PANTHRISK WEEKLY RISK REPORT

Week of August 23-29, 2026

Panthrisk monitors humanity’s most serious existential threats using
curated news sources and Al-assisted analysis. Each day, our models
evaluate key global developments, generate risk-level assessments,
and propose actionable interventions. This weekly report summarizes
the trends, risk shifts, and notable insights from August 23—-29, 2026
across all tracked categories.
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Nuclear War
Score Trend (Week of August 23-29, 2026)
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This week, the global nuclear threat level has significantly increased,
primarily due to escalating tensions involving North Korea, Russia,
and Iran, as well as the modernization of nuclear arsenals and the
breakdown of key arms control treaties. Conflicting reports about
North Korea's nuclear capabilities have contributed to heightened
uncertainties. Additionally, the potential integration of Al in nuclear
decision-making processes is raising concerns about safety and
transparency. Overall, the combination of geopolitical tensions, treaty
erosion, and technological advancements in nuclear capabilities has
led to a more precarious global nuclear landscape.
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Nuclear War

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Facilitate renewed diplomatic engagements with North Korea
to clarify nuclear capabilities and intentions, and seek transparency through
international inspections.

e [International Organizations] Convene an emergency session of the UN
Security Council to address rising nuclear tensions and reinforce diplomatic
channels.

e [NGO] Advocate for the revival and strengthening of arms control treaties to
curb nuclear proliferation and promote global disarmament.

e [Industry] Develop and implement Al safety standards to mitigate risks
associated with its integration in military operations, particularly in nuclear
decision-making.

e [Academia] Support educational initiatives that raise awareness about the
risks of nuclear weapons and the importance of global disarmament efforts.
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Nuclear War

Relevant Articles

El i zabet h Shackel ford: Al should... [August 23] — Read article
RUSSI A' S RYABKOV: RUSSI A REMAINS. .. [August 23] - Read article

Def ense minister says N. Korea t... [August 23] — Read article
Trunp warns North Korea ‘has 57 ... [August 23] — Read article
How Al is changing warfare, and ... [August 23] — Read article
North Korea has 80 to 120 nuclea... [August 24] — Read article
South Korea rejects Trunp's clai... [August 24] — Read article
Def ense minister says N. Korea t... [August 24] — Read article
Trunp says he’'Il nmeet Kimthis y... [August 24] - Read article
Nucl ear Weapons Control and the ... [August 25] — Read article
The Wkraine and Iran wars expose... [August 25] — Read article

RUSSI A' S RYABKOV: RUSSI A REMAINS... [August 25] — Read article
North Korea May Have Up to 120 N... [August 25] — Read article
Trunp says North Korea has 57 nu... [August 25] — Read article

Seni or | RGC official urges nucle... [August 26] — Read article
Going nuclear ... Iran security ... [August 26] — Read article
Paki stan’s Nucl ear Arsenal is Be... [August 26] — Read article
(LEAD) N. Korea typically estima... [August 26] — Read article
South Korea rejects Trunmp's clai... [August 26] — Read article
Putin may use nucl ear weapons in... [August 27] — Read article
Russian officials believe Putin ... [August 27] — Read article
&oing nuclear ... lran security ... [August 27] — Read article
Trunp says KimJong Un has 57 ‘v... [August 27] — Read article
What is behind Trunp's claimof ... [August 27] - Read article
India and China warned Putin not... [August 28] — Read article
Russian officials believe Putin ... [August 28] — Read article
Putin is considering the possibi... [August 28] — Read article
Pent agon wants ‘expandi ng option... [August 28] — Read article
Pentagon drafting a new U.S. nuc... [August 28] - Read article
65 pct of S. Koreans support nuc... [August 29] — Read article
The threat of nuclear weapons is... [August 29] — Read article
Russia may use tactical nuclear ... [August 29] — Read article
Russian officials believe Putin ... [August 29] — Read article

Vol odi n Threatened Japan with Nu... [August 29] - Read article
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Artificial Intelligence
Score Trend (Week of August 23-29, 2026)
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This week, the Al risk assessment remained moderate, with scores
fluctuating between 3.5 and 3.8. The primary concerns centered
around rapid advancements in Al capabilities, which raised issues
related to alignment, security, and the concentration of power. There
was a consistent call for stronger safety regulations and governance
measures to address these risks. Concerns about the potential misuse
of Al in cyber operations and influence campaigns were also
highlighted. The need for improved transparency, accountability, and
equitable access to Al benefits was emphasized throughout the week.
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Artificial Intelligence

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and oversight mechanisms to
ensure Al technologies are developed and deployed safely, addressing
concerns about alignment and misuse.

¢ [Industry] Increase investment in Al safety research to address alignment
and security challenges associated with advanced Al models.

e [NGO] Advocate for transparency and accountability in Al development and
deployment to prevent concentration of power and ensure equitable access
to Al benefits.

e [Academia] Conduct interdisciplinary research on the societal impacts of Al
to inform policy and guide responsible innovation.

¢ [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation on Al
governance to address cross-border challenges and ensure equitable
benefits.
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Artificial Intelligence

Relevant Articles

Stanpli cuts launch hours by 68%..

Paci ng nodel devel opnent in an e.

Advanci ng responsible Al across ...
penAl Calls For California To S...
Z.ai delays GLM 5.3 rel ease over. ..
Strengt heni ng denocratic oversig. ..
Paci ng nodel devel opnent in an e...
OpenAl wants California to stren. ..
The Threat of Human Extinction W..

OpenAl Calls For California To S
Paci ng nodel devel opnent in an e.

Securing the future of Al agents

[ Au

Al abanma investigates OpenAl afte...
Attorney General Marshall Launch...
Di srupting a new covert influenc...
Paci ng nodel devel opnent in an e...

Expandi ng Daybreak as the Cyber
Responding to the next frontier

Advanci ng responsi bl e Al across .

Securing the future of Al agents

[ Au

Investing in nulti-agent Al safe...
Strengt heni ng Si ngapore’s Al Fut. ..
Enabling a new nodel for healthc...
Partnering with industry |eaders...
Di srupting a new covert influenc...
Strengt heni ng denocratic oversig. ..
Paci ng nodel devel opnent in an e...

Responding to the next frontier

US judge bl ocks Pentagon's Anthr...
Di srupting a new covert influenc...
The Pope says states struggle to...
Al risk and the need for enbedde...
Humans need Al safety measures t...
Bill Gates warns Al safety check...
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Climate Change

Score Trend (Week of August 23-29, 2026)
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This week, the climate risk level remains high due to a combination of
record-breaking ocean temperatures, frequent extreme weather
events, and inadequate policy responses. The intensification of El
Nifio and recent catastrophic events, such as floods in Nepal, further
highlight the urgent need for action. These developments underscore
the severe impacts on global ecosystems and human populations,
exacerbating both near-term and long-term climate threats. Despite
the escalating crisis, there remains a significant gap in effective policy
implementation and global cooperation to mitigate these risks.
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Climate Change

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement and enforce stricter emissions regulations and
invest in renewable energy infrastructure to reduce greenhouse gas outputs.

e [NGOQ] Increase public awareness campaigns on the impacts of climate
change and promote sustainable practices to enhance community resilience.

e [Industry] Invest in sustainable technologies and practices to reduce carbon
footprints and support climate resilience initiatives.

e [Research Institutions] Conduct studies on the impacts of intensified El
Nifio events and develop predictive models to better prepare for future
climate scenarios.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation and funding for
climate adaptation and disaster response initiatives, particularly in

vulnerable regions.
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Pandemics
Score Trend (Week of August 23-29, 2026)
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This week, the pandemic risk remains high due to ongoing outbreaks
of Ebola, measles, and avian flu, exacerbated by vaccine hesitancy
and misinformation. Despite some advancements in vaccine
deployment and surveillance, these infectious disease threats
continue to pose a significant global health challenge. The situation is
further complicated by persistent COVID-19 challenges and the
spread of emerging pathogens. Public health responses are struggling
to keep pace with the spread of these diseases, highlighting the need
for improved infrastructure and education efforts. Overall, the
combination of disease outbreaks and public resistance to vaccination
Is maintaining a high level of pandemic risk.

panthrisk.com — Panthrisk Weekly Risk Report



Pandemics

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Increase funding for public health infrastructure and vaccine
distribution to enhance outbreak response capabilities.

e [NGO] Launch targeted educational campaigns to combat misinformation
and promote the benefits of vaccination in communities with high hesitancy.

e [Industry] Accelerate research and development of vaccines for emerging
infectious diseases, leveraging advancements in technology such as mRNA.

e [Healthcare Providers] Implement community-based initiatives to improve
vaccination rates and provide accurate information on infectious diseases.

e [International Organizations] Strengthen global collaboration and resource
sharing to monitor and contain cross-border disease outbreaks like Ebola
and avian flu.
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Pandemics

Relevant Articles

100 days of Ebola: DRC outbreak ... [August 23] — Read article
Ebol a epidenmic in DR Congo is sp... [August 23] — Read article
Low vaccination rates driving nme... [August 23] — Read article
Avian flu affects 77,700 South D... [August 23] — Read article
Measl es outbreak grows to 41 con... [August 23] — Read article
Survey data reveal denographic d... [August 24] - Read article
COVI D vacci nation may have preve... [August 24] — Read article
COVIDis still here. Is the pand... [August 24] — Read article
Pandem ¢ pat hogens, dengue, chol... [August 24] — Read article
Canbodi a confirms human H5NL avi... [August 24] — Read article
New coronavi rus subspecies with ... [August 24] — Read article
Survey data reveal denographic d... [August 25] — Read article
Over 400 state vaccine bills, 9 ... [August 25] — Read article
Federal health agencies say they... [August 25] — Read article
Canbodi a confirnms human H5N1 avi... [August 25] — Read article
Maryl and heal th department decla... [August 25] — Read article
Qui ck takes: Ebola deaths top 1,... [August 26] — Read article
Saudi Arabia confirms 9 MERS cas... [August 26] — Read article
Ebol a out break now deadl i est eve... [August 26] — Read article
Pennsyl vani a reports first US ne... [August 26] — Read article
DR Congo suffers deadliest week ... [August 26] — Read article
4 new human HON2 avian flu cases... [August 27] — Read article
Qui ck takes: Ebola deaths top 1,... [August 27] — Read article
Ebol a out break now deadliest eve... [August 27] — Read article
Two unvacci nated Pennsyl vanians ... [August 27] — Read article
Ebol a di sease outbreak in the De... [August 27] — Read article
Pandem ¢ pat hogens, dengue, chol... [August 28] — Read article
Qui ck takes: Ebola deaths top 1,... [August 28] — Read article
As DR Congo Ebola outbreak tops ... [August 28] — Read article
Measl es outbreak in southwestern... [August 28] — Read article
2 unvacci nated Pennsyl vanians di... [August 28] - Read article
1in 4 infected UK healthcare wo... [August 29] — Read article
Survey data reveal denographic d... [August 29] — Read article
Long COVID may affect up to 5% o0... [August 29] — Read article
Canbodi a confirms human H5NL avi... [August 29] — Read article
Ebol a out break now deadl i est eve... [August 29] — Read article
W sconsi n neasl es cases near 100... [August 29] — Read article
Ebol a spreads to two new zones i... [August 29] — Read article
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Information Integrity
Score Trend (Week of August 23-29, 2026)
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This week, the trend in information integrity highlights a persistent high
risk of misinformation, with scores consistently above 4.0, except for a
slight dip to 3.6 on August 29. Disinformation campaigns have been
pervasive across multiple sectors, including politics, health, and
technology. The spread of fake news, scams, and misleading content
has been particularly pronounced, exploiting digital platforms to reach
wide audiences. The ongoing challenge is compounded by the use of
sophisticated technologies like Al to generate and disseminate false
information. Efforts to combat this issue continue to emphasize the
need for enhanced detection tools, stricter regulations, and public
education to improve media literacy and resilience against
misinformation.



Information Integrity

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and penalties for spreading
misinformation, particularly in health and political sectors.

e [Industry] Enhance Al and machine learning tools to better detect and
remove fake news and deepfakes from platforms.

e [NGO] Increase efforts in fact-checking and provide clear, accessible
information to counter misinformation narratives.

e [Education] Integrate media literacy programs into curricula to equip
individuals with skills to critically evaluate information.

e [International Organizations] Collaborate internationally to share best
practices and tools for combating misinformation.
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Information Integrity

Relevant Articles

Authorities undertaking clinate ... [August 23]
Al, Fake News and Russian Inform.. [August 23]
A COVID 19 Study Retracted Over [ August 23]
Shoi gu' s daughter spreads fake n... [August 23]
Growi ng M sinformation about ADH... [August 23]
I srael police warn tech conpanie... [August 24]
Cancer vaccines could transform ... [August 24]
Fake orangutan inmage from Mal ays... [August 24]
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Al, Fake News and Russian Inform.. [August 24]
Ni geria orders investigation int... [August 24]
Cancer vaccines could transform... [August 25]

Amesty Report:

Meta failed to b... [August 25]
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Fact Check: FAKE Cips O UK Pol... [August 25]
Duterte-Marcos private neeting r... [August 25]
‘I fabricate fake news’ says Isr... [August 25]
Fact Check: FAKE |Image Shows Spi... [August 26]
Fact Check: FAKE McLaren Stunt V... [August 26]
Russia’s Al disinformation canpa... [August 26]
Fake Al health influencers are s... [August 26]
OpenAl bans Russi an Chat GPT acco... [August 26]
Aut horities undertaking climate ... [August 27]
RFK Jr. feuds with Shapiro, spre... [August 27]
Kennedy posts vaccine nmisinforma... [August 27]
| srael -funded canpai gn used fake... [August 27]
Bul gari a's fake vaccination reco... [August 27]
Anplifying the storm Climte di... [August 28]
Two people with nmeasles died in ... [August 28]
124 reports in nine days: Inside... [August 28]
DW News. . Fake videos are targe... [August 28]
UPDATE: Senate GOP's fake news w... [August 28]
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https://climatefeedback.org/authorities-undertaking-climate-action-targeted-viral-climate-lockdowns-narrative-social-media/
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https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMilwFBVV95cUxNSHFRRWdMaEEzM1RFUENwc05WSVRUYW9zUnBOdWR3UVZQM0RvQmxBemx4Z2xGMTd1RlFyN2k4QnNnb1VOQTgxUXhLRFBXLXhROXhfaGEwVnVZSWdOazRUNzFuZDZud0o1MzZURkZjaXBPUVRaWmdMNW9qaGNhNE9SWUtQUDFkZnFkUjlVbG1aVTlzREppWnVz?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiZ0FVX3lxTE42OVR5Z01henRlS2N0VFZGSVg2NnFCeFRPanZCaTBZNUVRdFY2R0FPaU1KSG0zMVhBOTFCWUJLV2ZhaF9DRmR2Y2hEQm51dzVHdlExeVBKTnFMbmlIeGpZZTg5cGQ5R1E?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMifkFVX3lxTE0xMVNWU19LX0N1UmhBbWpsLVhIUWxNVGpfbnhaT2J5TTVQTjY3RmZhNG1HUlRDTEQzLWFQVXRIaVlQOTVoaURoOUprOW9JSDNac2RpdVRINV8wQ2FwNFl3SXVVWWEydVNUZHJOdHE1X1BZbmZDMklwQlJuM2hNdw?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMioAFBVV95cUxPOHBWTjhYY1lacVRoelJadThScDQ0QVRDV0xOcEFVTjdBQ2lWbmNERUhoSS1Jazc4RElGdXRTRnhrM0podXVueURKOGlOak40VG1fTElWWEM5MVEwbTBXM2wtaTlTSUNlY3NwVm1WLVF1bDJ0RzZ3NjZGbHpyNjYxWG5WNC1remFmLVlPSnlybkczUWdMaHZVS0J0VTJ4aFk5?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMihAFBVV95cUxNZFRvWktYOGV6Y1VBd0lGdkR4VHFoOG1kNXltSzVrSEp5ZVNGUlZacFRmTDFNQ2VRaWh2Tkp2T2kzQllZb2VEQnBmYzZUNzR3S1pncEM1d3lzOVk3Mld0T2kzYnRIVDlLRFFCZDBySlA2TUlFU0dwbzhvOWZDa2JTVUFDc1Y?oc=5
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https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiuAFBVV95cUxOYzRETWEyUVdoV2RYcHRpU2FFWklRSXJRN2VtVGlyRmlyWjhyLWdNZmVvYV9IVjhvYy1ST0FNQVktSTJuNno0RS1wNTlJUjlWLVRLU3BnLXhMeDJVX21aYlVQZUNZeHRyY2c4bV9tR05RdDhzWlpZdFk4UHZsSERldmJGSEpibk5lZHJveFktUHBZaTRNWVFRLUd1TnNnM1BCa3RRbHJaRmZzZmFFWHR1blJuOWlBd3U4?oc=5
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https://climatefeedback.org/authorities-undertaking-climate-action-targeted-viral-climate-lockdowns-narrative-social-media/
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https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMinAFBVV95cUxORnIyV3hRRGFtYzR0NDg2czhtMk41Q1h0ZEVqdzZNalo2bjRKSGREc3hrSzYyenZ1dV9rTVVpNi1YamFhVnBaU3NBcEZNV0dZUmdDbkhyWE83eFFOeFAtdTB4eGlNTHBrTHhYUEpOWW5pTzJtTDc5NGg2blFtV3Rnd3FBR0EwY2ltOVRvWVlkelRLUnNCc0dMbG9IcjI?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiVEFVX3lxTE8wRlh0NkVSRmM1ekNRbDVpRnFHcjJFWExhTlRPLUItYlJmeDcyUnFXMzVCU2Z2WFpqWE9UNnBRY0NpeUF0MzFhVHMxaWsxSnk5WDY2Yw?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiowFBVV95cUxOY3Q1VXhBSFpVdi1XTnQwYUpBcjh0VEpTVnBSSWRhaTRGWThVSHRjV3RmeGgycVFYUEQwV0lTTDB3VkljbGYtR0k1eEZoRGdwRzZOeFpNQ09tX3hSdTdyQ0VHeEtScmVYTlhPRHRscGdkamFSeC03Tlh6d0Q5aEpJSkxHQVlzbDdzTi1qZkhSWGFkWmJrVUhYLXJNNHFWeWlNcUNN?oc=5
https://misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/article/amplifying-the-storm-climate-disinformation-dynamics-during-natural-disasters-on-right-wing-extremist-telegram-channels/
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Unknown / Black Swan
Score Trend (Week of August 23-29, 2026)
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This week, two significant 'black swan' events have emerged, posing
potential threats to global stability. Firstly, a genetically distinct variant
of the African Swine Fever Virus has been detected in Spain,
threatening global agriculture and food security. This variant could
lead to severe economic instability if not contained. Secondly, a surge
in bond yields has been identified as a new risk with potential
widespread financial implications, possibly leading to economic
instability. Additionally, the rare occurrence of widespread snow in the
Atacama Desert suggests potential climate anomalies with
unpredictable global impacts. These events highlight the need for
immediate attention and strategic planning to mitigate potential risks.



Unknown / Black Swan

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement immediate biosecurity measures and quarantine
protocols in Spain to prevent the spread of the African Swine Fever Virus.

e [Industry] Conduct stress tests to assess the impact of rising bond yields on
financial portfolios and liquidity.

e [NGO] Facilitate collaboration and information sharing between countries to
monitor and respond effectively to the new virus variant.

e [Research Institutions] Increase monitoring and research funding for
climate anomalies in traditionally stable regions like the Atacama Desert.

e [Public Sector] Develop contingency plans for unexpected climate events
that could impact agriculture, water resources, and infrastructure.

panthrisk.com — Panthrisk Weekly Risk Report
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https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/9/26-0360_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/9/26-0360_article
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Week in Review: August 23-29, 2026

This week, existential risk trends across the six domains show a
heightened level of concern in several areas. The nuclear threat level
has risen due to geopolitical tensions and technological
advancements, while Al risks remain moderate, with ongoing
discussions about governance and security. Climate change continues
to pose a high risk, exacerbated by extreme weather events and
insufficient policy responses. Pandemic risks persist with ongoing
outbreaks and vaccine hesitancy, complicating global health efforts.
Information integrity is under threat from pervasive misinformation,
necessitating improved detection and regulatory measures.
Additionally, emerging 'black swan' events, such as a new African
Swine Fever Virus variant and financial market fluctuations,
underscore the need for strategic planning to address unforeseen
challenges.



Closing Notes

Thank you for reviewing this week’s Panthrisk report. To stay
informed, visit panthrisk.com — our dashboard is updated daily with
the latest risk levels, GPT summaries, and recommended actions.

If you find this information valuable, please share it with colleagues
working to reduce global catastrophic risk. Awareness is the first step

toward action.
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