PANTHRISK WEEKLY RISK REPORT

Week of August 16-22, 2026

Panthrisk monitors humanity’s most serious existential threats using
curated news sources and Al-assisted analysis. Each day, our models
evaluate key global developments, generate risk-level assessments,
and propose actionable interventions. This weekly report summarizes
the trends, risk shifts, and notable insights from August 16—-22, 2026
across all tracked categories.
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Nuclear War
Score Trend (Week of August 16-22, 2026)
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This week, the nuclear threat level remains elevated due to escalating
tensions and modernization efforts among nuclear-armed states. Key
contributors to this heightened threat include increased military
posturing by Iran and North Korea, advancements in nuclear weapon
production, and the breakdown of traditional deterrence frameworks.
The potential for miscommunication or miscalculation is exacerbated
by conflicting reports on North Korea's nuclear capabilities and
deteriorating diplomatic channels. Discussions of nuclear weapon use,
particularly between the U.S. and Iran, further contribute to global
instability. Despite a slight decrease in threat perception towards the
end of the week, uncertainties and discrepancies in nuclear arsenal
estimates continue to highlight the precariousness of the current
situation.



Nuclear War

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Facilitate urgent diplomatic talks between the U.S., Iran, and
North Korea to de-escalate tensions and reaffirm commitments to non-
proliferation.

e [NGO] Advocate for increased transparency and public awareness
regarding nuclear policies and risks to build public support for disarmament.

¢ [Industry] Invest in technologies that improve verification and monitoring of
nuclear arsenals to support arms control efforts.

e [International Organizations] Convene a special session of the United
Nations Security Council to address discrepancies in nuclear weapon
estimates and reinforce non-proliferation commitments.

¢ [Military] Enhance crisis communication channels and establish protocols
for de-escalation to prevent accidental conflicts.
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Nuclear War

Relevant Articles

North Korea warns U. S.-South Kor... [August 16] — Read article
N. Korea warns of bolstering nuc... [August 16] — Read article
Letters to the Editor: As nuclea... [August 16] — Read article
Russia coul d use nucl ear weapons... [August 16] — Read article
Pent agon wants ‘expanding option... [August 16] — Read article
‘“Nuclear war with Iran?’” Marjori... [August 17] — Read article
"US di scussi ng nucl ear weapons a... [August 17] — Read article
pinion | The old global nuclear... [August 17] — Read article
Vance: Confrontation will end wi... [August 17] — Read article
North Korea warns U. S.-South Kor... [August 17] — Read article
N. Korea warns of bolstering nuc... [August 17] — Read article
Pentagon officials state that th... [August 17] — Read article
Net anyahu vows lran will ‘not ha... [August 17] — Read article
Iran’s New Leader Is More Open t... [August 17] — Read article
Trunp to use nucl ear weapons on ... [August 18] — Read article
“Trunp is planning to use nuclea... [August 18] — Read article
Is US considering nuking Iran? M.. [August 18] — Read article
“Nucl ear war with Iran?': Marjor... [August 18] — Read article

North Korea warns U. S.-South Kor... [August 18] — Read article
North Korea has threatened to ta... [August 18] — Read article
North Korea Threatens the U S. a... [August 18] — Read article

Pent agon official warns of regio... [August 19] — Read article
Trunp's erratic policies raise f... [August 19] — Read article
'Deeply Alarning': Ex-Congresswo... [August 19] — Read article
“Nucl ear Hol ocaust’: Marjorie Ta... [August 19] — Read article
‘“Nucl ear war with Iran?': Marjor... [August 19] — Read article
Seoul says N. Korea has 80-120 n... [August 20] — Read article
Pent agon revi ews nucl ear weapons... [August 20] — Read article
Pent agon wei ghs nucl ear options ... [August 20] — Read article
Sout h Korea rejects Trunp's clai... [August 20] — Read article

Rich Van Dellen: R sk fromnucle... [August 20] — Read article
Trunp Says North Korea Has 57 Nu... [August 21] — Read article
Trunp says KimJong Un has 57 ‘v... [August 21] — Read article

South Korea rejects Trunp's clai... [August 21] — Read article
Def ense minister says N Korea t... [August 21] — Read article
How Al is changing warfare, and ... [August 21] — Read article

El i zabet h Shackel ford: Al should... [August 22] — Read article
RUSSI A' S RYABKOV: RUSSI A REMAINS. .. [August 22] - Read article

N. Korea typically estimated to ... [August 22] — Read article
Def ense nminister says N. Korea t... [August 22] — Read article
How Al is changing warfare, and ... [August 22] — Read article

panthrisk.com — Panthrisk Weekly Risk Report


https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiWkFVX3lxTFB2S1dyTGJNOGRvMTQzcnFuQy0zVG9yalRxdl80aFB4MXlyb2VQWnpFUFRoRjFIQjNfeXJjZHJ2azMtTFJZTXlvNE1YZzRhMUVMRUNQZ3k2bWVFUQ?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiogFBVV95cUxQTVB4N3NvVGtfU0xDSkJ6TG0wQWJQR01hUU9hS0ZVTFRwNG5EUlM4aG9RaDNscWwtWW5TSjNDTXRDVHpXVmdiTFptMEw5bFY0aVdUNXR3bzZGN2g4ZjhaWjFXZDFSV1VMeFB5QWk3U0hJVm5LWUlMSmVSaDlXemVwZTVnR01oWlVKUGtZd0RYMlYxZ1ZSTEk1c0pMazE4VkVVSXc?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMi4AFBVV95cUxPZFZMcEhOY2pnVXd2MzhJTS1hVnZqUDg2aWFkYTNoc1JKTUwxWlRXdUVUQmdUaE1pR1FrODIza1dXazV1QUNlOUh4emhRanRKYndWbW55U2NZcnktRUZyTmEyZ29hT2IzTHYwQXVjZFZnM1Vhc1BQMm9zenl1Zi04WFliV2tqSWRCZHFIa05Td0ltLVRrVXBia0o3RW5ma0Flbm9RcWxoeklDUjhxUk8xblRKbjNPa1RCREc3b0NYUkhGOHkyc2R4SWJjMkFkbmE4Zk9EVERwRi1lQ0RQQktPMw?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMipgFBVV95cUxOekRQWmhFWE80TnA2Wkc3OXFKNTBMd1pDcjU2LXVGWS10OW5uWEUzOHJuU0hyUldjSVVqelplSjhsQWNOVEFHMF9zS0l3SWxVaXVSTTUwaXBBREhrUVhvdGgtdjNMek1vODQ4ZzZmTWZyZWZsTU01LUZpTE43aDR4VXpiano2UFc0WEpJaFdVNXFZTHJVNkNZTjlMTXh4Wm5oMEtrVjl3?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMi2gFBVV95cUxPSEVwWHZaY0c3V1Y4UFZfTXNya2tURkJYYmJVM2ZrRFZKeVVkQVNzc2pXQXRZRlM1QlQzd05udWlfdzhNd2pQUDVPWjVSNVVfTUhJTFZtRkpYMi02Vm1zSHYyWTlOUmxPblVGbVJfWUcteDg2eWp3RnNfanNEa0ZyTEd3aHhWMlN4dzRPT0hUMFpMbmF1SEYtR0loaFlHdzd4WmZIZXoteW9nRWxraFNuRzRJaGM3M0tnNmRiSldVLWRXZlZvb0E5ajNLZTU0R19zclp0d2Q5UmF0Zw?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMitgFBVV95cUxQSkRCbjlSME1CSkxEdGY3UTJBQjVIcVVidDdNaS0yRUE3NW5DMXYyQ3YxeFZSenVGZHUtODVvdUJibjU4VXdkcXRLYkFWN0RxS0pUdTVSdFFGRGJuVDBaUFE5ZENxYTEwNnRPeVU1UnlVbVpPbElfV2lxdy1IbkpsNnBGN3dNajhZeWRmLTdLQk5zMjFCOEhaTmxFNVlGcmxEenNiZ3JvVnJkZk9DQ181WW12RW01QQ?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiogFBVV95cUxObFVUNV84b1QwY2dNNTNEczc2ZzB3THY1aEdjYUVYVEJEa0xucjJIT0s4R2U0Q0t2OXVuRTYwWGgxbDlkWkdpQVhvRGF3ZFlXRGdiRzF3alBfWUlwSEN1WU4zaEZudHhfRE1PbkN5WFdpZVkta0RZZEJ1dGotVTNqOVZPcjlBZ0x4SkVhdUgyYmk0NTh5MXd5VE9BY0Y3eTBMMkE?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiWkFVX3lxTFB2S1dyTGJNOGRvMTQzcnFuQy0zVG9yalRxdl80aFB4MXlyb2VQWnpFUFRoRjFIQjNfeXJjZHJ2azMtTFJZTXlvNE1YZzRhMUVMRUNQZ3k2bWVFUQ?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiwAFBVV95cUxORVgydEZURXZBMkN3SVFJNnBUZ3VsZGVfRV9SMVJjcnpBYWo5Qlh5eFllektqdjZGZ2hpV1Q0dC00OG9VZndtNjdUdVU0Q21EVnZybUZRRW9NZjRYbGhuNExQTTJ4WVUtWDlVOXBNMXJSM3FsUHZkeDRFczBhTnBUODBxN19wMXpIeU1mMm9HcElQeFBpVmVnREdqRGMzVGhZUV9SQ05LQ2czTGJSR1J5Ulc1Zk90cTJyYXZpdDRkV1g?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMie0FVX3lxTE1hN04wV21PX1FVc3MzcUpxNUE3WDNpb2JycUFBMnhXTDFrbzlFdTZ2Slh3WEhPdjcwcXd3clJkbTJPcVBVRVRrZE04QnpfT2Mzc0tuZnhOS2ttMVVPQlNEWUlHNG9RY3dnZ1BCWVhwT1RhOXhtSDBOWGQ3TQ?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMinAFBVV95cUxPOU03a3JfRkxONWxSOVNjbmUzXzBWMWtKemFNWE9vV0toS00xc05sUkhpR0JrWnJObkwyVFZZejdBdVFOTkh3Rm96b0xXWkJJQXEyNHlGMm5OS01aOEIzX2J6WU8xSV85WkxrZG1ycnFRaGRqandSVE5hdUlKVl9jZDBBUUIxOGtkdXJGV1FUbVplVlF1aV92NW40blc?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMifkFVX3lxTFBJamNTaTRXOXM0Um5mbHVsSlNHNjcySlg2YjJMczdYVjVOcXhEOHF0akctTnVMVjkzTzIzTUh0X2g5M2hVMHRxcGJZMVl2WnVkN040UFlNTkhjZUZlYWJzUl9QMlBhTmxyN1QyY0E3RnVleXAtY1NzQ0dnQzA0dw?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMipwFBVV95cUxQQjhzR2JLT0NIZU1iRjU5YXFEcHc5SXR6cGoweXlLdGZzX0JDNEkwZXRRd1Rob0dCVF9WeExZQWJ3dWJnZkItZXcxN0J6U2hDaFBVUjBJdHFjV3NpY094WFhjNjF6RXo5STFqZWhiNUdFeEVNdjUyZjY0SFF3aUd2LTl1ZXZjZDF2aGNha09zbHFuc1BHQ1p2d1JBLWRneHpDNkdfSlA4bw?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiYEFVX3lxTE1HTWRIVjdlUXFhTUFhZG03QTZ1N2lDbEQ2ajBFaGhvZXVDYlIxOF9pWkc0US1YeGM1VnNaS28ydXdmZXlpcjR4RTdCSTdyNTB2QWQ2U0dwQlRJc3Zha21pZg?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMixwFBVV95cUxNS1JmSlJGSkRhVTkwX2gtVmlfVnZ3ZDRoZ3BnUzJUYy1uWGNwelV6ejUtV0V5Y29rQUhuZ19jalBiMDBqWGh5ZzM2UFphNHFZVU1xOXdjeGhqN2pmQi1laE41U1ptNlI0M2FueXlmdW1LMDFCakpIblptTEpVcnM5b09nekhGNmVSTi1zQTBYR19OangxTTlCVkUzNm1YLWdXT3lhRTVYZUVVY0NTQ0tFZS0wdDJXVXZxLUdnNlJOVVJUSHI2UXpB?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMilgFBVV95cUxNbEk4NXBWcktKalNneTg2cjBFSDZucEoyUG8tTUZVZFAtXzFyTHlqeEw4V0t6OUdnSHZMMEtNbzJ5Xzh1SU9WTXlhWTIzY3ljcUNLX1kzMWYtR21oRVZvR1FqSEVuUmhNZXdtdHYzbWVxREpWQ1NaT3JJaTZIdGtNTlZZWk5aTDJBa3FiVHVobWN0UmgxOHc?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMitAFBVV95cUxNZUkzcW9YVWxNam5MM2xHblc1bk94eUpENzlOZ0lldWRKRUV3aVhVSjhfaC1CY0VWVVY4VHZhNHZqOTVVVjN3anE1WXZhT0RjbGpCMXdoYTg3TGtVOWVVZnRDZ0pWLUp0dF85Q2xpS0tOd3RCeWpYUlhWVTMzaDl1ZUx3TFFVWmw5ZjFJdWpybFF4bEMxM1JVVEtTRmJUdkpmLVdDNFNmX1VfbDNqZnpESjhKU0M?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMinAFBVV95cUxQcXZsY18wYUNGSVFXZlVYdEdjLS1qQUN4dDZUWlFvd2NsM29JejhhdkJDLUU4dzdIeU5VaTJZRGFFdUVPdnJoQ3RqaFBHUnE2dTZQVUJ3Q0FSc0U2YVFEdUk5ZU1FOVJ0ak0teEV1V2FKOTV1eGZSU3JoTkpsVDh5NnFLR3R1bU5IUWFtQTRRbEw0RmtjV1pwQW5tMG8?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMipwFBVV95cUxNS0hnYXhQVmt1WDVaTURaSjRKNXFTVTFjZ0lqOUllSjZRTmw3Nm54T2xLeS1HaTdTUXBJSlJabDhTaUNPZHJfamFGb2RSYUN4UHlrYXB5eGZQTTZFckpKcFZtMkJ0NEZzVXNFS3lzektXbVI1dTJjN2wxcUh6MEMzYy1tVE5kS2JIT19tWGZXTElQbjZNRU9IWFA4NUtRLVZOeUU1R2I0SQ?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMikAFBVV95cUxNZGZoaG9UTXlNaG4tbmk0Uk9jSmUzV0tRVi1jOUJDcVFpV3VSdnJRUFZOZk5BckI5MkZteWw2RWtjTEZqQUc3MDdvRGNFV0ptUTFXUlFpa19QUVBjU1I2Q2dNRVVVekMxa09LUVotdVFvTks2MVRkcTlnRFg4UUNjWlJiMDc2eG4zbkc5cUJVYVM?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiswFBVV95cUxOa3hnbzBhWlNmQk9seXpDZXI5ZlE4N1UtTmRiTzNjaG9aNzRvOFU5R21QRXNIT3Z6a1ljV0V6WHBvdlNzZXRONmJzZV9KcmJNMExqaVhPaG5kODRmUjRfOXI5ZjhNNVRlQ1NxYjFUelV0VmtVcFVBZk9vUlZlV2pfS3ZjbXZhM2cxMWdMc1dQZnB2VndEVzhtc1FZNnY1NWVDNGlDYllvMWZVN1FyUF9SZE9odw?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiWkFVX3lxTE9OdTdLV0NWb2tGTDdCQk10QU5vTEY0Vml5bU92cTZMc2V3QkkwUnBIQkoxN0YzclVnLTFNQS1RSzJkdXJWUlhQS1EyMzlNXy1TRWdJeEowMXdzUQ?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMic0FVX3lxTFB0d2RNclMtR1FmNjFPVXh0LTJPUTF3dE9qaHQwUk9IejN3OURRblZtanpoV0JJVXAwdHltTzhneXhiWVZNR0Y1NHJkQVR0X1FCbkNnUnJhU05lZVF3a1pmbzNmQ0JGaDVTdDgtSFg3X1dsZzA?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMixgFBVV95cUxPUVBrQm9RT1B3aXB5X1lJQjlocHdIRmZsNFNkYnR4OUpqMkl6dXVmRjVhSm9mTjlzNXJKVHFWWlZTTWZCRHdqbG9RMm45T0Mwb3JOR0V1bDlDWWdqMmNLWnhIMnJLUDJNUVZIVDd5cGZXR0ItSUN1SmFXSU9yTlRPV0QydUpHbjI5NUY1N0x5NmlNTVVpbjlvd3dUdUZpb2FxNW4tVGVXZkdURjdud2hmZkkzMUNuYWJEdnpMZFdSUFRqSFRvTUE?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMibkFVX3lxTE9iMjF2VFJLdWc0QThXT2JpUEJWZTFCaHFDMjBDQ3BmY3dHQjNma1ZubGExZkZ6c0FnTldyRTVuSmR0c3c1ejNDaURTandGTllYMThfV1V6Q0hZM3k0THByOFg3XzN1MTJBbW8xbVR3?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiWkFVX3lxTE9OdTdLV0NWb2tGTDdCQk10QU5vTEY0Vml5bU92cTZMc2V3QkkwUnBIQkoxN0YzclVnLTFNQS1RSzJkdXJWUlhQS1EyMzlNXy1TRWdJeEowMXdzUQ?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMic0FVX3lxTFB0d2RNclMtR1FmNjFPVXh0LTJPUTF3dE9qaHQwUk9IejN3OURRblZtanpoV0JJVXAwdHltTzhneXhiWVZNR0Y1NHJkQVR0X1FCbkNnUnJhU05lZVF3a1pmbzNmQ0JGaDVTdDgtSFg3X1dsZzA?oc=5

Artificial Intelligence
Score Trend (Week of August 16-22, 2026)
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This week, the Al risk level has been consistently moderate, driven by
rapid advancements in Al capabilities and their deployment in critical
sectors such as national security and military. Concerns are primarily
focused on alignment, misuse, and the concentration of power, with
ongoing debates about safety and ethical standards. The geopolitical
implications of Al deployment are also contributing to the risk
landscape, highlighting the need for international cooperation. Despite
these challenges, there is a noticeable push towards developing
oversight mechanisms and comprehensive safety protocols to mitigate
potential risks. The trend underscores the importance of balancing
technological progress with ethical considerations and regulatory
frameworks.



Artificial Intelligence

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement and enforce stringent regulations to oversee Al
deployment in military and critical infrastructure sectors to prevent misuse.

e [Industry] Develop and adhere to robust Al safety and alignment protocols
to ensure systems behave as intended and align with human values.

e [NGO] Advocate for international treaties and cooperation to address the
global implications of Al, particularly in military and surveillance contexts.

e [Academia] Conduct interdisciplinary research on Al alignment and societal
impacts to inform policy and technological safeguards.

e [Public] Increase awareness and education on Al risks and ethical
considerations to foster informed public discourse and decision-making.
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Artificial Intelligence

Relevant Articles

Anthropic says its Al agents are... [August 16] — Read article
NATO seeks to strengthen eastern... [August 16] — Read article
Al safety needs urgent regulatio... [August 16] — Read article
Ant hropi c details unreleased Mbd... [August 16] — Read article
Heal thcare's Rush to Adopt Artif... [August 16] — Read article
OpenAl joins PORTS-Pi ke project [August 18] — Read article

Putting frontier cyber nodels in... [August 18] — Read article
Safety and alignment in an era o... [August 18] — Read article
OpenAl Di sbands Al Safety Team A... [August 18] - Read article
Artificial intelligence giant Op... [August 18] - Read article
Strengt heni ng denocratic oversig... [August 19] — Read article
EdgeRunner and U.S. Arny Artific... [August 19] — Read article
OpenAl Restructures Al Safety Te... [August 19] — Read article
OpenAl introduces ‘ChatGPT for T... [August 19] — Read article
More than 70 artificial intellig... [August 19] — Read article

Strengt heni ng denocratic oversig... [August 20] — Read article
Paci ng nodel devel opnent in an e... [August 20] — Read article
Advanci ng responsi bl e Al across . [ August 20] - Read article

Securing the future of Al agents [August 20] — Read article
penAl blinks first in Al safety... [August 20] — Read article

Strengt heni ng denocratic oversig... [August 21] — Read article
Paci ng nodel devel oprment in an e... [August 21] — Read article
Responding to the next frontier ... [August 21] — Read article
Advanci ng responsible Al across ... [August 21] — Read article
Mass. Plan to Assess Al Risk Div... [August 21] — Read article
Paci ng nodel devel oprment in an e... [August 22] — Read article
Putting frontier cyber nodels in... [August 22] — Read article
Advanci ng responsi ble Al across ... [August 22] — Read article

OpenAl introduces 'ChatGPT for T... [August 22] — Read article
Artificial Intelligence: Rogue A ... [August 22] — Read article
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Climate Change

Score Trend (Week of August 16-22, 2026)
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This week, the climate threat level remains high due to a series of
extreme weather events, ecosystem disruptions, and inadequate
policy responses. Reports highlight severe risks from extreme heat,
ocean warming, and destabilizing ecosystems, with particular concern
over record ocean temperatures in Europe and potential weakening of
the Atlantic ocean current. The situation is exacerbated by increasing
wildfire areas and unprecedented marine heatwaves. Despite these
challenges, policy responses are deemed insufficient, further elevating
long-term risks associated with climate change.
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Climate Change

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement and enforce stricter emissions regulations to
address ocean warming and extreme weather events.

e [NGO] Launch public awareness campaigns to educate communities on the
iImpacts of marine heatwaves and the importance of climate resilience.

e [Industry] Invest in sustainable technologies and practices to reduce carbon
footprints and enhance climate resilience.

e [Research Institutions] Intensify studies on the Atlantic ocean current to
better predict and mitigate its potential weakening.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation to enhance
climate adaptation strategies, particularly in vulnerable regions.
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https://www.climate.gov/news-features/blogs/enso/tornado-season-2025-active-through-april-and-may-keeping-pace
https://science.nasa.gov/earth/europes-scorching-summer/
https://science.nasa.gov/earth/earth-observatory/destructive-fires-char-western-europe/
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https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMivgFBVV95cUxPNGprSDRDTVlCc044X3ZGN0VKUkNfb3o2azduVG9Ed2hfU0JYMHFJeERrTGN5WFdHeWJWR2Jwak95MlZGWmN0bVE1M253QWZtdzRid21zbllXTUJtSVhQOGNZY040ekdmMHFhWUY5bXRJMXUyaXQyZzZ0ZTJxZTM2X0tkOUR3VGlrdE5STlpBTUp5NnZUSFdHd1MtQndRX05KdnZUVHlsQ3lRTGg2Q3V4UW1BQ2xJNVNkb1JHRmxn?oc=5
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Pandemics
Score Trend (Week of August 16-22, 2026)
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This week, the pandemic risk remains high due to ongoing outbreaks
of Ebola, avian flu, and measles, compounded by vaccine
misinformation and gaps in public health infrastructure. The
persistence of long COVID and emerging infectious diseases like
MERS also contribute to the global public health challenges.
Misinformation about vaccines continues to hinder public health
responses, affecting vaccination coverage and the ability to manage
outbreaks effectively. Surveillance gaps further exacerbate these
challenges, limiting early detection and rapid response capabilities.
Overall, the need for improved public health communication and
infrastructure is critical to address these threats.
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Pandemics

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Increase funding for public health infrastructure to enhance
outbreak detection and response capabilities.

e [NGO] Launch educational campaigns to combat misinformation and
vaccine hesitancy, particularly in regions with ongoing outbreaks.

e [Industry] Accelerate research and development of vaccines for emerging
infectious diseases to improve preparedness.

e [Healthcare] Enhance community outreach and education to improve
understanding and acceptance of vaccines and public health measures.

e [International Organizations] Coordinate global efforts to contain the Ebola
outbreak in DR Congo, including resource mobilization and technical
support.
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Relevant Articles

The Eaton wildfire evacuation sh... [August 16] — Read article
Canbodi a confirms human H5NL avi... [August 16] — Read article
DR Congo Ebol a outbreak on track... [August 16] — Read article
Ebol a outbreak in DR Congo now s... [August 16] — Read article
Ebol a cases surge past 2,000, no... [August 16] — Read article

Severe COVID may awaken dormant ... [August 17] — Read article
4 new human HON2 avian flu cases... [August 17] — Read article
Ebol a cases surge past 2,000, no... [August 17] — Read article
Ebol a outbreak in DR Congo still... [August 17] — Read article
Ebol a outbreak in DR Congo becom .. [August 17] — Read article
Study ties COVID vaccine conspir... [August 18] — Read article
Severe COVID nmay awaken dormant ... [August 18] — Read article
Long COVID may affect up to 5% o0... [August 18] — Read article
4 new human HON2 avian flu cases... [August 18] — Read article
Saudi Arabia confirns 9 MERS cas... [August 18] — Read article
Severe COVID nmay awaken dormant ... [August 19] — Read article
4 new human HON2 avian flu cases... [August 19] - Read article
Kent ucky health officials confir... [August 19] — Read article

Bl ack Hawk County health warns o... [August 19] — Read article
DR Congo’s Ebol a outbreak ‘globa... [August 19] — Read article
COVI D vacci nation may have preve... [August 20] — Read article
Severe COVID may awaken dormant ... [August 20] — Read article
Long COVID may affect up to 5% o0... [August 20] — Read article
Congo' s Largest Ebola Qutbreak T... [August 20] — Read article
Ebol a out break in DR Congo outpa... [August 20] — Read article

Study ties COVID vaccine conspir... [August 21] — Read article
Qui ck takes: Ebola deaths top 1,... [August 21] — Read article
Canbodi a confirms human H5N1 avi... [August 21] — Read article
Ebol a out break now deadliest eve... [August 21] — Read article
Ebol a outbreak out of control in... [August 21] — Read article

DR Congo Ebol a cases top 5,200 a... [August 22] — Read article
DR Congo Ebol a Qutbreak Spreadin... [August 22] — Read article

lowa HHS confirms nore neasles c... [August 22] — Read article
Avian flu affects 77,700 South D... [August 22] — Read article
Ebol a outbreak in Congo expands ... [August 22] — Read article
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https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/climate-change/eaton-wildfire-evacuation-shelter-near-la-saw-outbreaks-norovirus-covid-and-flu
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/cambodia-confirms-human-h5n1-avian-flu-case-h5n1-hits-more-utah-egg-farms
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/dr-congo-ebola-outbreak-track-be-largest-history
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/ebola-outbreak-dr-congo-now-second-deadliest-history
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/ebola-cases-surge-past-2000-now-fastest-growing-outbreak-history
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/severe-covid-may-awaken-dormant-viruses-leading-autoimmune-disease-long-covid
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/4-new-human-h9n2-avian-flu-cases-china-australia-sees-more-h5n1-wild-birds
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/ebola-cases-surge-past-2000-now-fastest-growing-outbreak-history
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/ebola-outbreak-dr-congo-still-outpacing-response
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https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/study-ties-covid-vaccine-conspiracy-theories-distrust-government-mainstream-media
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/severe-covid-may-awaken-dormant-viruses-leading-autoimmune-disease-long-covid
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/long-covid-may-affect-5-healthcare-workers-hospitals-new-data-suggest
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/4-new-human-h9n2-avian-flu-cases-china-australia-sees-more-h5n1-wild-birds
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/mers-cov/saudi-arabia-confirms-9-mers-cases-including-hospital-cluster
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/severe-covid-may-awaken-dormant-viruses-leading-autoimmune-disease-long-covid
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/4-new-human-h9n2-avian-flu-cases-china-australia-sees-more-h5n1-wild-birds
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMilgFBVV95cUxOUGtOWEIzNEpfYl9ORkdCQ0FGNUhnYy1nYzVMTFVFOGRpY2JHZDFLenJNeHhFTWo0SkJTVWYwUWIwc21abEU0Vm5wSHJDY2l6dG9BYjk2Z0lEdE1DeUdRNjB5Z2R2UGNpbm5LdVZENmd2b3JmRUFMSHRneHVoYld1eXZrSzhUTzF6bk9ZT3BSdF9JdGpwa2fSAaoBQVVfeXFMTjJqSGdZSG51ZVpJdEUzNDlqY1Q2Z05fWFJ0WXVYTHVlYlNyaGwzV3lITkdOTVJpTXEtMGpsbmhjX3ZncTdBM0FwMktTYU8tWWRjUDNxWFZzS0dEcWhEcGY1dWZ5S2pFTmY1bVlvX3BPSzZ2N2xQdnZ6cDZwX0dwME9CaUhGQ045QkdNT2hsal9GQXhUUld1WUt4SmY4TG9kd05DWl9UZWg5QkE?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMi0gFBVV95cUxNN1RFcG02OFRzdnpEejVPSkIzM3FRZkhLRFdhUE9qU19EVkIwNnhhbkZDVXVXeE1IdGJ4LUYwWm54ZkZHRVBKbDhIaGptUWdnZjl0NFBSSUpPMk9SRjJqOUlEb25tRDhDaFpDTkVjUzNkWEROSmt3d3ZCQ1VXaVVfRENQdjd3TVY0U3RXNk5KX2tVYkRRY1NZa1ltTXdDWEwyOTRwbTJnbmdXOEFrMnBFTk83RTBLZzRmUGZVMzZuWjVhTHFnVmtEN21XT3hWNV8xcFE?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiqgFBVV95cUxOTkQtZmY0MGJJcG1JeUNrN2cwMUlYSDhhUGtvazVEZ08xN0hkWlVGOElTV1hMWkQzMndoc3FMTWxlYk5UZFVYZW9BVmtBVk5XN1FQcXhyT3NRVExEOS0wUzlOdHo2TG1jNVY1ZXFsYXZIYVlaZFpKQS11aGdkOEtfRE9KNXF2ZDFkQ0VJNlJ6WFJ0LUJ6V3hOelhra2lzSTVmVG9UMlZHeENWd9IBrwFBVV95cUxNTFNodVFOeE1QNDRfc1c0bXVDMnRYZWkzdjFjNFZNcHNXX3ZwSnVoeTdqa2JKM0VLQ3FoVnFoS0UwZW96T1hBdVRjOTV3YlBNR3ROMm5aSVllOXNNb1dRZFdtZzFRa2lDcmpjX1RHM0FaV1YtQzVsYy05SUxFY0RqVGlsNVV1dWJmVzV2Ty14bFJqS1dsUXYwTlBTQUNGZUNMQy1BUEJJWnk5aEhnWXBZ?oc=5
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/covid-vaccination-may-have-prevented-more-4000-deaths-one-washington-county
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/severe-covid-may-awaken-dormant-viruses-leading-autoimmune-disease-long-covid
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/long-covid-may-affect-5-healthcare-workers-hospitals-new-data-suggest
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMitAFBVV95cUxPUzVUVXdqenI1VHdVU2t5RFo2d2ZBTlFnb3BpM052NlhzTXhHWHg3VUd5QzhpOW5rOVpyajU1VVN5SFlTU1hXZXlxZ3BYbjU4aWdyVkNYdmw4OWFhQnF3dW5uRzZqekZmVm15VXlSZWZzMmQwSHZHQW9aQVI0UV85c2gxLVdHTFZVbEt4UV93MWZyTzVrRVVoR3NuR2FVVDJpMjJWMlZCN09MVTNjTFNyLUxNLU4?oc=5
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https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/study-ties-covid-vaccine-conspiracy-theories-distrust-government-mainstream-media
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/quick-takes-ebola-deaths-top-1000-measles-outbreak-delaware-h9n2-avian-flu-china
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/cambodia-confirms-human-h5n1-avian-flu-case-h5n1-hits-more-utah-egg-farms
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/ebola-outbreak-now-deadliest-ever-dr-congo-death-rate-reaches-46
https://news.google.?oc=5
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https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiqgFBVV95cUxOWkNremJJblpHdmZDNm9vQ0ZhVTFoSnIxWThtUEZ2Tjg1WWIxbE5YYXlkRjZyQldqckI1VVFzM1gzSFpSTW9xNTR2b1ljQ3YtdDBPaVV1N1RXazFsNmd1dVpWMXpWd1FIS2Vaek01Z0tnUm12bWZNWUhkRE5nTERMRVNRWE14azR4NkhhSmtpUW8wZ2tMekJwRk5RV0JtS0ZiZC1odlBmcmFTUQ?oc=5
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https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMia0FVX3lxTFBBU1dZWmNoeWlsdGZMMHR6bHlRVnl3ZzEtbzh2MjNscFZ1RTNZZHYzNUZjaUtGV01Cb1pLakVJejNlWk5ETHA1MDdlNGJTZTc3YlROT085QjNGZHI0THBQUWFUbjZtMTNYVnI0?oc=5
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Score Trend (Week of August 16-22, 2026)
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This week, the global misinformation risk remains consistently high,
primarily due to ongoing disinformation campaigns that are
increasingly leveraging Al-generated content. These campaigns are
targeting political, financial, and health sectors, with a particular focus
on manipulating election-related narratives and spreading fake news.
Deepfakes and fraudulent activities, including fake polling data and
scams, are further exacerbating the situation. The persistent high-risk
score indicates a need for robust countermeasures to address these
challenges across multiple sectors globally.
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Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and penalties specifically
targeting the creation and dissemination of Al-generated fake content.

e [Industry] Enhance Al and machine learning tools to improve the detection
and flagging of deepfakes and other forms of digital misinformation.

e [NGO] Increase collaboration with fact-checking organizations to ensure
accurate reporting and counteract false narratives effectively.

e [Education] Integrate media literacy programs into educational curricula to
equip students with skills to critically evaluate information sources.

e [Public] Launch awareness campaigns to educate citizens on identifying
and reporting misinformation and scams, focusing on election and health-
related narratives.
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Relevant Articles

Peopl e are naking noney fromw ... [August 16] — Read article
Russia's Anti-Ukrainian Disinfor... [August 16] — Read article
Russi an di sinformation 'expl odes... [August 16] — Read article
Fake accounts and fal se rumours ... [August 16] — Read article
DW Debunks Fake News About U. S. ... [August 16] — Read article
FromlIsraeli PMTo US Oficial, ... [August 17] — Read article
Al deepfakes an 'energency in th... [August 17] - Read article
GOP spreads fake data to turn Am .. [August 17] — Read article
FromiIndia to Israel to US: How ... [August 17] — Read article
Russia |s Spreading Fake Clains ... [August 17] — Read article
Al vs Al: Can artificial intelli... [August 18] — Read article

Beyond ‘ Fake News’': Wiy Canbodia... [August 18] — Read article
Appeal s court flags Al-generated... [August 18] — Read article

Fake LA Mayor Poll Showi ng Bass ... [August 18] — Read article
UK Prinme M nister Burnham duped ... [August 18] — Read article
Fake Al videos falsely promse K .. [August 19] — Read article
Fake polling fromnysterious com.. [August 19] — Read article
Cancer patients increasingly tur... [August 19] — Read article
Video | H1B Fake News: US Congre... [August 19] — Read article
A fake claimposted on X by an |I... [August 19] - Read article
Al’s abortion nisinformation pro... [August 20] — Read article
Pol ling Group Rel eased Fake Data... [August 20] — Read article
New Zeal and study warns of healt... [August 20] — Read article
Fake Polling Conpany Invented LA. .. [August 20] — Read article
Scammers are using fake crypto A... [August 20] — Read article
Anplifying the storm Cimte di... [August 22] — Read article
A COVID 19 Study Retracted Over ... [August 22] — Read article
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Unknown / Black Swan
Score Trend (Week of August 16-22, 2026)
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This week, two significant potential Black Swan events have emerged,
posing ecological and public health threats. In South Africa, the
emergence of rabies in Cape Fur Seals is raising concerns about a
possible ecological and zoonaotic crisis. This situation underscores the
need for urgent monitoring and containment measures to prevent the
spread of rabies to other wildlife and possibly humans. Concurrently, a
genetically distinct African Swine Fever Virus (ASFV) has been
identified in Spain, threatening global agriculture and food security.
The potential for this ASFV variant to disrupt the pork supply chain
and affect food security highlights the need for immediate biosecurity
measures and international cooperation to manage and contain the
outbreak effectively.



Unknown / Black Swan

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement immediate monitoring and containment measures
in South Africa to prevent the spread of rabies among marine and terrestrial
wildlife.

e [Research Institutions] Conduct urgent research to understand the
transmission dynamics of rabies in marine environments and the potential
crossover to terrestrial ecosystems.

e [Public Health Organizations] Prepare healthcare systems for potential
zoonotic disease cases by updating protocols and ensuring vaccine
availability.

e [International Bodies] Coordinate a global response to monitor and
manage the spread of the new ASFV variant, including research into
vaccines and containment strategies.

e [Agricultural Sector] Develop contingency plans for pork supply chain
disruptions, including alternative sourcing and stockpiling strategies.
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Week in Review: August 16-22, 2026

This week, existential risk trends across the six domains reveal a mix
of elevated and moderate threat levels. In the nuclear domain,
tensions remain high due to military posturing and modernization
efforts, with concerns about miscommunication and diplomatic
breakdowns. Al risks are moderate, driven by rapid advancements
and geopolitical implications, but efforts towards oversight and safety
protocols are noted. Climate change threats are high, exacerbated by
extreme weather events and insufficient policy responses. Pandemic
risks persist due to ongoing outbreaks and vaccine misinformation,
highlighting the need for better public health infrastructure. Information
integrity remains a significant concern with Al-driven disinformation
campaigns targeting various sectors. Lastly, potential Black Swan
events, such as rabies in Cape Fur Seals and a new ASFV variant in
Spain, underscore ecological and agricultural vulnerabilities,
necessitating urgent monitoring and international cooperation.



Closing Notes

Thank you for reviewing this week’s Panthrisk report. To stay
informed, visit panthrisk.com — our dashboard is updated daily with
the latest risk levels, GPT summaries, and recommended actions.

If you find this information valuable, please share it with colleagues
working to reduce global catastrophic risk. Awareness is the first step

toward action.
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