PANTHRISK WEEKLY RISK REPORT

Week of August 9-15, 2026

Panthrisk monitors humanity’s most serious existential threats using
curated news sources and Al-assisted analysis. Each day, our models
evaluate key global developments, generate risk-level assessments,
and propose actionable interventions. This weekly report summarizes
the trends, risk shifts, and notable insights from August 9-15, 2026
across all tracked categories.
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Nuclear War
Score Trend (Week of August 9-15, 2026)
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This week, the nuclear threat level has remained elevated due to a
combination of increased geopolitical tensions, modernization of
nuclear arsenals, and potential shifts in nuclear doctrines. The erosion
of international nuclear norms and reduced diplomatic communication
channels have further exacerbated the situation. Key nations are
engaging in debates over nuclear deterrence, and there are concerns
about the use of nuclear weapons in ongoing conflicts. The overall risk
of nuclear conflict is heightened, necessitating urgent diplomatic and
strategic measures to address these challenges.
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Nuclear War

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Convene an emergency summit to reinforce and expand
existing nuclear non-proliferation treaties.

e [NGOQ] Increase advocacy and public awareness campaigns on the risks of
nuclear proliferation and the importance of disarmament.

e [Diplomatic Community] Facilitate urgent diplomatic dialogues to address
and de-escalate nuclear tensions between major powers.

e [Industry] Invest in technologies that improve verification and monitoring of
nuclear activities to ensure compliance with international agreements.

¢ [Military] Conduct joint exercises focused on de-escalation and crisis
management involving nuclear scenarios.
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Nuclear War

Relevant Articles

Russi a may use

nucl ear weapons -... [August 9]

Fi nl and Repeals Ban On Hosting N... [August 9]

On Hiroshima anni versary, Japan’ ... [August 9]
Pentagon nmulls new nucl ear strat... [August 9]
The US will focus on tactical nu... [August 9]
Japan nucl ear debate unnerves pr... [August 10]
Net anyahu vows lIran will 'not ha... [August 10]
Russi a may use nucl ear weapons -... [August 10]
Maki ng such remarks at a tinme wh... [August 10]
Pent agon wants ‘expandi ng option... [August 10]
Russi a coul d use nucl ear weapons... [August 11]
Net anyahu says Iran will not get... [August 11]
Net anyahu says lran will 'not ha... [August 11]
Tir ki ye suggests Russia could re... [August 11]
Russi a may use nucl ear weapons -... [August 11]
Sout h Korean support for nuclear... [August 12]
Trunp Says Iran Could Have Nucle... [August 12]
Is US Preparing for Nuclear War ... [August 12]
Putting Armageddon on Autopilot:... [August 12]
Russi a coul d use nucl ear weapons... [August 12]
Tur key Says Russia May Use Nucle... [August 12]
Al Can Play a Linmted but Crucia... [August 13]
Russi a coul d use nucl ear weapons... [August 13]
Net anyahu says lran will 'not ha... [August 13]
Nagasaki warns agai nst nuclear d... [August 13]
Nagasaki warns of risk of nuclea... [August 13]
N. Korea warns of bolstering nuc... [August 14]
Letters to the Editor: As nuclea... [August 14]
Net anyahu: lran WIIl Not Possess... [August 14]
Net anyahu says Iran will 'not ha... [August 14]
Chi na urges Japanese authorities... [August 14]
Chi nese Spies Built Secret Nucle... [August 15]
N. Korea warns of bolstering nuc... [August 15]
Nagasaki nmarks 81lst anniversary ... [August 15]
Russi a coul d use nucl ear weapons... [August 15]
Net anyahu: Iran WII Not Possess... [August 15]
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Artificial Intelligence
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This week, the risk associated with Artificial Intelligence has been
consistently assessed as moderate, primarily due to ongoing
advancements in Al capabilities and deployment in critical sectors.
Concerns have been raised about Al safety, alignment, and the
potential for misuse, particularly in cybersecurity and misinformation.
The development of self-improving models and the use of Al in military
applications have also been highlighted as areas of concern. Despite
these risks, there is a continued emphasis on the need for robust
safety protocols and alignment strategies to mitigate potential threats.
The importance of transparency, accountability, and global
cooperation in managing Al risks remains a key focus.



Artificial Intelligence

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement comprehensive regulations and oversight
mechanisms for Al deployment, particularly in critical sectors such as
cybersecurity and military applications, to ensure safety and alignment.

¢ [Industry] Develop and enforce robust Al safety protocols, focusing on
models capable of self-improvement and those used in sensitive
applications.

e [Academia] Conduct interdisciplinary research on Al alignment and control
to ensure systems operate within intended parameters and do not pose
existential threats.

e [NGO] Advocate for transparency and accountability in Al development,
emphasizing the societal impacts and ethical considerations of advanced Al
technologies.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation to establish
international norms and agreements on Al safety and ethical use, ensuring a
unified approach to managing Al risks.

panthrisk.com — Panthrisk Weekly Risk Report



Artificial Intelligence

Relevant Articles

Safety and alignnment in an era o... [August 9] — Read article
GPT-Red: Unl ocking Self-Inmprovem.. [August 9] — Read article
Scientists used Artificial Intel... [August 9] — Read article
Al creates 16 new viruses that n... [August 9] — Read article
Al safety warnings mount as fron... [August 9] — Read article
Safety and alignment in an era o... [August 10] - Read article

The US is advancing Al safety th... [August 10] — Read article
Securing the future of Al agents [August 10] — Read article

Report explores risks and contro... [August 10] — Read article
The Al safety test is becoming a... [August 10] — Read article
penAl’s letter to Governor Abbo... [August 11] — Read article

Responding to the next frontier ... [August 11] — Read article
Safety and alignment in an era o... [August 11] — Read article
America |Is Exporting Al To Allie... [August 11] — Read article
Gover nor Newsom announces new Al... [August 11] — Read article
Expandi ng Daybreak as the Cyber ... [August 12] - Read article
Safety and alignment in an era o... [August 12] — Read article
Banking’s Next Al Risk Is Cyber ... [August 12] — Read article
Al safety needs guardrails befor... [August 12] — Read article
Al’s rapid growth could outpace ... [August 12] — Read article
penAl’s letter to Governor Abbo... [August 13] — Read article
Safety and alignment in an era o... [August 13] — Read article
Artificial Intelligence content ... [August 13] — Read article
Banking’s Next Al Risk Is Cyber ... [August 13] — Read article
Al safety needs guardrails befor... [August 13] — Read article
Putting frontier cyber nodels in... [August 14] — Read article
Responding to the next frontier ... [August 14] — Read article
Safety and alignment in an era o... [August 14] — Read article

Googl e DeepM nd Pioneer Denis Ha... [August 14] — Read article
Japan to depl oy stronger Al safe... [August 14] — Read article
Safety and alignment in an era o... [August 15] — Read article
Wiite House Al Safety Reviews Co... [August 15] - Read article
Ant hropi ¢ Rai ses Al Risk Concern... [August 15] — Read article
Heal thcare's Rush to Adopt Artif... [August 15] — Read article
Claude Artificial Intelligence M.. [August 15] — Read article
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Climate Change

Score Trend (Week of August 9-15, 2026)
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This week, the climate risk remains high due to a series of extreme
weather events, record-breaking temperatures, and the ongoing
impact of climate change on ecosystems and human health. The trend
indicates increasing public concern and highlights systemic challenges
in addressing these impacts effectively. There is a notable rise in the
frequency and intensity of heatwaves, marine heatwaves, and other
extreme weather phenomena, which are leading to significant
ecological disruptions and socio-economic consequences. The current
global policy responses are deemed inadequate in mitigating these
risks, underscoring the need for more robust and coordinated action.
The persistence of these trends suggests a heightened risk of near-
term disasters and long-term planetary impacts if not addressed

promptly.



Climate Change

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement and enforce stricter emissions regulations to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions immediately.

e [NGQ] Increase public awareness campaigns to educate communities on
climate resilience, adaptation strategies, and the importance of sustainable
practices.

¢ [Industry] Invest in renewable energy and sustainable technologies to
reduce carbon footprints and promote environmental responsibility.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation to enhance
climate resilience and adaptation strategies, particularly in vulnerable
regions.

e [Research Institutions] Conduct studies to better understand climate
change's impact on biodiversity and develop conservation strategies.
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Climate Change

Relevant Articles

Read article

Massive Wldfires Test the Limt... [August 9]

Econonic costs of climte change... [August 9] - Read article
Study links climate change to Ca... [August 9] — Read article
Budapest records hottest day eve... [August 9] — Read article
South Korea's Lee orders full go... [August 9] — Read article
UN warns of rising food prices d... [August 10] — Read article
Massive Wldfires Test the Limt... [August 10] — Read article
Wl dfire snoke poses growing ris... [August 10] — Read article
Public Concern About Cinmate Cha... [August 10] — Read article
Philippine rice growers on front... [August 10] — Read article

Wl dfires burn 45,000 hectares a... [August 11] — Read article
Ccean hits highest-ever-recorded... [August 11] — Read article

June and July hottest on record ... [August 11] — Read article
Storns, typhoons batter China, P... [August 11] — Read article
Mari ne heatwaves strike as clinma... [August 11] — Read article
Rhine River hits record-low flow. .. [August 12] — Read article
Europe’ s worseni ng drought expla... [August 12] — Read article
Billions in losses hit Europe...... [ August 12] - Read article
Cimte change mght hit N Kore... [August 12] — Read article
East Asia hit by heatwaves as cl... [August 12] — Read article
The U S. just had its hottest no... [August 13] — Read article
Cimte change crisis: Wiy extre... [August 13] — Read article
More than 20,000 forced to evacu... [August 13] — Read article
Cimte change hel ps invasive sp... [August 13] — Read article
Western Europe saw hottest June-... [August 13] — Read article
The U.S. just had its hottest no... [August 14] - Read article
How climate change and El Nifio s... [August 14] — Read article
These Col orado ranchers want fos... [August 14] — Read article
Cimate change 'loading the dice... [August 14] — Read article
When your climate change ‘Plan B... [August 14] — Read article

Puerto Rico Rations Water as His... [August 15] — Read article
Germany records around 12,500 he... [August 15] — Read article

@l f Stream col | apse coul d depen... [August 15] — Read article
Water levels fall to record lows... [August 15] - Read article
Climate change is turning northe... [August 15] — Read article
Cimate change hel ps invasive sp... [August 15] — Read article
dimate Change Has Unl eashed an ... [August 15] — Read article
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Pandemics
Score Trend (Week of August 9-15, 2026)

4.2 42 4.2
4 |38 37 3.8 o ° o 3.8

@ 6 P 6 @ P @
° & ¥ & & 3 &
,\TL - ,b‘f]/

N ,\nl’ "~ M _\(7
- ey Y -

This week, the pandemic risk level fluctuated between moderate and
high, driven by ongoing challenges with COVID-19, avian flu, and
emerging outbreaks of Ebola, measles, and other infectious diseases.
The situation is exacerbated by misinformation, vaccine hesitancy,
and gaps in public health responses. Notably, the resurgence of
measles and the persistence of long COVID present significant public
health challenges. The rise in Ebola cases further heightens the risk,
necessitating urgent containment efforts. Overall, the need for
improved vaccine coverage and public health communication remains
critical.

panthrisk.com — Panthrisk Weekly Risk Report



Pandemics

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Increase funding and resources for rapid response teams to
contain Ebola and measles outbreaks.

e [Healthcare] Enhance training and resources for healthcare workers to
manage long COVID and other post-viral conditions effectively.

e [NGO] Support community outreach programs to educate the public on the
importance of vaccination and preventive health measures.

e [Media] Combat misinformation by providing clear, evidence-based
information on vaccines and infectious disease prevention.

e [Industry] Accelerate the development of universal vaccines and treatments
for emerging infectious diseases.
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Relevant Articles

Study details long COVID s effec... [August 9] — Read article

Severe COVID nmay awaken dormant ... [August 9] — Read article
Long COVID may affect up to 5% o0... [August 9] — Read article
4 new human HON2 avian flu cases... [August 9] — Read article
Canbodi a confirms human H5NL avi... [August 9] — Read article

WHO reports H5N1 death anong var... [August 9] — Read article
VWHO notes 4 new MERS cases, 2 fa... [August 9] — Read article
VWHO reports 3 nore MERS cases fr... [August 9] — Read article

Rapid risk assessnment — Assessin... [August 9] — Read article
Qut break of Vibrio Vulnificus, a... [August 9] — Read article
Severe COVID may awaken dormant ... [August 10] — Read article
Long COVID nmay affect up to 5% o0... [August 10] — Read article
4 new human HON2 avian flu cases... [August 10] — Read article

Saudi Arabia confirnms 9 MERS cas... [August 10] — Read article
Cycl ospora Qutbreak Spreads to 1... [August 10] — Read article
Tayl or Farms cycl ospora out break... [August 10] — Read article
Long COVID may affect up to 5% o0... [August 11] — Read article
Many Bl ack US patients with long... [August 11] — Read article

4 new human HON2 avian flu cases... [August 11] — Read article
Avian flu hits 4 US poultry farm.. [August 11] — Read article
Over 400 state vaccine bills, 9 ... [August 11] — Read article
Study ties COVID vaccine conspir... [August 12] — Read article
Many Bl ack US patients with long... [August 12] — Read article
Canbodi a confirms human H5NL avi... [August 12] — Read article
Ebol a cases surge past 2,000, no... [August 12] — Read article
Congo battles fastest-spreading ... [August 12] — Read article
Severe COVID may awaken dormant ... [August 13] — Read article

Long COVID may affect up to 5% o0... [August 13] — Read article
DR Congo Ebol a outbreak on track... [August 13] — Read article

The U.S. is experiencing the lar... [August 13] — Read article
Ebol a outbreak in Congo kills no... [August 13] — Read article
4 new human HON2 avian flu cases... [August 14] — Read article

DR Congo Ebol a outbreak on track... [August 14] — Read article
Ebol a outbreak in DR Congo now s... [August 14] — Read article
DRC s fast-growi ng Ebola outbrea... [August 14] — Read article
BREAKI NG Measl es outbreak confi... [August 14] — Read article
Severe COVID nmay awaken dormant ... [August 15] — Read article
‘Ebola I's Wnning': Epidemc Now. .. [August 15] — Read article
Eye on Africa - DR Congo Ebola o... [August 15] — Read article
Death toll rises to 9 in Upper E... [August 15] — Read article
Thousands of Anmericans fall ill ... [August 15] - Read article
Is It Safe to Eat Lettuce and O ... [August 15] — Read article
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https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/study-details-long-covid-s-effect-patients-wellbeing
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/severe-covid-may-awaken-dormant-viruses-leading-autoimmune-disease-long-covid
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/long-covid-may-affect-5-healthcare-workers-hospitals-new-data-suggest
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/4-new-human-h9n2-avian-flu-cases-china-australia-sees-more-h5n1-wild-birds
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/cambodia-confirms-human-h5n1-avian-flu-case-h5n1-hits-more-utah-egg-farms
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/who-reports-h5n1-death-among-variant-zoonotic-flu-cases-seen-year
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/mers-cov/who-notes-4-new-mers-cases-2-fatal-saudi-arabia-september
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/mers-cov/who-reports-3-more-mers-cases-saudi-arabia
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/multiple-detections-poliovirus-wastewater-eueea
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiowFBVV95cUxQYkNJNDBEb2hxVGwzZUlXMWJiRlZmLXlyNkR3SVhZUm9qQ1h2R2VCLTFuUVZDRmVGR3BBbG1lTnZaSkV1cjRLZnZ3eTlScVF4eC1kV2hRT3hMOU1KX1pVU1JGdkZQeDlrcDl6OWw3WUp3WnFLbzJUQ0duNjZfVkRMbVZtUjM0UVNENThicDNmNnpFalJiMUxHRTBGTDV0bFktRkpR?oc=5
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/severe-covid-may-awaken-dormant-viruses-leading-autoimmune-disease-long-covid
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/long-covid-may-affect-5-healthcare-workers-hospitals-new-data-suggest
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/4-new-human-h9n2-avian-flu-cases-china-australia-sees-more-h5n1-wild-birds
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/mers-cov/saudi-arabia-confirms-9-mers-cases-including-hospital-cluster
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Information Integrity
Score Trend (Week of August 9-15, 2026)
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This week, the information integrity landscape has seen fluctuating
levels of misinformation risk, with scores ranging from moderate to
high. The primary concerns have been fake news, scams, and
disinformation campaigns, particularly affecting political, health, and
climate change narratives. The use of Al to propagate falsehoods has
been highlighted as a significant factor in the increased risk levels.
The persistence of these issues suggests a need for enhanced
detection and mitigation strategies across various sectors. The focus
remains on improving regulatory measures, public awareness, and
technological solutions to combat misinformation effectively.



Information Integrity

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and penalties for spreading
misinformation, particularly in political and health contexts.

¢ [Industry] Enhance algorithms and Al tools to better detect and flag
misinformation and fake accounts on digital platforms.

e [NGO] Launch public awareness campaigns to educate individuals on
recognizing and reporting misinformation and scams.

e [Education] Integrate media literacy programs into curricula to equip future
generations with critical thinking skills.

e [Tech Companies] Collaborate with researchers to develop tools for
identifying and mitigating misinformation.
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Relevant Articles
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Al fake video uses ADGP's identi... [August 10]
PwC |l eft red-faced after being c... [August 10]
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Unknown / Black Swan
Score Trend (Week of August 9-15, 2026)
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This week, the emergence of rabies in Cape Fur Seals in South Africa
has been consistently highlighted as a potential ecological and public
health Black Swan event. The situation is characterized by its
unpredictability and the potential for significant cascading effects on
both marine and terrestrial ecosystems. The consistent scores across
the week suggest a sustained concern about the implications of this
outbreak, particularly regarding its potential to spread zoonotically and
impact human populations. The need for immediate monitoring,
research, and public awareness is emphasized as key to managing
this unexpected challenge. The event underscores the importance of
cross-border collaboration and the development of contingency plans
to mitigate potential widespread impacts.



Unknown / Black Swan

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement immediate monitoring and containment measures
to prevent further spread of rabies among marine and terrestrial animals.

e [Research Institutions] Conduct urgent research to understand the
transmission dynamics and potential environmental factors contributing to
this outbreak.

e [Public Health Agencies] Increase public awareness and preparedness for
potential zoonotic transmission, including vaccination campaigns in affected
areas.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate cross-border collaboration for data
sharing and coordinated response efforts to manage the outbreak
effectively.

e [Local Communities] Collaborate with local authorities to mitigate impacts
on fisheries and tourism, ensuring sustainable practices are maintained.
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Relevant Articles

Energence of Rabies in Cape Fur
Russian ‘ Starlink’

Enmer gence
Enmer gence
Ener gence
Enmer gence
Enmer gence

i mate change has noved from an. ..
What are ‘climte black swan’

of
of
of
of
of

Rabi es
Rabi es
Rabi es
Rabi es
Rabi es

panthrisk.com — Panthrisk Weekly Risk Report

i n Cape
i n Cape
i n Cape
in Cape
in Cape

creates first...

Fur
Fur
Fur
Fur
Fur

ev...

[ August
[ August
[ August
[ August
[ August
[ August
[ August
[ August
[ August

10]
10]
11]
12]
13]
14]
15]
15]
15]

Read

arti

cle

Read

arti

cle

Read

arti

cle

Read

arti

cle

Read

arti

cle

Read

arti

cle

Read

arti

cle

Read

arti

cle

Read

arti

cle



https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/10/26-0179_article
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMikAJBVV95cUxQOWk4aEwyLXFyeU1qSXlpeEE5MlZ3RERsME1GMkNnN0wyNVpaaUtHZE1GYTR4dWl2VU1YNnk1LUxhXzVfMlY0eUF5MEtjZXlxQndvSTRtb1J1dmZEZEVSZlJYR1ZJX3UwWTdLdndDQ1did1NJa0FVX0FlRWtYVUE0NHZfQ01wT2cwbk0yMnI0cUhfZzZKaVRtQTNFUW5EenJiMFM5ZF9yY2Y1ZWdoSWh0Tk9qMDBNLURvVi1vRFM5ZmY2UHByUU1wbEtSS1FhcU1SQUxLZWxCODh3d2l6QVc4TlB0Rll6ZGxZMEJMU0FoeG9URlBfLUJUVVJ4NGxFaTRlNFZrTVFPMGZJVVhfcWgzbA?oc=5
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/10/26-0179_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/10/26-0179_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/10/26-0179_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/10/26-0179_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/10/26-0179_article
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiZEFVX3lxTFBWaXBEVjNuVDhpai1GN3RPM0E1V3ZyZTRSTU12eWpxQktQdV9OUkMyU0lEUFR6aklsa3ZWNDNDRDVYaW5UX2tkWGRNSkpUY0RVMFdEVHRjZ3BkOGdGNzUwMTQ2bWjSAVxBVV95cUxPa0NfTV9MWkFOQk9hMkdVbUdCd0pqdEhfdktTTFRjMUctZkZOdUtuVmdzLWtvMGhrTEwwVW9EUFhZTHVucnh6azdFTlNzMkJaYVc5aEh1blJJYTFzaw?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5

Week in Review: August 9-15, 2026

This week, existential risk trends across the six domains have shown
varied levels of concern, with nuclear war and climate change risks
remaining notably high. Geopolitical tensions and nuclear arsenal
developments have kept nuclear threat levels elevated, while climate
change continues to pose significant challenges due to extreme
weather events and inadequate policy responses. Atrtificial intelligence
risks are moderate, with ongoing advancements raising concerns
about safety, alignment, and misuse, particularly in military and
cybersecurity contexts. Pandemic risks fluctuate between moderate
and high, driven by ongoing challenges with COVID-19 and emerging
infectious diseases, highlighting the need for improved public health
responses. Information integrity risks are marked by fluctuating
misinformation levels, exacerbated by Al-driven disinformation,
necessitating better detection and mitigation strategies. Lastly, the
emergence of rabies in Cape Fur Seals is identified as a potential
Black Swan event, underscoring the importance of monitoring and
cross-border collaboration to manage its unpredictable impacts.



Closing Notes

Thank you for reviewing this week’s Panthrisk report. To stay
informed, visit panthrisk.com — our dashboard is updated daily with
the latest risk levels, GPT summaries, and recommended actions.

If you find this information valuable, please share it with colleagues
working to reduce global catastrophic risk. Awareness is the first step

toward action.
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