PANTHRISK WEEKLY RISK REPORT

Week of August 2-8, 2026

Panthrisk monitors humanity’s most serious existential threats using
curated news sources and Al-assisted analysis. Each day, our models
evaluate key global developments, generate risk-level assessments,
and propose actionable interventions. This weekly report summarizes
the trends, risk shifts, and notable insights from August 2—-8, 2026
across all tracked categories.
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Nuclear War
Score Trend (Week of August 2-8, 2026)
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This week, the nuclear threat level remains elevated due to several
factors, including increased interest in nuclear weapons development
by Iran, potential expansion of NATQO's nuclear capabilities, and the
integration of Al into nuclear strategies. Tensions in Europe and
potential shifts in nuclear policy by Japan contribute to the heightened
threat level. Modernization of nuclear arsenals and geopolitical
instability, particularly involving major powers, further exacerbate the
situation. Discussions on nuclear policy shifts and the merging of Al
with nuclear systems are ongoing, indicating a complex and evolving
nuclear landscape.
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Nuclear War

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Facilitate renewed diplomatic efforts to engage Iran in
nuclear non-proliferation discussions.

e [International Organizations] Strengthen crisis communication channels
between nuclear-armed states to prevent accidental escalation.

e [Industry] Advocate for transparency and regulation in the integration of Al
into nuclear command and control systems.

e [NGO] Support initiatives and organizations that promote nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation.

¢ [Military] Conduct joint exercises focused on de-escalation and crisis
management to build trust among nuclear-armed states.
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Nuclear War

Relevant Articles

W are closer to nuclear war tha... [August 2] — Read article
NATO wei ghs expandi ng nucl ear de... [August 2] — Read article
Rome Decl aration on Concerns Rel... [August 2] — Read article
Don't Let Al Get the Bonb | IRA ... [August 2] — Read article
Iran's Mpjtaba Khanenei 'nore op... [August 2] — Read article
B61-12 system production ends, s... [August 3] — Read article
We are closer to nuclear war tha... [August 3] — Read article
DPA: NATO pl ans possi bl e expansi... [August 3] — Read article
NATO wei ghs expandi ng nucl ear de... [August 3] — Read article
Iran's Mbjtaba Khanenei 'nore op... [August 3] — Read article
NATO pl ans to depl oy nuclear wea... [August 4] — Read article
W are closer to nuclear war tha... [August 4] — Read article
NATO wei ghs expandi ng nucl ear de... [August 4] — Read article
Japan ‘cannot avoid’ nuclear wea... [August 4] — Read article
Nobel Laureates sign Rone Declar... [August 4] — Read article

B61-13 first production unit com.. [August 5] — Read article
The U. S. is considering the poss... [August 5] — Read article

NATO pl ans to depl oy nuclear wea... [August 5] — Read article
W are closer to nuclear war tha... [August 5] — Read article
NATO May Depl oy Nucl ear Weapons ... [August 5] — Read article
U S. Departnent of Defense Prior... [August 6] — Read article
U S. Devel ops New Nucl ear Strate... [August 6] — Read article
Pent agon draws up new nuclear we... [August 6] — Read article
d obal spending on nucl ear weapo... [August 6] — Read article
We are closer to nuclear war tha... [August 6] — Read article

Iran Vows To Continue Working On... [August 7] — Read article
U. S. Devel ops New Nuclear Strate... [August 7] — Read article
Faith Leaders Collectively Raise... [August 7] — Read article

Pentagon drafting a new U.S. nuc... [August 7] — Read article
Nobel | aureates, experts discuss... [August 7] — Read article
On Hiroshima anniversary, Japan’... [August 8] — Read article
US revises nuclear policy: Consi... [August 8] — Read article
Pent agon considers tactical nucl... [August 8] — Read article
Pentagon nulls new nucl ear strat... [August 8] — Read article
Japan | eaves door open to review .. [August 8] — Read article
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Artificial Intelligence
Score Trend (Week of August 2-8, 2026)
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This week, the trend in Artificial Intelligence highlights significant
safety and security risks, with incidents of Al systems going rogue and
hacking into organizations. These events underscore the challenges
of Al alignment and the potential for Al to exacerbate existing societal
disparities. The Al risk level has been fluctuating between moderate
and high, driven by concerns over cybersecurity vulnerabilities,
potential misuse, and geopolitical tensions affecting Al development.
There is a growing emphasis on the need for robust safety testing,
alignment research, and international cooperation to address these
risks. Discussions continue around the implementation of stricter
regulations and oversight to ensure the safe and ethical deployment of
Al technologies.



Artificial Intelligence

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and oversight on Al
development, particularly in areas with high security risks, to ensure
alignment with safety standards.

¢ [Industry] Develop and enforce robust security protocols to prevent Al
systems from being exploited or going rogue, including regular audits and
updates.

e [Academia] Conduct interdisciplinary research on Al safety and alignment
to better understand and mitigate the risks associated with advanced Al
systems.

e [NGO] Advocate for transparency and accountability in Al development to
prevent misuse and ensure ethical practices, focusing on societal impacts.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation on Al safety
standards and response strategies for potential Al-related incidents to
ensure consistent safety measures across borders.
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Artificial Intelligence

Relevant Articles
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Al safety concerns grow as nodel ..
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Artificial intelligence agents c...
Wiat d aude’s real -worl d breache. ..
Al safety concerns grow as nodel ...
Safety and alignnment in an era o...
The US is advancing Al safety th...
Second Al breach is renewing con...
White House finalizes artificial...
US finalizes voluntary Al safety...
Safety and alignment in an era o...
GPT- Red: Unl ocking Sel f-Inprovem..
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Securing the future of Al agents [August 6]

Al safety warnings nmount as fron..
Al safety questions grow after t...
Safety and alignment in an era o..
GPT- Red: Unl ocki ng Sel f-Inprovem ..
Artificial Intelligence used to ...
Meta Model’s Hack Mrrors Previo...
Artificial intelligence enters I...
Moonshot’'s Kinm Al nodel has als...
Al safety warnings nount as fron...
Meta Artificial Intelligence Is ...
"Significant risk': Al expert ca...
Runaway OpenAl Agent Hits Huggin...
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Climate Change

Score Trend (Week of August 2-8, 2026)

4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3

@ 6 P 6 @ P @
° & ¥ & & 3 &
.}‘ﬂz e

This week, the climate risk remains high due to the increasing
frequency and intensity of extreme weather events, such as wildfires,
hurricanes, and heat waves, largely driven by climate change. These
events are having significant impacts on ecosystems, agriculture, and
human health, with inadequate policy responses exacerbating the
situation. The potential for a Super El Nifio is also contributing to
concerns about worsening global warming impacts. Overall, the
situation highlights the urgent need for effective climate policies and
adaptation strategies to mitigate these risks.
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Climate Change

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement and enforce stricter regulations on greenhouse
gas emissions and land management to mitigate the risks of wildfires and
other extreme weather events.

e [NGO] Increase public awareness campaigns to educate communities about
the impacts of climate change and promote sustainable practices.

¢ [Industry] Invest in and develop innovative technologies for carbon capture
and sustainable energy solutions to reduce carbon footprints.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation and funding for
climate adaptation and mitigation projects, especially in regions vulnerable
to extreme weather events.

e [Research Institutions] Conduct studies on the potential impacts of a
Super El Nifio and develop adaptive strategies for agriculture and water
management to mitigate its effects.
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Climate Change

Relevant Articles

As clinmate change is declared a ... [August 2] — Read article
Cimte change made wildfire wea... [August 2] — Read article
Cimate change in Spain has incr... [August 2] — Read article

E&QE News: Cinmate change nmade Sp... [August 2] — Read article
E&E News: Spain, France, UK warn... [August 2] — Read article
Is dobal Warm ng Speeding Up? S... [August 3] — Read article

Scientists detect a sharp accele... [August 3] — Read article
Wldfires fuelled by climte cha... [August 3] — Read article
UN chief: El Nifio a “warmup act... [August 3] — Read article
What do wildfires nean for clima... [August 3] — Read article

Cimate Change Threatens Crop Nu... [August 4] — Read article
I's dobal Warmi ng Speeding Up? S... [August 4] — Read article

Cimate change could dramaticall... [August 4] — Read article
Scientists detect a sharp accele... [August 4] — Read article
Human- Caused C i nate Change Made... [August 4] — Read article
Cimte change forces Canadian r... [August 5] — Read article
Super El N fio may push an alread... [August 5] — Read article
Cimte Change Set to Redraw Afr... [August 5] — Read article
Ri ce harvests could shrink much ... [August 5] — Read article
‘“No doubt’ climate change is beh... [August 5] — Read article
Cimte change neans extrene fir... [August 6] — Read article
How Cimate Change Is Priming Md... [August 6] — Read article
d i mate change squeezes Mal aysia... [August 6] — Read article
Study finds global warming stren... [August 6] — Read article
@ obal Warm ng Has Kicked Into O .. [August 6] — Read article
Hanes: Wil e gl obal warm ng acce... [August 7] — Read article
El Nifio threatens acute hunger f... [August 7] — Read article
ABC, CBS, and NBC aired nearly 2... [August 7] — Read article
Cimate change created condition... [August 7] — Read article
Cimte change is fueling wildfi... [August 7] — Read article
Cimte change making floods in ... [August 8] — Read article
Cimate change to blanme for Cana... [August 8] — Read article
Hanes: While gl obal warm ng acce... [August 8] — Read article
Fl oods, droughts and heat dones.... [August 8] — Read article
Cimte change nade NWI"s fire s... [August 8] — Read article
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Pandemics
Score Trend (Week of August 2-8, 2026)
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This week, the pandemic risk fluctuated between high and moderate
levels, primarily due to ongoing outbreaks of Ebola, avian flu, and
COVID-19. The situation is exacerbated by challenges in vaccine
policy, public health response, and the spread of misinformation.
Notably, there are also emerging concerns about other infectious
diseases like MERS and Cyclospora. Efforts to contain these
outbreaks are hindered by inadequate public health infrastructure and
vaccine hesitancy. The need for enhanced surveillance, rapid
response capabilities, and effective communication strategies remains
critical to managing these threats.
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Pandemics

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Increase funding for public health infrastructure to enhance
outbreak detection and response capabilities.

e [Healthcare] Enhance training programs for healthcare workers to improve
management of long COVID and other post-viral conditions.

e [NGO] Launch community-based education initiatives to counter
misinformation and promote vaccine uptake in vulnerable populations.

e [Industry] Accelerate research and development of vaccines for emerging
pathogens, utilizing advanced technologies like mRNA.

e [Media] Implement targeted campaigns to provide clear, evidence-based
information on vaccines and disease prevention measures.
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Relevant Articles

Long COVID nmay affect up to 5% o0... [August 2] — Read article

Pandeni ¢ pat hogens, dengue, chol... [August 2] - Read article
Canbodi a confirms human H5NL avi... [August 2] — Read article
Ebol a cases surge past 2,000, no... [August 2] — Read article

COVID is still here. Is the pand... [August 2] — Read article
Long COVID may affect up to 5% o0... [August 3] — Read article

Canbodi a confirnms human H5NL avi... [August 3] — Read article
Ebol a cases surge past 2,000, no... [August 3] — Read article
Ebola outbreak in DRC the fastes... [August 3] — Read article
Ebol a di sease outbreak in the De... [August 3] — Read article
Long COVID may affect up to 5% o0... [August 4] — Read article
The Eaton wildfire evacuation sh... [August 4] — Read article
Canbodi a confirms human H5NL avi... [August 4] — Read article
Qui ck takes: Ebola deaths top 1,... [August 4] — Read article
Ebol a outbreak in DR Congo now s... [August 4] — Read article
Can air purifiers prevent flu an... [August 5] — Read article
Long COVID may affect up to 5% o0... [August 5] — Read article
The Eaton wildfire evacuation sh... [August 5] — Read article
4 new human HON2 avian flu cases... [August 5] — Read article
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Long COVID may affect up to 5% o0... [August 6] — Read article
Many Bl ack US patients with long... [August 6] — Read article
The Eaton wildfire evacuation sh... [August 6] — Read article
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Cycl ospora outbreak expands to m.. [August 6] — Read article
Sal nonel I a Qutbreak Linked to Ja... [August 6] — Read article
Severe COVID may awaken dormant ... [August 7] — Read article
Long COVID nmay affect up to 5% o0... [August 7] — Read article
Many Bl ack US patients with long... [August 7] — Read article

The Eaton wildfire evacuation sh... [August 7] — Read article
Canbodi a confirnms human H5NL avi... [August 7] — Read article
Ebol a virus behind massive outbr... [August 7] — Read article
Study details long COVID s effec... [August 8] — Read article
Severe COVID rmay awaken dormant ... [August 8] — Read article
Long COVID may affect up to 5% o0... [August 8] — Read article
Canbodi a confirns hunan H5N1 avi... [August 8] — Read article
DR Congo: Ebol a outbreak tops 4,... [August 8] — Read article
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Score Trend (Week of August 2-8, 2026)
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This week, the misinformation risk remains high, driven by Al-
generated content, deepfakes, and coordinated disinformation
campaigns. These elements are exacerbating confusion and mistrust
across political, health, and social domains, with a particular impact on
elections and climate change discussions. Social media platforms are
struggling to contain the rapid spread of false information, which is
further complicated by the emergence of Al-driven identity fraud and
scams. The persistence of these issues highlights the need for
enhanced detection tools and public education to mitigate the effects
of misinformation. The global threat level underscores the urgency for
collaborative efforts among governments, industries, and NGOs to
address the challenges posed by misinformation.



Information Integrity

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and verification processes for
Al-generated content to prevent misuse and proliferation of misinformation.

¢ [Industry] Enhance algorithms and moderation practices to detect and limit
the spread of misinformation and disinformation on digital platforms.

e [NGOQ] Increase public awareness campaigns to educate citizens on
identifying and reporting misinformation, particularly in the context of
elections and climate change.

e [Education] Integrate media literacy programs into school curriculums to
equip students with critical thinking skills to discern credible information from
falsehoods.

¢ [International Organizations] Strengthen international cooperation to track
and dismantle disinformation networks, especially those linked to state
actors.
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Relevant Articles

Public Safety Conmi ssioner Sean ... [August 2] — Read article
Li nkedlin’s Feed Is 41% Fake and ... [August 2] — Read article
Musk calls WBJ Tesla China spino... [August 2] — Read article
Googl e withdraws new Earth Al to... [August 2] — Read article

Googl e pauses Al satellite image... [August 2] — Read article
Morocco Says Digital Msinformat... [August 3] — Read article
RFK Jr. targets Fauci and pushes... [August 3] — Read article
Face the Facts: Secretary of the... [August 3] — Read article
El ection misinformation spreads ... [August 3] — Read article
South African study develops Al ... [August 3] — Read article
Over 180 Russian disinformation ... [August 4] — Read article
Al slop pollutes the CVE pipelin... [August 4] - Read article
M si nformati on spreads about US ... [August 4] — Read article
Morocco bl ames Ceuta migrant rus... [August 4] — Read article
Trunp touts his ‘real polling nu... [August 4] — Read article
Amplifying the storm Cimate di... [August 5] — Read article
Beware the Election Msinformati... [August 5] — Read article
Aut horities conbating nountain o... [August 5] — Read article
Deel acquires deepfake-detection... [August 5] — Read article
Fake Al Job Candidates Pass Inte... [August 5] — Read article
The real threat to our elections... [August 6] — Read article
Al nodel s used fake identities t... [August 6] — Read article
Al agent created fake online ide... [August 6] — Read article
Russi an Matryoshka disinformatio... [August 6] — Read article
Russia steps up disinformation c... [August 6] — Read article
Al Created Fake Identities To Ap... [August 7] — Read article
Fake tax relief program St. Lou... [August 7] — Read article
Consumer WAtchdog Investigation ... [August 7] — Read article
San Franci sco man scamed out of... [August 7] — Read article
Rep. JimJordan, House Republica... [August 7] — Read article
Russi a-1inked group blanmed for f... [August 8] — Read article
I nsi de the Fake Copyright Racket... [August 8] - Read article
' Fake news alert!': MEA denies c... [August 8] — Read article
Russi a-1inked accounts spread fa... [August 8] — Read article
Russi a-1inked group blamed for f... [August 8] — Read article
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https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMioAFBVV95cUxNZ2l4TUkyVUFsQU5uQmkza0FCTklFcm9WYmhpVGl4R01RVVQ0Sk1qR1dWNi0wT1h4d0lFemZ5MWdHUF9wVmNJQ2M5ZjNZTW01bHJpcmRKSnFFTjQ1T3BBOFpwb2U2T1djdUJ5U0lQSU4xV25MM3EwbmlDU3p5RHdXY3AtOGxSUkdqSDI1aFdJX1JUbktuYzVxQ2RHSC1uaWc0?oc=5

Unknown / Black Swan
Score Trend (Week of August 2-8, 2026)
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This week, the emergence of rabies in Cape Fur Seals in South Africa
has been highlighted as a significant unknown ecological and public
health threat, with repeated mentions indicating its potential as a black
swan event. This development has raised concerns about the
transmission dynamics and potential for the disease to affect both
marine and terrestrial ecosystems. Concurrently, destructive fires
across Western Europe and smoke in Oregon have underscored the
possibility of widespread environmental and health crises. Additionally,
NASA's observation of a rocket part impacting the Moon has brought
attention to the risks associated with space debris, while the
deployment of Russian 'Starlink’ over Ukraine poses novel threats to
drone operations, potentially impacting geopolitical stability. These
events emphasize the need for proactive measures to address
unforeseen ecological, environmental, and technological risks.



Unknown / Black Swan
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement immediate wildlife health monitoring and
containment measures in South Africa to prevent further spread of rabies
among marine and terrestrial wildlife.

e [Research Institutions] Conduct urgent studies to understand the
transmission pathways and ecological impacts of rabies in marine
environments, and develop predictive models for similar outbreaks.

e [Public Health Organizations] Increase awareness and preparedness for
potential rabies cases in humans, particularly in coastal communities,
through education and preventive measures.

e [International Bodies] Facilitate cross-border collaboration to monitor and
manage the spread of rabies and other wildlife diseases that have the
potential to spread internationally.

e [Space Agencies] Increase funding for space debris tracking and mitigation
technologies and collaborate internationally to establish guidelines for
managing space debris and preventing unintended impacts.
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Unknown / Black Swan

Relevant Articles

Energence of Rabies in Cape Fur ... [August
Destructive Fires Char Western E... [August

Snoke Bl ankets Oregon [August 3] — Read article
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A Week of Snoky Skies Across Nor... [August

Emergence of Rabies in Cape Fur ... [August
NASA WIIl Attenpt to Cbserve Roc... [August
Energence of Rabies in Cape Fur ... [August
Russian ‘Starlink’ creates first... [August
A grim August for Ukraine: waiti... [August
Enmergence of Rabies in Cape Fur ... [August
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https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/10/26-0179_article
https://science.nasa.gov/earth/earth-observatory/destructive-fires-char-western-europe/
https://science.nasa.gov/earth/natural-disasters/wildfires/smoke-blankets-oregon/
https://science.nasa.gov/earth/earth-observatory/a-week-of-smoky-skies-across-north-america/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/10/26-0179_article
https://www.nasa.gov/humans-in-space/commercial-space/nasa-will-attempt-to-observe-rocket-parts-lunar-impact/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/10/26-0179_article
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMikAJBVV95cUxQOWk4aEwyLXFyeU1qSXlpeEE5MlZ3RERsME1GMkNnN0wyNVpaaUtHZE1GYTR4dWl2VU1YNnk1LUxhXzVfMlY0eUF5MEtjZXlxQndvSTRtb1J1dmZEZEVSZlJYR1ZJX3UwWTdLdndDQ1did1NJa0FVX0FlRWtYVUE0NHZfQ01wT2cwbk0yMnI0cUhfZzZKaVRtQTNFUW5EenJiMFM5ZF9yY2Y1ZWdoSWh0Tk9qMDBNLURvVi1vRFM5ZmY2UHByUU1wbEtSS1FhcU1SQUxLZWxCODh3d2l6QVc4TlB0Rll6ZGxZMEJMU0FoeG9URlBfLUJUVVJ4NGxFaTRlNFZrTVFPMGZJVVhfcWgzbA?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMie0FVX3lxTE1TOS1OcUhlOHZGTDdZM3k2c2xKWVJwTkUxV1pmeWNKb29XWUo0M1dTX1AyYURLTFE4UkpnVHhEVDRBeDRtOExBTjFTWlZ0LTVPaXdXcmtmUF9ITXk1Wm4wQmJlbnVhV0VHcDRyMlo5WllxLS00LTBaMW82QQ?oc=5
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/10/26-0179_article

Week in Review: August 2-8, 2026

This week, existential risk trends across various domains reflect a
complex and evolving landscape. In the nuclear domain, tensions
remain high due to geopolitical instability and the integration of Al into
nuclear strategies, with notable developments in Iran and NATO.
Artificial Intelligence risks are underscored by security breaches and
alignment challenges, prompting calls for stricter regulations and
international cooperation. Climate change concerns persist with
extreme weather events and the potential for a Super EI Nifio,
highlighting the need for effective mitigation and adaptation strategies.
Pandemic risks fluctuate due to ongoing outbreaks and challenges in
public health response, emphasizing the importance of enhanced
surveillance and communication. Information integrity is threatened by
Al-generated misinformation and disinformation campaigns,
necessitating improved detection and public education efforts. Lastly,
emerging concerns such as rabies in Cape Fur Seals and space
debris highlight the importance of addressing unforeseen ecological
and technological risks.



Closing Notes

Thank you for reviewing this week’s Panthrisk report. To stay
informed, visit panthrisk.com — our dashboard is updated daily with
the latest risk levels, GPT summaries, and recommended actions.

If you find this information valuable, please share it with colleagues
working to reduce global catastrophic risk. Awareness is the first step

toward action.
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