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Panthrisk monitors humanity’s most serious existential threats using

curated news sources and AI-assisted analysis. Each day, our models

evaluate key global developments, generate risk-level assessments,

and propose actionable interventions. This weekly report summarizes

the trends, risk shifts, and notable insights from July 19–25, 2026

across all tracked categories.
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Nuclear War
Score Trend (Week of July 19–25, 2026)

This week, the global nuclear threat level remains elevated due to a

combination of geopolitical tensions, potential treaty violations, and

the integration of emerging technologies such as AI into nuclear

strategies. Key areas of concern include increased nuclear rhetoric,

potential proliferation in regions like Japan and Saudi Arabia, and

aggressive posturing by nuclear-capable states, including the US and

Iran. The erosion of arms control treaties and advancements in

nuclear technology further complicate the stability of nuclear

deterrence. Overall, the threat level has consistently scored between

4.1 and 4.3, indicating a high risk of escalation if current trends

continue.
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Nuclear War
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

[Government] Reinstate and strengthen arms control agreements to reduce

the risk of nuclear escalation.

[Diplomacy] Facilitate dialogue between nuclear-armed states to improve

crisis communication and reduce the risk of miscalculation.

[NGO] Advocate for transparency and public awareness on the implications

of nuclear modernization and emerging technologies.

[Industry] Implement rigorous safeguards and oversight on the integration

of AI into nuclear command and control systems.

[International Organizations] Convene an emergency summit to address

the breakdown of nuclear treaties and establish new frameworks for arms

control.
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Nuclear War
Relevant Articles

US deal could pave the way for S... [July 19] – Read article

China Revived the Nuclear Weapon... [July 19] – Read article

Iran And The Pursuit Of Nuclear ... [July 19] – Read article

Russia and America Are Rediscove... [July 19] – Read article

The risk of nuclear war is risin... [July 19] – Read article

China Revived the Nuclear Weapon... [July 20] – Read article

National Security Committee Memb... [July 20] – Read article

Iran And The Pursuit Of Nuclear ... [July 20] – Read article

Russia, China, AI, and Nuclear W... [July 20] – Read article

The risk of nuclear war is risin... [July 20] – Read article

US deal could pave the way for S... [July 21] – Read article

81 years after first atomic test... [July 21] – Read article

Nobel Laureates sign Rome Declar... [July 21] – Read article

National Security Committee Memb... [July 21] – Read article

Russia’s neighbor to scrap ban o... [July 21] – Read article

Defense Minister Koizumi says Ja... [July 22] – Read article

US deal could pave the way for S... [July 22] – Read article

Chinese nuclear weapons, 2026 - ... [July 22] – Read article

Russia’s neighbor to scrap ban o... [July 22] – Read article

Finland Lifts a Nuclear Weapons ... [July 22] – Read article

Japan Breaks 70-Year Nuclear Tab... [July 23] – Read article

US likely agrees to allow Saudi ... [July 23] – Read article

AI for peace: In Rome, Nobel lau... [July 23] – Read article

A shoebox-sized satellite could ... [July 23] – Read article

Russia’s neighbor to scrap ban o... [July 23] – Read article

US-Saudi nuclear cooperation dea... [July 24] – Read article

Trump: We will eliminate Iran's ... [July 24] – Read article

Breaking: Trump says US strikes ... [July 24] – Read article

Saudi Arabia May Receive US Term... [July 24] – Read article

Defense Minister Koizumi says Ja... [July 24] – Read article

Unlike His Father, Mojtaba Khame... [July 25] – Read article

Mojtaba Khamenei's Nuclear Ambit... [July 25] – Read article

US intel said to find Mojtaba Kh... [July 25] – Read article

Iran’s Mojtaba Khamenei pursuing... [July 25] – Read article

US-Saudi nuclear cooperation dea... [July 25] – Read article

Israeli officials warn US-Saudi ... [July 25] – Read article
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Artificial Intelligence
Score Trend (Week of July 19–25, 2026)

This week, the risk associated with Artificial Intelligence remains

moderate, primarily due to advancements in self-improving AI models

and geopolitical tensions surrounding AI development. There have

been incidents of AI models acting unpredictably, raising concerns

about AI safety and security. Leadership instability in AI safety

agencies and ongoing efforts to address AI alignment challenges have

also contributed to the risk level. Despite these challenges, there are

calls for establishing safety standards and improving transparency in

AI systems. The need for global cooperation and stricter regulations to

prevent concentration of power and ensure alignment with human

values is emphasized.
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Artificial Intelligence
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

[Government] Implement stricter regulations and oversight on self-

improving AI models to ensure they align with human values and safety

standards.

[Industry] Develop and adhere to industry-wide safety standards to prevent

AI models from causing unintended harm.

[NGO] Facilitate global cooperation and dialogue to establish norms and

standards for AI development, preventing an AI arms race.

[Research Institutions] Conduct interdisciplinary research on AI alignment

and robustness to ensure AI systems behave as intended in diverse

scenarios.

[Public Sector] Increase transparency in AI development processes to build

public trust and facilitate informed policy-making.
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Artificial Intelligence
Relevant Articles

GPT-Red: Unlocking Self-Improvem... [July 19] – Read article

China's new World Artificial Int... [July 19] – Read article

Artificial intelligence: Xi Jinp... [July 19] – Read article

The US is advancing AI safety th... [July 20] – Read article

GPT-Red: Unlocking Self-Improvem... [July 20] – Read article

Securing the future of AI agents [July 20] – Read article

Another powerful new artificial ... [July 20] – Read article

Artificial Intelligence becomes ... [July 20] – Read article

The US is advancing AI safety th... [July 21] – Read article

GPT-Red: Unlocking Self-Improvem... [July 21] – Read article

Head of US AI safety agency resi... [July 21] – Read article

US AI Safety Chief Chris Fall Re... [July 21] – Read article

Head of Commerce Department’s AI... [July 21] – Read article

OpenAI and Hugging Face partner ... [July 22] – Read article

Safety and alignment in an era o... [July 22] – Read article

GPT-Red: Unlocking Self-Improvem... [July 22] – Read article

Securing the future of AI agents [July 22] – Read article

Investing in multi-agent AI safe... [July 22] – Read article

OpenAI and Hugging Face partner ... [July 23] – Read article

OpenAI Models Accidentally Hack ... [July 23] – Read article

OpenAI’s rogue agents are a wake... [July 23] – Read article

Bots gone wild: Open AI says its... [July 23] – Read article

OpenAI’s rogue hacking incident ... [July 23] – Read article

OpenAI and Hugging Face partner ... [July 24] – Read article

Safety and alignment in an era o... [July 24] – Read article

GPT-Red: Unlocking Self-Improvem... [July 24] – Read article

Anthropic calls for industry-wid... [July 24] – Read article

Kill switches for most powerful ... [July 24] – Read article
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Climate Change
Score Trend (Week of July 19–25, 2026)

This week, the climate risk remains high due to a series of extreme

weather events, including wildfires, heat domes, and droughts, which

are exacerbated by ongoing climate change and insufficient policy

responses. These events have led to significant health and

environmental impacts, with biodiversity loss and oceanic changes

also being major concerns. The persistent emissions and lack of

effective policy measures continue to exacerbate these risks. The

situation underscores the urgent need for comprehensive strategies to

address both the immediate and long-term impacts of climate change.
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Climate Change
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

[Government] Implement stricter emissions regulations and invest in

renewable energy infrastructure to reduce dependency on fossil fuels.

[NGO] Increase public awareness campaigns on the health and

environmental impacts of climate change, focusing on community resilience

strategies.

[Industry] Develop and promote sustainable practices and technologies to

reduce carbon footprints and enhance resilience against climate impacts.

[Research Institutions] Conduct and disseminate studies on the impacts of

extreme weather on ecosystems and biodiversity to inform conservation

efforts.

[International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation to address

transboundary climate impacts and support vulnerable regions in adaptation

and mitigation efforts.
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Climate Change
Relevant Articles

Climate change is stripping nutr... [July 19] – Read article

Climate Change Contributes to Ri... [July 19] – Read article

Climate Change – The Issue That ... [July 19] – Read article

These Fires And Heat Waves Show ... [July 19] – Read article

The deep ocean is changing our c... [July 19] – Read article

Heat Dome Broils the Western U.S. [July 20] – Read article

Dangerous and historic wildfire ... [July 20] – Read article

This could be the strongest El N... [July 20] – Read article

Climate Change made Historic Wil... [July 20] – Read article

Deaths From Wildfire Smoke Have ... [July 20] – Read article

Fewer Canadians believe humans a... [July 21] – Read article

Iraq risks losing 134 wildlife s... [July 21] – Read article

Wildfire fears burn hot, even as... [July 21] – Read article

Rising Salinity From Climate Cha... [July 21] – Read article

Scientists affirm climate change... [July 21] – Read article

Great Barrier Reef faces ecologi... [July 22] – Read article

Europe’s drought crisis spreads ... [July 22] – Read article

As climate change impacts forest... [July 22] – Read article

Climate crisis directly affects ... [July 22] – Read article

Five Countries That May Disappea... [July 22] – Read article

Climate change is driving dengue... [July 23] – Read article

Colorado drought increasingly li... [July 23] – Read article

Climate Change Driving Food Inse... [July 23] – Read article

France’s waterways dry up amid d... [July 23] – Read article

Extreme heat could cost Italy ov... [July 23] – Read article

Wildfire driven by climate chang... [July 24] – Read article

Not just El Nino. Climate change... [July 24] – Read article

Spain battles spreading wildfire... [July 24] – Read article

Human-Caused Climate Change, Not... [July 24] – Read article

Climate change has intensified E... [July 24] – Read article

Low-Level Cloud Loss Amplifies G... [July 25] – Read article

Climate change expands dry zones... [July 25] – Read article

As climate change threatens thei... [July 25] – Read article

Climate Change Raises Antibiotic... [July 25] – Read article

Climate change has made Colorado... [July 25] – Read article
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Pandemics
Score Trend (Week of July 19–25, 2026)

This week, the pandemic risk remains moderate due to ongoing

outbreaks of COVID-19, avian flu, MERS, and cyclosporiasis.

Challenges persist in vaccine uptake, public health response, and

misinformation, which are compounded by the effects of long COVID.

The scores have fluctuated slightly, indicating a consistent level of

risk. Efforts to enhance disease surveillance and counter

misinformation are crucial to managing these outbreaks effectively.

Public health infrastructure and communication strategies need

strengthening to improve response capabilities and public trust.
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Pandemics
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

[Government] Increase funding for public health agencies to enhance

surveillance and rapid response capabilities for emerging infectious

diseases.

[NGO] Collaborate with local communities to improve hygiene and sanitation

practices, particularly in areas affected by Cyclospora and other foodborne

outbreaks.

[Industry] Support research and development of vaccines for zoonotic

diseases such as avian flu and MERS.

[Healthcare Providers] Educate the public on the importance of

vaccinations and address vaccine hesitancy through transparent

communication.

[Media] Combat misinformation by providing accurate and timely information

about infectious diseases and vaccination benefits.
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Pandemics
Relevant Articles

The Eaton wildfire evacuation sh... [July 19] – Read article

Cambodia confirms human H5N1 avi... [July 19] – Read article

Trump’s deep public health cuts ... [July 19] – Read article

Cyclospora Cases Are Rising. Her... [July 19] – Read article

First lawsuit filed in Taco Bell... [July 19] – Read article

The Eaton wildfire evacuation sh... [July 20] – Read article

Cambodia confirms human H5N1 avi... [July 20] – Read article

Second person dies in legionnair... [July 20] – Read article

CDC links Taco Bell lettuce supp... [July 20] – Read article

Taylor Farms recalls lettuce shi... [July 20] – Read article

The Eaton wildfire evacuation sh... [July 21] – Read article

Pandemic pathogens, dengue, chol... [July 21] – Read article

Cambodia confirms human H5N1 avi... [July 21] – Read article

Saudi Arabia confirms 9 MERS cas... [July 21] – Read article

After withdrawing false-positive... [July 21] – Read article

The Eaton wildfire evacuation sh... [July 22] – Read article

Comprehensive review affirms tha... [July 22] – Read article

Pandemic pathogens, dengue, chol... [July 22] – Read article

Cambodia confirms human H5N1 avi... [July 22] – Read article

US says more than 1,400 infected... [July 22] – Read article

The Eaton wildfire evacuation sh... [July 23] – Read article

Pandemic pathogens, dengue, chol... [July 23] – Read article

Cambodia confirms human H5N1 avi... [July 23] – Read article

Quick takes: More Michigan Cyclo... [July 23] – Read article

More than 11,500 cyclosporiasis ... [July 23] – Read article

The Eaton wildfire evacuation sh... [July 24] – Read article

Cambodia confirms human H5N1 avi... [July 24] – Read article

Saudi Arabia confirms 9 MERS cas... [July 24] – Read article

WHO reports 4 more MERS cases fr... [July 24] – Read article

Outbreak of infections from Cycl... [July 24] – Read article

FDA investigating second Cyclosp... [July 24] – Read article

The Eaton wildfire evacuation sh... [July 25] – Read article

Cambodia confirms human H5N1 avi... [July 25] – Read article

Saudi Arabia confirms 9 MERS cas... [July 25] – Read article

C.D.C. Expands Cyclospora Outbre... [July 25] – Read article

Huge Cyclospora outbreak spreads... [July 25] – Read article
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https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/climate-change/eaton-wildfire-evacuation-shelter-near-la-saw-outbreaks-norovirus-covid-and-flu
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/cambodia-confirms-human-h5n1-avian-flu-case-h5n1-hits-more-utah-egg-farms
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Information Integrity
Score Trend (Week of July 19–25, 2026)

This week, the global misinformation risk remains high, primarily

driven by persistent disinformation campaigns, AI-generated content,

and scams. The scores have consistently hovered around 4.0 to 4.3,

indicating a significant threat level. Key concerns include the

sophistication of AI-generated deepfakes and the widespread impact

of fake news across various sectors. Despite a brief dip to a moderate

risk level, the overall trend shows a resurgence in misinformation

activities, particularly those leveraging advanced AI technologies.

These developments underscore the need for enhanced detection

tools and public education to combat the spread of false information.
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Information Integrity
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

[Government] Implement stricter regulations and penalties for the creation

and dissemination of AI-generated misinformation.

[Industry] Enhance AI detection tools to better identify and flag deepfakes

and other manipulated media.

[NGO] Increase public awareness campaigns about the risks of

misinformation and how to verify sources.

[Education] Integrate media literacy programs into curriculums to prepare

future generations for navigating misinformation.

[International Organizations] Collaborate internationally to track and

counteract misinformation campaigns targeting vulnerable regions.
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Information Integrity
Relevant Articles

Trump repeated election integrit... [July 19] – Read article

Live fact-check: President Donal... [July 19] – Read article

Expert says AI quiz shows how di... [July 19] – Read article

Scammers using AI to clone your ... [July 19] – Read article

Slog AM: Trump Spews Election Mi... [July 19] – Read article

People rely on their existing po... [July 21] – Read article

Russian TikTok network spreads A... [July 21] – Read article

Fact Check: FAKE Video Of IED At... [July 21] – Read article

'Happening to everybody': AI-man... [July 21] – Read article

AI literacy is now journalism’s ... [July 21] – Read article

The World Cup of misinformation ... [July 22] – Read article

FBI Warns of Fake IC3 Recovery S... [July 22] – Read article

Netvís Warns of Growing Disinfor... [July 22] – Read article

Scammers target injured Wisconsi... [July 22] – Read article

Lab producing fake passports, bi... [July 22] – Read article

People rely on their existing po... [July 23] – Read article

New AI report raises concerns as... [July 23] – Read article

This rise of fake doctors sellin... [July 23] – Read article

AI-generated 'Polish soldiers' p... [July 23] – Read article

Argentina to take legal action o... [July 23] – Read article

Fake news about quake victims gi... [July 24] – Read article

AI alert: Fake influencers selli... [July 24] – Read article

U.S. Federal Court Permanently B... [July 24] – Read article

How attackers hosted a fake Clau... [July 24] – Read article

Video Alert on AI fake influence... [July 24] – Read article

Government Debunks Fake AI Video... [July 25] – Read article

Fact Check: FAKE Video Shows A W... [July 25] – Read article

Robinhood CEO’s X Account Hacked... [July 25] – Read article

Fact or Fake - Giorgia Meloni: T... [July 25] – Read article

Top AIs invent same fake PyPl an... [July 25] – Read article
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Unknown / Black Swan
Score Trend (Week of July 19–25, 2026)

This week, the approval of a startup to deploy 50,000 giant space

mirrors for 'sunlight on demand' has raised significant concerns about

potential environmental and geopolitical risks, including unintended

climatic consequences. These concerns are compounded by warnings

from financial institutions like JPMorgan about impending 'climate

black swan' events that could severely impact financial markets and

global food prices. Additionally, the discovery of the 'Hummingbird'

anomaly in Antarctica by the NISAR satellite suggests unknown

geophysical phenomena with unpredictable global impacts.

Meanwhile, geopolitical tensions are heightened by the potential for

Russian Iskander missiles to reach Berlin in minutes, signaling

significant escalation risks.
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Unknown / Black Swan
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

[Government] Conduct thorough environmental impact assessments and

international consultations before proceeding with the deployment of space

mirrors.

[Industry] Facilitate global discussions to establish regulatory frameworks

and guidelines for geoengineering projects.

[Financial Institutions] Implement robust climate risk assessments in

financial regulations to preemptively address potential market disruptions.

[Research Institutions] Conduct detailed investigations and simulations to

understand the nature and potential impacts of the 'Hummingbird' anomaly.

[Diplomatic Bodies] Increase diplomatic efforts to establish communication

channels with Russia to reduce tensions and prevent miscalculations.
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Unknown / Black Swan
Relevant Articles

FCC greenlights 50,000 giant spa... [July 19] – Read article

'An existential threat': The FCC... [July 20] – Read article

Devon village facing 'existentia... [July 20] – Read article

Uncertain quantum future present... [July 20] – Read article

Investors Assess Climate Black S... [July 21] – Read article

Climate 'black swan' risks: Why ... [July 21] – Read article

JPMorgan warns: a "climate black... [July 21] – Read article

NISAR’s L-Band Radar Reveals ‘Hu... [July 22] – Read article

US-India Satellite Delivers Data... [July 22] – Read article

What are ‘climate black swan’ ev... [July 23] – Read article

Climate 'black swan' risks: Why ... [July 23] – Read article

JPMorgan warns: a "climate black... [July 23] – Read article

How El Niño and Climate Black Sw... [July 24] – Read article

What are ‘climate black swan’ ev... [July 24] – Read article

Russian Iskanders can reach Berl... [July 25] – Read article

"They are just minutes from Berl... [July 25] – Read article
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Week in Review: July 19–25, 2026

This week, existential risk trends across various domains reflect a

complex interplay of technological advancements, geopolitical

tensions, and environmental challenges. In the nuclear domain, the

risk remains elevated due to geopolitical tensions and the integration

of AI into nuclear strategies, alongside concerns about treaty erosion

and proliferation. Artificial Intelligence risks are moderate, with

unpredictable AI behavior and leadership instability in safety agencies

prompting calls for stricter regulations and global cooperation. Climate

change risks are high, driven by extreme weather events and

insufficient policy responses, highlighting the need for comprehensive

strategies. Pandemic risks remain moderate, with ongoing disease

outbreaks and challenges in public health response and

misinformation management. Information integrity risks are high,

fueled by sophisticated disinformation campaigns and AI-generated

content, underscoring the need for better detection tools and public

education. In the unknown/black swan category, initiatives like

deploying space mirrors and the discovery of new geophysical

phenomena raise concerns about unintended environmental and

geopolitical impacts, emphasizing the unpredictability of emerging

risks.
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Closing Notes

Thank you for reviewing this week’s Panthrisk report. To stay

informed, visit panthrisk.com — our dashboard is updated daily with

the latest risk levels, GPT summaries, and recommended actions.

If you find this information valuable, please share it with colleagues

working to reduce global catastrophic risk. Awareness is the first step

toward action.
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