PANTHRISK WEEKLY RISK REPORT

Week of May 17-23, 2026

Panthrisk monitors humanity’s most serious existential threats using
curated news sources and Al-assisted analysis. Each day, our models
evaluate key global developments, generate risk-level assessments,
and propose actionable interventions. This weekly report summarizes
the trends, risk shifts, and notable insights from May 17-23, 2026
across all tracked categories.
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Nuclear War
Score Trend (Week of May 17-23, 2026)
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This week, the global nuclear threat level has remained elevated due
to several factors, including Iran's progress towards nuclear weapons
capability and the breakdown of international agreements on nuclear
proliferation. Tensions are further exacerbated by Russia's emphasis
on nuclear weapons as a key element of its security strategy, as well
as the modernization of nuclear arsenals by major powers. Joint
nuclear drills by Russia and Belarus have also contributed to the
heightened threat level, alongside North Korea's arms support to
Russia. The situation is compounded by escalating rhetoric and
military posturing involving NATO and Iran, which raises concerns
about potential conflicts and the risk of nuclear engagement.



Nuclear War

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Facilitate urgent diplomatic dialogues between NATO and
Russia to establish new communication protocols and de-escalation
measures.

e [NGO] Advocate for increased public awareness and education on nuclear
risks and the importance of disarmament.

¢ [Industry] Invest in technologies that enhance verification and monitoring of
nuclear activities to support arms control efforts.

e [International Organizations] Reinforce commitments to existing arms
control agreements and pursue new treaties to address emerging nuclear
technologies.

¢ [Diplomatic Entities] Engage with Iran and North Korea through diplomatic
and economic incentives to curb their nuclear ambitions.
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Nuclear War

Relevant Articles

I ran deni es nucl ear weapons anbi... [May 17] — Read article
Space, Nucl ear Weapons, and U.S.... [May 17] — Read article
US ranps nucl ear weapons product... [May 17] — Read article

Iran ‘frighteningly close’ to nu... [May 17] — Read article
Iran ‘frighteningly close’ to de... [May 17] — Read article
B61-13 first production unit com.. [May 18] — Read article

Kremin insists nuclear weapons ... [May 18] — Read article
Nucl ear weapons 'cornerstone' of... [May 18] — Read article
US energy secretary says lran is... [May 18] — Read article
US ranps nucl ear weapons product... [May 18] — Read article
Bel arus Hosts Russian Nuclear We... [May 19] — Read article
Bel arus, Russia hold drills on c... [May 19] — Read article
Germany Busts Secret Supply Netw... [May 19] — Read article
Bel arus announces start of nucle... [May 19] — Read article
Bel arus | aunches joint drills wi... [May 19] — Read article
Putin, observing nuclear drills,... [May 22] — Read article
Russi a Moves Nucl ear Weapons Int... [May 22] — Read article
Anbassador Leiter: A deal allowi... [May 22] — Read article

North Korea Sent Soldiers and Ar... [May 22] — Read article
Russi a Begi ns Nucl ear Weapons Dr... [May 22] — Read article

Nucl ear nonproliferation treaty ... [May 23] — Read article
Anmbassador Leiter: A deal allowi ... [May 23] — Read article
Russi an Nucl ear Weapons Delivere... [May 23] — Read article
North Korea Sent Soldiers and Ar... [May 23] — Read article
Application of nuclear weapons p... [May 23] — Read article
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Artificial Intelligence
Score Trend (Week of May 17-23, 2026)
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This week, the Al risk level remained moderate, primarily due to the
increasing deployment of Al technologies in sensitive sectors such as
finance, healthcare, and government. Concerns were raised about the
ethical use, potential misuse, and the need for robust safety and
alignment protocols. Discussions also highlighted issues related to Al
sovereignty, security, and the concentration of power. There is a
notable emphasis on the urgency of implementing comprehensive
regulatory frameworks to manage these risks effectively. The ongoing
rapid advancements and integration of Al across various sectors
underline the critical need for governance and international
cooperation.
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Artificial Intelligence

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Expedite the development and enforcement of
comprehensive Al regulations to ensure safe and ethical deployment across
sensitive sectors.

e [Industry] Prioritize the development of robust Al alignment and safety
protocols in product development to mitigate risks of misuse and unintended
consequences.

e [NGO] Advocate for transparency and accountability in Al systems to build
public trust and prevent ethical breaches.

e [Academia] Conduct interdisciplinary research on Al's societal impacts and
contribute findings to inform policy-making and ethical guidelines.

¢ [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation to establish
standards and best practices for Al governance and risk management.
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Artificial Intelligence

Relevant Articles

OpenAl and Malta partner to brin... [Muy 17]
Hel pi ng Chat GPT better recognize... [My 17]
Trunp and Xi Signal Al Safety Pr... [May 17]
US- Chi na noves to forge new unde... [May 17]
Pope decries the rise of Al-dire... [My 17]
Hel pi ng Chat GPT better recognize... [May 18]
OpenAl avail abl e at FedRAVP Mode. .. [May 18]
Protecting people fromharnful m.. [May 18]
El on Musk’s darkest Al warning j... [May 18]
Al’s risk to political dialogue ... [May 18]
OpenAl and Dell partner to bring... [May 19]
OpenAl and Malta partner to brin... [Muy 19]
Scaling Trusted Access for Cyber... [Muy 19]
OpenAl nodel s, Codex, and Manage... [May 19]
Musk vs. Altman: Al safety canno... [May 19]
Advanci ng content provenance for... [May 20]
Cybersecurity in the Intelligenc... [Muy 20]
Wiy is the governnent considerin... [My 20]
The gl obal race for Al sovereign... [May 20]
Al -rel ated data breaches surging... [May 20]
An OpenAl nodel has disproved a ... [My 21]
Advanci ng content provenance for... [May 21]
OpenAl and Dell partner to bring... [Muy 21]
Scaling Trusted Access for Cyber... [My 21]
Protecting people fromharnful m.. [May 21]
Whi te House del ays signing execu... [May 22]
Trunp postpones Al executive ord... [My 22]
Trunp calls off Al executive ord... [May 22]
Edl y- Al l en advances critical Al [ May 22]
Artificial intelligence could po... [My 22]
Advanci ng content provenance for... [May 23]
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FBI : East Texas nan used Al to m.. [May 23] -
‘Energent nisalignnent,’” when Al... [May 23] -
Trunp abruptly cancels EO signin... [My 23] -

Trump pulls Al

safety order afte... [May 23] -
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Climate Change

Score Trend (Week of May 17-23, 2026)
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This week, climate change risks remain high, driven by a combination
of escalating extreme weather events, disruptions to ecosystems, and
insufficient policy responses. These factors are compounded by
geopolitical challenges and potential tipping points in climate systems,
such as warming oceans affecting biodiversity. The underestimation of
forest vulnerabilities and the potential for policy setbacks further
exacerbate the situation. Overall, the persistent high-risk scores
indicate a pressing need for comprehensive and coordinated efforts to
address these multifaceted challenges.
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Climate Change

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement and enforce stricter emissions regulations and
incentives to promote renewable energy and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

e [NGO] Increase public awareness campaigns to educate communities on
the impacts of climate change and promote adaptive behaviors.

¢ [Industry] Invest in sustainable technologies and practices to reduce
environmental footprints and enhance resilience to climate impacts.

e [Research Institutions] Conduct studies on the socio-economic impacts of
climate change and the effects on biodiversity to inform policy decisions.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation and funding for
climate adaptation and mitigation projects, especially in vulnerable regions.
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Climate Change

Relevant Articles

The Mediterranean sea is capable... [May 17] — Read article
UNDP Warns: Clinmate Change Could... [May 17] — Read article
Cimate change is making it hard... [May 17] — Read article

Paki stan anong countries nost af... [May 17] — Read article
Scientists find climate change i... [May 17] — Read article
The Mediterranean sea is capable... [May 18] — Read article
Scientists find climate change i... [May 18] — Read article
Cimate change costs lives by br... [May 18] — Read article
Fl oods and finance: why climate ... [May 18] — Read article
A fungal disease, along with cli... [May 18] — Read article
Study: Climate change is suffoca... [May 19] — Read article
Scientists say every hurricane s... [May 19] — Read article
How Amazon Deforestation Rainfal... [May 19] — Read article
Warm ng erodes climte connectiv... [May 19] — Read article
Experts urge WHO to declare clim.. [May 19] — Read article
The worst climate future is less... [May 20] — Read article
Shel |l Faces Down Investor Challe... [May 20] — Read article
I ndonesia drafts climate change ... [May 20] — Read article
What are climate tipping points ... [May 20] — Read article
Pushed to the edge: Seabird worl... [May 20] — Read article
UN backs world court climate opi... [May 21] — Read article

Cimate change is destroying Arc... [May 21] — Read article
How cli mate change is destroying... [May 21] — Read article
Cimte change could bring a sha... [May 21] - Read article
Carbon markets underestimate the... [May 21] — Read article
Car bon Markets Undervalue Cimat... [May 21] — Read article
UN backs historic climate crisis... [May 22] — Read article
Cimate Change Is Beconming a Fin... [May 22] — Read article
How cl i mate change is destroying... [May 22] — Read article
Russia Joins U S. and Iran in Vo... [May 22] — Read article
Weat her driven by clinmate change... [May 22] — Read article
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Pandemics
Score Trend (Week of May 17-23, 2026)
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This week, the global pandemic risk remains high due to ongoing
Ebola outbreaks in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Uganda,
which have been declared a global health emergency. Additionally,
there are persistent challenges with COVID-19, avian flu, and
hantavirus. The situation is exacerbated by widespread misinformation
affecting vaccine uptake and public health response. Efforts to contain
these outbreaks are hampered by difficulties in vaccine deployment
and misinformation, which undermine public trust in vaccination
programs. The pandemic risk score has fluctuated slightly but remains
consistently high, underscoring the need for coordinated international
response and effective public health strategies.



Pandemics

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Increase funding and resources for rapid response teams to
contain Ebola and hantavirus outbreaks.

e [NGO] Launch targeted campaigns to combat misinformation and improve
vaccine confidence and uptake.

e [Industry] Accelerate research and development of vaccines for Ebola and
other high-risk pathogens.

e [International Organizations] Coordinate global efforts to ensure equitable
access to vaccines and antiviral treatments.

e [Community Leaders] Support community education and engagement
initiatives in affected regions to improve local response and resilience.
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Pandemics

Relevant Articles

New Ebol a outbreak hits Denocrat... [May 17] — Read article
VWHO of ficials on hantavirus case... [May 17] — Read article
VWHO decl ares Ebol a outbreak in D... [May 17] — Read article
DR Congo Ebola death toll hits 8... [May 17] — Read article
A new Ebol a outbreak has already... [May 17] — Read article
Recent pandemic viruses, includi... [May 18] — Read article
Vacci ne skepticismnow the norm... [May 18] — Read article
VWHO decl ares global health emerg... [May 18] — Read article
VWHO decl ares global health energ... [May 18] — Read article
DRC struggling to contain Ebola ... [May 18] — Read article
VWHO reports H5N1 death anobng var... [May 19] — Read article
VWHO decl ares Ebol a outbreak an e... [May 19] - Read article
New Ebol a outbreak hits Denocrat... [May 19] — Read article

Vacci ne skepticismnow the norm... [May 19] — Read article
Ebol a outbreak declared as a a C... [May 19] — Read article
More California marine manmals c... [May 20] — Read article

I ndi ana: More than 350,000 birds... [May 20] — Read article
VWHO rep: ‘Significant uncertaint... [May 20] — Read article
New Ebol a outbreak hits Denocrat... [May 20] — Read article

Ebola outbreak in Africa raises ... [May 20] — Read article
US flu season receding but still... [May 21] — Read article
I ndi ana: More than 350,000 birds... [May 21] — Read article
Ebola fears surge on the ground ... [May 21] — Read article
Sri Lanka dengue outbreak nears ... [May 21] — Read article
Rare Ebol a outbreak poses low ri... [May 21] — Read article
More California nmarine mamals c... [May 22] — Read article
VWHO decl ares Ebol a outbreak an e... [May 22] - Read article
Ebol a out break reaches major cit... [May 22] — Read article
There is no Ebola vaccine for th... [May 22] — Read article
Myocarditis rates surged during ... [May 22] — Read article
DR Congo Ebol a outbreak reaches ... [May 23] — Read article

Ebola risk ‘very high' in easter... [May 23] — Read article
VWHO raises risk of Ebola outbrea... [May 23] — Read article
VWHO decl ares Ebol a outbreak a pu... [May 23] - Read article
VHO war ns Ebol a out break risk no... [May 23] — Read article
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https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/recent-pandemic-viruses-including-sar-cov-2-spread-directly-people-without-adaptation
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/public-health/vaccine-skepticism-now-norm-many-americans
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https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/who-reports-h5n1-death-among-variant-zoonotic-flu-cases-seen-year
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/who-declares-ebola-outbreak-emergency-cdc-restricts-travel-confirms-us-doctor-infected
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/new-ebola-outbreak-hits-democratic-republic-congo
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/public-health/vaccine-skepticism-now-norm-many-americans
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiiwFBVV95cUxON1hKWlRxUHFyd0F0bUpzcXBuVFpGU0ZXNGNCTHl1Q1Exc18yZjhBX2wxTWVXQWMzdi14WDVQeEJTVWVEQnZXWXFVUTBpZkxqTVdoZ3FXY3ppVDlVSldfTVNxdzRUSFk4Zmpwa25mMlhhYVR2eXI4eUdFQkVCeEhXZ3VYMXNfTC1KLUVR?oc=5
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/more-california-marine-mammals-confirmed-have-h5n1-avian-flu-usda-tracks
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/indiana-more-350000-birds-killed-massive-avian-flu-outbreak
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/who-rep-significant-uncertainty-about-how-far-ebola-has-spread
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/new-ebola-outbreak-hits-democratic-republic-congo
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMikwFBVV95cUxOMUV0b2M4Yk15enN1aU9HMkVZU1ljaC1CTXhhVjFVV0ZLbV9velhRNlpGdVZBaEtnLTcteF82aUh6V3lzaDY5bGZUMmpUQmNOLTQyY3VwNmxGTFB5ejBOVlZFVnJDNldGXzJoOHFCS1Q4c3cyNEpNekFweWUyWGVkTFZJVWxycXFzaTVoVHpFZWcwbmM?oc=5
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/influenza-general/us-flu-season-receding-still-deadly-12-more-child-deaths
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/indiana-more-350000-birds-killed-massive-avian-flu-outbreak
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https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMitwFBVV95cUxPbzRTbEZLTFdHM2tyX2VMd0xMbEhMMzJDZDFZZGlRNjVDRlkzZE5tQ3A2bTQwYmFOTWlzOUw3WGUwb2dvcmVkcDJrSEYtRTAwRTJST2ZDemUzRXotbGZuR1MybkNyaFpsYThoZktwMTBVa1hYS0hLeGRkVjl0U1JDZHZ1Y0tnUmZRVnE5MExNRnV5N3hZeU03WC1aQUJjX3VVTWYzMTFmVzRKaFVscE83WGxvTkxWdWs?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMipwFBVV95cUxPVUJLY0RlTW50OUdKNVJHTUlUVVdBeEpxdjdRM3diTHBCV2Q4MVc3ZEQyNEpJOXZTcjdvbW1uNEtLdTA0SjZtejAyaHhlQ3dKbkVjSGNVWkZVZi1aUFlWTS1Nb1BOM29NRUpWZFRoU3pTTjhZNi1IRDJ1MFRjbjdrdVVkSE54ai1fMUl2YURXYVc2NTYxakRwNjNJQTNSaFdpSE9VQ2Vydw?oc=5
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Information Integrity
Score Trend (Week of May 17-23, 2026)
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This week, the global misinformation risk remains consistently high,
primarily driven by Al-generated content, political propaganda, and
targeted disinformation campaigns. The threat level has been
exacerbated by the widespread dissemination of falsehoods across
politics, health, and consumer safety sectors, with deepfakes and
digital misinformation campaigns playing a significant role. Despite a
slight dip to a moderate risk level on May 21, the overall trend
indicates persistent challenges in managing misinformation. The
proliferation of fake news and scams continues to impact multiple
regions and sectors, highlighting the need for enhanced detection and
mitigation strategies. Efforts to counteract these threats must focus on
improving Al detection tools, increasing public awareness, and
fostering international cooperation to address cross-border
disinformation effectively.



Information Integrity

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and penalties for the creation
and dissemination of Al-generated misinformation and deepfakes.

¢ [Industry] Enhance Al and machine learning tools to detect and flag fake
content more effectively and in real-time across various platforms.

e [NGO] Increase public education campaigns focused on media literacy and
critical thinking skills to help individuals identify and report misinformation.

e [International Organizations] Foster international cooperation to track and
counteract cross-border disinformation campaigns and develop unified
strategies.

e [Educational Institutions] Integrate media literacy programs into curricula
to equip individuals with skills to critically evaluate information.

panthrisk.com — Panthrisk Weekly Risk Report
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Relevant Articles
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Trunp: 500K fake mail-In ballots... [May 17]
Musk Boosts M sinformation About... [May 17]
East Al abama doctor says mammogr... [May 17]
Trunmp calls New York Times repor... [My 17]
EY retracts study after research... [My 17]
Deep fake of Chief Rabbi identif... [May 18]
US I nmigration probes foreign st... [May 18]
Criminal ring selling fake nedic... [May 18]
Trunp: 500K fake mail-In ballots... [May 18]
California GOP accuses DeMaio of... [May 18]
The worsening fake news problem ... [May 19]
‘“More real than real’: Wy deep-... [May 19]
Di sinformation spells fast-growi... [May 19]
New Reaper Mal ware Uses Fake Mc... [May 19]
Keep saying no to fake news, say... [May 19]
Online nmedical misinformation is... [Muy 20]
Deepfakes and fake profiles rais... [May 20]
I ndonesi an authorities using onl... [May 20] -
I ndonesia using online disinform.. [May 20] -
Al Sl op Floods Bug Bounty Progra... [May 20] -
Image claimng to show Trunmp wit... [My 21] -
Soci al Media - No evidence that [ May 21]
X posts - Altered video of Byron... [Muy 21]
X posts - There&#x27;s no eviden... [My 21]
For hantavirus infections, docto... [May 21]
Stray Ukrainian drones test Euro... [Muy 22]
Vi et nam i mposes up to $1,900 fin... [May 22]
Concer ni ng outl ook: MetService w... [My 22]
Fake OpenAl Ads Appear on Subway... [May 22]
Russi a Hijacked Bl uesky Accounts... [May 22]
"Aracist caricature': Denocrats... [Muy 23]
FSPD warns residents about fake ... [May 23]
Vi etnanis new anti-fake news dec... [May 23]
Al used to fake evidence that en... [May 23]
Foul play: Scams target soccer f... [My 23]
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Unknown / Black Swan
Score Trend (Week of May 17-23, 2026)

4.2 4.3

This week, the potential for quantum computing to disrupt the security
of Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies has been identified as a
significant Black Swan risk, with implications for global financial
systems. Additionally, NASA's discovery of a new atmospheric effect
on Mars suggests unknowns in planetary science that could impact
future missions. Geopolitical tensions in the Middle East, particularly
involving Iran, are also highlighted as a potential Black Swan risk.
Furthermore, a recent eruption in the Bismarck Sea has raised
concerns about unforeseen geological disruptions and their cascading
effects. These events underscore the need for proactive measures to
address these unpredictable threats.



Unknown / Black Swan

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Invest in quantum-resistant cryptographic research to
safeguard financial systems against potential quantum computing threats.

e [Space Agencies] Conduct further studies to understand the newly
discovered atmospheric effect on Mars and its potential implications for
future missions.

¢ [International Organizations] Increase diplomatic efforts to de-escalate
tensions in the Middle East, particularly involving Iran.

e [Regional Governments] Prepare emergency response plans for
communities potentially affected by the Bismarck Sea eruption.

e [Industry] Collaborate with financial sectors to develop early warning
systems for quantum computing threats.
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Unknown / Black Swan

Relevant Articles

Quantum Conputers: an Existentia... [Muy

NASA' s MAVEN Makes 1st Discovery... [ My
I sraeli displacenent policy in o... [Muy
Israel’s direction poses ‘existe... [My

‘Bl ack Swan’ Coul d Reshape the F... [Muy
New Eruption in the Bismarck Sea [May 22]
Here are Multiple Cccasions Wer... [My
M ddl e East war is ‘black swan’ ... [May
New Eruption in the Bismarck Sea [ May 23]
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Week in Review: May 17-23, 2026

This week, existential risk trends across various domains have shown
a mix of stability and heightened concerns. In the nuclear domain, the
threat level remains elevated due to geopolitical tensions and nuclear
modernization efforts, particularly involving Russia, Iran, and North
Korea. Al risks are moderate, with ongoing discussions about ethical
use and the need for regulatory frameworks as Al technologies
become more integrated into critical sectors. Climate change risks
persist at high levels, driven by extreme weather events and
insufficient policy responses, emphasizing the need for coordinated
global efforts. Pandemic risks also remain high, with Ebola outbreaks
and challenges in vaccine deployment highlighting the importance of
international cooperation in public health. Information integrity
continues to face high risks from Al-generated content and
disinformation campaigns, necessitating improved detection and
mitigation strategies. Lastly, potential Black Swan events, such as
guantum computing's impact on cryptocurrencies and unforeseen
geological disruptions, underscore the importance of preparedness for
unpredictable threats.



Closing Notes

Thank you for reviewing this week’s Panthrisk report. To stay
informed, visit panthrisk.com — our dashboard is updated daily with
the latest risk levels, GPT summaries, and recommended actions.

If you find this information valuable, please share it with colleagues
working to reduce global catastrophic risk. Awareness is the first step

toward action.
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