PANTHRISK WEEKLY RISK REPORT

Week of May 3-9, 2026

Panthrisk monitors humanity’s most serious existential threats using
curated news sources and Al-assisted analysis. Each day, our models
evaluate key global developments, generate risk-level assessments,
and propose actionable interventions. This weekly report summarizes
the trends, risk shifts, and notable insights from May 3-9, 2026 across
all tracked categories.
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Nuclear War
Score Trend (Week of May 3-9, 2026)
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This week, the nuclear threat level remains elevated due to a
combination of factors including Iran's nuclear ambitions, North
Korea's defiance of non-proliferation treaties, and the modernization of
nuclear arsenals. Tensions are further exacerbated by potential
nuclear escalation in Ukraine and ambiguous claims regarding
Japan's nuclear posture. The geopolitical landscape is volatile, with
strained diplomatic relations and concerns over the use of tactical
nuclear weapons by Russia. Despite some fluctuations, the overall
risk remains high, highlighting the urgent need for diplomatic efforts
and enhanced communication protocols to prevent escalation.
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Nuclear War

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Facilitate renewed diplomatic engagements between key
stakeholders, including the U.S., Iran, and North Korea, to clarify and
stabilize nuclear commitments.

e [NGO] Launch public awareness campaigns to educate on the risks of
nuclear proliferation and advocate for disarmament.

¢ [Industry] Invest in technologies that enhance verification and monitoring of
nuclear activities to support international compliance.

e [International Organizations] Convene emergency sessions to address
treaty defiance and establish new frameworks for arms control.

e [Military] Conduct joint exercises focused on de-escalation and crisis
management to build trust among nuclear-armed states.
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Nuclear War

Relevant Articles

Putin ‘personally oversees’ nuke... [May 3] — Read article
Fragil e nuclear order faces its ... [May 3] — Read article
North Korea’s Nucl ear Weapons An... [May 3] — Read article
Trunp: No deal unless Iran gives... [May 3] — Read article

Vi deo Iran seeking nuclear weapo... [May 3] — Read article
Horror WAB warning as Russia 'pr... [May 4] - Read article
Putin ‘personally oversees’ nuke... [May 4] — Read article
Fragil e nuclear order faces its ... [May 4] - Read article
Chi na rel eases Wrking Paper on ... [May 4] — Read article

Trunp Draws Red Line: No Deal Un... [May 4] - Read article
The U. S. is Developing New Nucle... [May 5] — Read article
Horror WAB warning as Russia 'pr... [May 5] — Read article
China's New H 20 Stealth Bonber ... [May 5] — Read article
Chi na rel eases Wrking Paper on ... [May 5] — Read article
Trunp Draws Red Line: No Deal Un... [May 5] — Read article
B61-12 system production ends, s... [May 6] — Read article
Moscow. Depl oynment of Nuclear We... [May 6] — Read article

Germany calls on Iran to abandon... [May 6] — Read article
Putin is 'preparing to use tacti... [May 6] — Read article
Ukr ai ni an commander clains Russi... [May 6] — Read article
Nort h Korea says not bound by nu... [May 7] — Read article
North Korea says it’s not bound ... [May 7] — Read article
Public hearings cone to Kansas C... [May 7] — Read article
Israeli FM Saar warns against Ir... [May 7] — Read article
Chi na appreciates lran's not-to-... [May 7] — Read article
New Report Notes Surge of Invest... [May 8] — Read article
Trunp scores staggering win as |... [May 8] — Read article
Kansas City: Inside Anerica's Nu... [May 8] — Read article
North Korea says it's not bound ... [May 8] — Read article
Russia Coul d Use Tactical Nuclea... [May 8] - Read article
US progressive Denocrats demand ... [May 9] — Read article
Trunp clainms Iran won't have nuc... [May 9] — Read article
New Report Notes Surge of Invest... [May 9] — Read article
North Korea says it will never a... [May 9] — Read article
North Korea says it's not bound ... [May 9] — Read article
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https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiV0FVX3lxTE1WUXk3UkFILTExZjRsMG5DQm5nLWQ0Y1ZYNTNzMVYxYlBCNEV3U09DU3RlTzhUR3d6S29hSlRHOVFYaGFzU2JlcWEta2hFVzlNQXhlWVRadw?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiYkFVX3lxTE5oczVCd1U4dVJuS1JDSmUzMWVvbURXMTg3d3M2RU1pWmdEa0p1cW9GbUJTNUo0M3V5Vk5GcG9VSDBJN2QtbEdlZUZEZklhSjdORnpLUzRVbUxnSG4wTVJBNEFR?oc=5
https://news.google.?oc=5
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https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMihwFBVV95cUxQRnNlQVAtNm9SYkpGR2hCRTZZSHlUcmlMVkktRXozTG83SU4zT1RybS1pYW14MmQxUGVQTjRlaC1BT2RmTGZEY1VISWdDWmJqUUhWNFZaYXpKeXRuZFo0RzFEUVVZUTlKQkRWTkpPaThoUmxHUHYtcW1mOVFzVjJHRGlCT29LUzTSAYwBQVVfeXFMUFVIdVhOLTFzVGtIczZsdU8zT3JDZnVFMnAzNk1RNzBTMVlXeU0walMzVTRNaElkN19LQWlRdWxBcUtjVHp6bmdHWnB5UzNfNFlyWFZGRTBkMEpRTnFmOUNtMnl2TnAyUmJsVHFuem5WaVZyaG5rYVhkNVdLRU1CV1dfbS1DSGJaT2pITzk?oc=5
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https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiYkFVX3lxTE5oczVCd1U4dVJuS1JDSmUzMWVvbURXMTg3d3M2RU1pWmdEa0p1cW9GbUJTNUo0M3V5Vk5GcG9VSDBJN2QtbEdlZUZEZklhSjdORnpLUzRVbUxnSG4wTVJBNEFR?oc=5
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Artificial Intelligence
Score Trend (Week of May 3-9, 2026)
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This week, the risk associated with Artificial Intelligence (Al) remains
moderate, primarily due to ongoing advancements in Al capabilities
and their integration across various industries. Key concerns include
cybersecurity threats, potential misuse, and the challenges of ensuring
Al alignment and safety. The deployment of Al in critical sectors such
as finance and healthcare has heightened worries about systemic
vulnerabilities and ethical considerations. Additionally, there is growing
apprehension about the concentration of power and control over Al
technologies. Efforts to address these risks focus on enhancing
transparency, regulatory oversight, and collaboration among
stakeholders to ensure responsible Al development and deployment.



Artificial Intelligence

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement comprehensive regulatory frameworks to ensure
safe and ethical deployment of Al technologies across all sectors.

e [Industry] Develop and enforce robust cybersecurity protocols to protect Al
systems from misuse and unauthorized access.

e [Academia] Conduct interdisciplinary research on Al alignment and safety
to address potential existential risks and inform policy-making.

e [NGO] Advocate for transparency and accountability in Al development to
prevent concentration of power and promote public trust.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation to establish
standardized guidelines for Al deployment and risk management.
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Artificial Intelligence

Relevant Articles

Cybersecurity in the Intelligenc... [May 3] — Read article

| DF commander: integrated Al, bi... [May 3] — Read article
US Navy signs deal with Al firm... [May 3] — Read article
Al agents can bypass guardrails ... [May 3] — Read article

Artificial Intelligence’s ‘Negat... [May 3] — Read article
Cybersecurity in the Intelligenc... [May 4] — Read article
Accel erating the cyber defense e... [May 4] — Read article
Al agents can bypass guardrails ... [May 4] - Read article
Exclusive: US officials weigh cu... [May 4] - Read article
The Many Chal |l enges of Al Safety... [May 4] — Read article
Artificial intelligence rapidly ... [May 5] — Read article
Whi te House Considers Vetting A.... [May 5] — Read article
Artificial Intelligence: A Key B... [May 5] — Read article
OpenAl Raises $4 Billion to Help... [May 5] — Read article

Armmy convenes industry leaders f... [May 5] — Read article
OpenAl and PwC col | aborate to re... [May 6] — Read article
The next phase of the Mcrosoft ... [May 6] — Read article
As false information created by ... [May 6] — Read article
I11inois |awrakers debating conp... [May 6] — Read article
White House wants to vet powerfu... [May 6] — Read article
GPT-5.5 Instant: snarter, cleare... [May 7] — Read article
Unl ocking large scale Al trainin... [May 7] — Read article
OpenAl and PwC col | aborate to re... [May 7] — Read article
The next phase of the Mcrosoft ... [May 7] — Read article
Strengt hening our partnership wi... [May 7] — Read article
Financial Stability Risks Mount ... [May 8] — Read article
The Strategic Intersection O Al... [May 8] - Read article
Artificial intelligence my acce... [May 8] — Read article
Artificial intelligence revives ... [May 8] — Read article
Scaling Trusted Access for Cyber... [May 9] — Read article
Unl ocking large scale Al trainin... [May 9] — Read article
Cybersecurity in the Intelligenc... [May 9] — Read article
Announci ng our partnership with ... [May 9] — Read article
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Climate Change

Score Trend (Week of May 3-9, 2026)
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This week, the climate risk remains high due to a combination of
factors, including the increasing frequency and intensity of extreme
weather events, significant ecological impacts, and persistent policy
challenges. The Amazon rainforest is nearing a critical tipping point,
which, along with ongoing environmental changes, poses severe risks
to global ecosystems and biodiversity. Legal and policy hurdles
continue to impede effective climate action, while economic and health
impacts from climate change are becoming more pronounced. The
situation is exacerbated by inadequate infrastructure protection and
rising microplastic emissions, highlighting the urgent need for
comprehensive and coordinated responses to mitigate these risks.



Climate Change

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement and enforce stricter regulations on deforestation
and land use to protect critical ecosystems like the Amazon rainforest.

e [NGQ] Increase public awareness campaigns on the health impacts of
climate change and promote community-level adaptation strategies.

e [Industry] Invest in sustainable technologies and practices to reduce
environmental impact and support climate resilience.

e [Research Institutions] Conduct further studies on climate tipping points
and their potential global impacts to inform policy and mitigation strategies.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation and funding for
climate adaptation and mitigation projects, particularly in vulnerable regions.
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Pandemics
Score Trend (Week of May 3-9, 2026)
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This week, the pandemic risk level has fluctuated between moderate
and high, primarily due to ongoing outbreaks of hantavirus, particularly
on a cruise ship, and avian flu. Challenges persist with vaccine
hesitancy and misinformation, which complicate efforts to manage
these outbreaks. The risk level peaked mid-week due to concerns
about potential human-to-human transmission of hantavirus. Ongoing
iIssues with COVID-19, including long COVID, continue to contribute to
the overall risk assessment. Efforts to address these challenges
include enhancing surveillance, improving vaccine deployment, and
combating misinformation.
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Pandemics

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stringent health protocols and rapid response
measures on cruise ships to prevent further spread of hantavirus.

e [Healthcare] Strengthen protocols for early detection and isolation of
infectious diseases in healthcare settings to manage outbreaks effectively.

e [NGO] Increase public education campaigns to combat misinformation and
promote vaccine confidence, especially in areas with high vaccine hesitancy.

e [Industry] Accelerate research and development of vaccines for emerging
infectious diseases, including hantavirus and avian flu.

e [International Organizations] Foster global collaboration for information
sharing and coordinated responses to infectious disease threats, focusing
on equitable vaccine distribution.
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This week, the global threat level from misinformation and
disinformation remains high, with consistent scores of 4.2 and a peak
at 4.3. The primary drivers are the proliferation of deepfakes, Al-
generated content, and targeted disinformation campaigns affecting
various domains such as politics, health, and climate change. These
developments are compounded by the use of digital platforms for
spreading false claims and scams, which undermine public trust and
safety. Additionally, disinformation laws in some regions are reportedly
suppressing journalism, further complicating the landscape of
information integrity. The situation calls for enhanced detection,
regulation, and public education efforts to mitigate the risks associated
with these trends.



Information Integrity

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and penalties for the creation
and dissemination of deepfakes and Al-generated misinformation,
particularly in critical areas like health and elections.

¢ [Industry] Collaborate with tech firms to develop and deploy advanced Al
detection tools to identify and flag deepfake content and misinformation
across digital platforms.

e [NGO] Launch public awareness campaigns to educate citizens on
identifying and reporting misinformation, emphasizing the risks associated
with deepfakes and Al-generated content.

e [Education] Integrate media literacy programs into school curricula to equip
students with skills to critically evaluate information sources and recognize
misinformation.

e [International Organizations] Collaborate globally to uphold journalistic
integrity and resist oppressive disinformation laws that threaten press
freedom.

panthrisk.com — Panthrisk Weekly Risk Report
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Unknown / Black Swan
Score Trend (Week of May 3-9, 2026)
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This week, the primary focus of existential-risk analysis has been on
the escalating geopolitical tensions between Guyana and Venezuela
over the Esequibo region, which is rich in oil resources. This dispute
has been highlighted as a significant geopolitical risk with potential for
regional destabilization and international conflict, with scores
indicating a high level of concern. Concurrently, there are ongoing
concerns about Iran's potential deployment of high-altitude
electromagnetic pulse (HEMP) weapons, which pose a significant
threat to global infrastructure. These developments underscore the
unpredictability and potential for 'black swan' events that could have
widespread implications for regional and global stability.



Unknown / Black Swan

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Increase diplomatic efforts to mediate the Guyana-
Venezuela dispute to prevent escalation into international conflict.

e [Industry] Assess and diversify oil supply chains to mitigate the impact of
potential disruptions due to geopolitical tensions in the Esequibo region.

e [NGO] Facilitate peace-building initiatives and provide advisory support to
ensure compliance with international law in the Guyana-Venezuela dispute.

e [Industry] Enhance infrastructure resilience against potential HEMP attacks
by investing in protective technologies and strategies.

e [Media] Provide balanced coverage to inform the public and stakeholders
about the complexities and potential implications of the Guyana-Venezuela

territorial dispute.
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Week in Review: May 3-9, 2026

This week, existential risk trends across various domains show a mix
of elevated and moderate concerns. In the nuclear domain, the risk
remains high due to geopolitical tensions involving Iran, North Korea,
and potential nuclear escalation in Ukraine, emphasizing the need for
diplomatic interventions. Artificial Intelligence risks are moderate, with
ongoing concerns about cybersecurity, ethical considerations, and the
concentration of power, prompting calls for improved transparency
and regulatory oversight. Climate change risks are high, driven by
extreme weather events and ecological impacts, highlighting the need
for coordinated mitigation efforts. Pandemic risks fluctuate between
moderate and high, with outbreaks of hantavirus and avian flu,
alongside persistent challenges from COVID-19. Information integrity
remains a high concern due to the spread of misinformation and
disinformation, necessitating enhanced detection and regulation.
Lastly, geopolitical tensions between Guyana and Venezuela, along
with concerns about Iran's potential HEMP weapon deployment,
underscore the unpredictability of black swan events, posing
significant risks to regional and global stability.



Closing Notes

Thank you for reviewing this week’s Panthrisk report. To stay
informed, visit panthrisk.com — our dashboard is updated daily with
the latest risk levels, GPT summaries, and recommended actions.

If you find this information valuable, please share it with colleagues
working to reduce global catastrophic risk. Awareness is the first step

toward action.
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