PANTHRISK WEEKLY RISK REPORT

Week of February 22-28, 2026

Panthrisk monitors humanity’s most serious existential threats using
curated news sources and Al-assisted analysis. Each day, our models
evaluate key global developments, generate risk-level assessments,
and propose actionable interventions. This weekly report summarizes
the trends, risk shifts, and notable insights from February 22—28, 2026
across all tracked categories.
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Nuclear War
Score Trend (Week of February 22-28, 2026)
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This week, the global nuclear threat level remains elevated due to
several factors. China's secret nuclear tests and potential NATO
nuclear deployments in Eastern Europe have increased tensions,
while the expiration of key arms control treaties has exacerbated
global instability. Russia's threats towards NATO members and the
modernization of nuclear arsenals by major powers have further
heightened concerns. Additionally, North Korea's aggressive posturing
and Iran's nuclear ambitions contribute to the rising threat level. The
role of Al in nuclear decision-making and simulations is also causing
alarm, as it could potentially destabilize nuclear command and control
systems.



Nuclear War

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Convene urgent multilateral talks to establish new arms
control agreements and prevent a nuclear arms race.

e [NGO] Advocate for public awareness and policy change towards nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation.

e [Industry] Develop and implement robust safeguards against Al-driven
escalation in nuclear command systems.

e [International Organizations] Enhance crisis communication channels
between nuclear-armed states to prevent accidental or unauthorized nuclear
launches.

e [Academia] Conduct research on the implications of Al in nuclear decision-
making to inform policy and ethical guidelines.
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Nuclear War
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Artificial Intelligence
Score Trend (Week of February 22-28, 2026)
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This week, the Al risk level remains moderate, primarily due to
ongoing advancements in Al capabilities and their deployment in
critical sectors such as the military and healthcare. These
developments have heightened concerns regarding Al alignment,
safety, and potential misuse, particularly in sensitive areas. The
consistent score of 3.8 reflects a stable yet concerning trend where Al
integration continues to outpace the establishment of robust safety
and ethical guidelines. Additionally, there are worries about policy
rollbacks that could undermine Al safety measures. Overall, the focus
remains on ensuring that Al systems are aligned with human values
and that their deployment does not lead to unintended consequences
or escalations, especially in military contexts.



Artificial Intelligence

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and oversight on Al
deployment in military and critical infrastructure to prevent misuse and
ensure ethical standards.

¢ [Industry] Collaborate on developing and adhering to robust Al safety and
alignment frameworks that prioritize ethical considerations and
transparency.

e [NGO] Advocate for transparency and accountability in Al development and
deployment, focusing on safety and ethical considerations to build public
trust.

e [Academia] Conduct interdisciplinary research on the societal impacts of Al,
particularly in misinformation and bias, to inform policy and guide ethical Al
development.

¢ [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation on establishing
Al safety standards to address cross-border challenges and prevent misuse.
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Artificial Intelligence

Relevant Articles

Advanci ng i ndependent
Bringing Chat GPT to GenAl.nmil
Deepeni ng our partnership with t..
Strengt hening our Frontier Safet... [February 22] - Read article
Al Safety Meets the War Machine ... [February 22] — Read article
I ntroduci ng QpenAl for India [February 23] — Read article

Bringing ChatGPT to GenAl.nmi| [February 23] — Read article

research o... [February 22] - Read article
[ February 22] — Read article
[ February 22] — Read article

Hori zon 1000: Advancing Al for p... [February 23] — Read article
Ri sk Wthout Borders: The Malici... [February 23] — Read article
There is growi ng concern about h... [February 23] — Read article
Bringing Chat GPT to GenAl.nm| [February 24] — Read article

Meta Al safety researcher recall... [February 24] — Read article
Lockheed test-flies F-35 with ar... [February 24] — Read article
Meta Director of Al Safety Allow .. [February 24] — Read article
penAl partners with consulting ... [February 24] — Read article
OpenAl announces Frontier Allian... [February 25] - Read article

Bringing ChatGPT to GenAl.m| [February 25] — Read article

I ntroduci ng QpenAl Frontier [February 25] — Read article
Artificial intelligence contribu... [February 25] — Read article
Hegseth demands full mlitary ac... [February 25] — Read article
Advanci ng i ndependent research o... [February 26] — Read article
Bringing ChatGPT to GenAl.nm| [February 26] — Read article
Cient Alert: California Transpa... [February 26] — Read article
Daily 4: Anthropic rolls back Al... [February 26] — Read article
Ant hropic narrows Al safety pled... [February 26] — Read article
Anthropic rejects Pentagon ternms... [February 27] — Read article
Googl e Wrkers Seek ‘ Red Lines’ [ February 27] — Read article
CECs see Al as the biggest busin... [February 27] — Read article
Ant hropi ¢ | oosens Al safety rule... [February 27] — Read article
The I npact of Artificial Intelli... [February 27] — Read article
Di srupting malicious uses of Al [ February 28] — Read article
penAl reaches deal with Pentago... [February 28] — Read article
JPMorgan warns up to $150 billio... [February 28] — Read article
Al In Modern Warfare: India’s St... [February 28] — Read article
Trunmp Says US Is Cutting OFf Ant... [February 28] — Read article
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Climate Change

Score Trend (Week of February 22-28, 2026)
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This week, the climate risk level remains high due to a combination of
policy rollbacks, increased frequency of extreme weather events, and
significant ecosystem disruptions. Legal challenges to climate
accountability are also contributing to the elevated risk, alongside
emerging resource conflicts, particularly in Antarctica. The ongoing
threats to biodiversity and food systems, coupled with accelerating
global warming, underscore the urgent need for effective climate
action. Despite these challenges, there is a continued push for
stronger regulations and international cooperation to address these
Issues.
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Climate Change

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Reinstate and strengthen environmental regulations to
mitigate climate change impacts and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

e [NGO] Advocate for international agreements to protect vulnerable
ecosystems and resources, such as those in Antarctica, from exploitation.

e [Industry] Invest in sustainable technologies and practices to reduce carbon
footprints and enhance resilience against climate-related changes.

e [Academia] Conduct and disseminate research on the socio-economic
impacts of increased climate disasters to inform policy and public
understanding.

e [Public] Engage in local climate adaptation and mitigation initiatives to build
resilience against extreme weather events and support sustainability efforts.
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Climate Change
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Pandemics
Score Trend (Week of February 22-28, 2026)
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This week, the pandemic risk has fluctuated between moderate and
high, primarily driven by ongoing outbreaks of flu, measles, and avian
flu. The high transmission rates of these diseases, coupled with
significant vaccine hesitancy and misinformation, have contributed to
the elevated risk levels. Persistent challenges with vaccination
coverage, particularly in vulnerable populations, have exacerbated the
situation. Efforts to combat misinformation and improve vaccine
uptake remain crucial to mitigating these risks. Surveillance and rapid
response systems are essential to manage and contain the spread of
these infectious diseases effectively.
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Pandemics
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Increase funding for public health campaigns to promote
vaccination and counter misinformation about vaccines.

e [Healthcare Providers] Enhance patient education initiatives to address
vaccine hesitancy with evidence-based information.

e [NGO] Partner with local communities to support vaccination clinics and
public health education efforts.

e [Research Institutions] Accelerate the development and testing of
universal vaccines to address multiple strains of flu and other pathogens.

e [International Organizations] Strengthen global collaboration and resource
sharing to manage and prevent cross-border infectious disease outbreaks.
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Information Integrity
Score Trend (Week of February 22-28, 2026)
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This week, the global risk of misinformation remains high, primarily
driven by widespread disinformation campaigns and the misuse of Al-
generated content, including deepfakes. These activities are impacting
various sectors, notably political, economic, and social arenas,
exacerbating tensions and undermining public trust. The persistent
threat is characterized by the proliferation of false claims and
fraudulent activities exploiting digital platforms. The situation calls for
enhanced detection and mitigation strategies to address the evolving
challenges posed by advanced technologies in misinformation
dissemination.



Information Integrity
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and penalties for the creation
and distribution of Al-generated disinformation.

¢ [Industry] Enhance Al detection tools to identify and flag deepfakes and
other manipulated content on their platforms.

e [NGO] Increase media literacy programs to help individuals discern credible
information from misinformation.

e [International Organizations] Collaborate internationally to share best
practices and strategies for combating misinformation.

e [Education] Integrate media literacy programs into educational curriculums
to equip individuals with skills to critically evaluate information.
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This week, the main trend in unknown or black swan risks includes a
series of environmental and geopolitical threats with potentially
cascading impacts. The second cyclone in Madagascar highlights the
risk of consecutive natural disasters leading to humanitarian crises.
Iran's ongoing water crisis, compounded by drought, presents a
significant geopolitical and environmental threat, further complicated
by its nuclear stance. Additionally, the potential for a major
cyberattack poses a global risk with widespread implications. Lastly,
Iceland's warning about the potential collapse of the Atlantic
Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC) underscores a significant
threat to global climate stability.



Unknown / Black Swan

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Enhance disaster preparedness and response strategies to
mitigate the impact of consecutive natural disasters in vulnerable regions.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate diplomatic dialogues to address
Iran's water crisis and nuclear stance, aiming to prevent regional instability.

e [Industry] Increase investment in cybersecurity infrastructure and conduct
regular audits to identify and address vulnerabilities.

e [Research Institutions] Conduct urgent research on the potential impacts
of AMOC disruption and develop predictive models for early detection.

e [NGO] Raise awareness about the interconnected nature of environmental
and geopolitical risks to encourage proactive measures and global solidarity.
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Week in Review: February 22-28,
2026

This week's existential risk trends across the six domains present a
complex landscape of heightened concerns and emerging challenges.
In the nuclear domain, tensions have increased due to secret tests,
potential deployments, and the expiration of arms control treaties, with
Al's role in nuclear decision-making adding to the unease. Al risks
remain moderate, with ongoing advancements raising alignment and
safety concerns, particularly in military applications. Climate change
risks persist at high levels, driven by policy rollbacks, extreme
weather, and resource conflicts, despite efforts for stronger
regulations. Pandemic risks fluctuate between moderate and high due
to disease outbreaks and vaccine hesitancy, emphasizing the need for
improved vaccination strategies. Information integrity remains under
threat from disinformation campaigns and Al-generated content,
necessitating better detection and mitigation efforts. Lastly, unknown
risks are highlighted by environmental and geopolitical threats, such
as Madagascar's cyclones and Iran's water crisis, alongside potential
cyberattacks and climate system warnings, indicating the need for
vigilant monitoring and preparedness.



Closing Notes

Thank you for reviewing this week’s Panthrisk report. To stay
informed, visit panthrisk.com — our dashboard is updated daily with
the latest risk levels, GPT summaries, and recommended actions.

If you find this information valuable, please share it with colleagues
working to reduce global catastrophic risk. Awareness is the first step

toward action.
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