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Panthrisk monitors humanity’s most serious existential threats using

curated news sources and AI-assisted analysis. Each day, our models

evaluate key global developments, generate risk-level assessments,

and propose actionable interventions. This weekly report summarizes

the trends, risk shifts, and notable insights from February 15–21, 2026

across all tracked categories.
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Nuclear War
Score Trend (Week of February 15–21, 2026)

This week, global nuclear tensions have escalated significantly due to

the expiration of the New START Treaty and the collapse of other key

arms control agreements. China's expansion of its nuclear arsenal,

alongside increased nuclear rhetoric and potential secret tests by

major powers, has heightened the threat level. European nations are

reconsidering their nuclear strategies in response to perceived

security threats, particularly from China's activities and Poland's

potential nuclear ambitions. Additionally, tensions surrounding Iran's

nuclear program and the involvement of Russia further contribute to

the elevated threat. The lack of effective arms control frameworks and

diplomatic engagement has exacerbated these concerns,

necessitating urgent international dialogue and cooperation.
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Nuclear War
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

[Government] Convene an international summit to negotiate the renewal or

replacement of the New START Treaty and address the breakdown of other

nuclear arms control agreements.

[NGO] Launch public awareness campaigns to educate citizens on the risks

of nuclear proliferation and advocate for disarmament initiatives.

[Industry] Invest in technologies that enhance nuclear verification and

monitoring capabilities to support international arms control efforts.

[Diplomatic] Engage in urgent diplomatic dialogues with China, Russia, and

Iran to de-escalate tensions and promote transparency and confidence-

building measures.

[Military] Enhance crisis communication channels and protocols to prevent

accidental or unauthorized use of nuclear weapons and improve the security

of nuclear arsenals.
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Nuclear War
Relevant Articles

Is China Conducting Secret Nucle... [February 15] – Read article

As New START treaty expires, can... [February 15] – Read article

The new atomic era. The expirati... [February 15] – Read article

The U.S. claims China is conduct... [February 15] – Read article

Iran Ex-Commander Alleges Saudi ... [February 15] – Read article

Satellite images from China show... [February 16] – Read article

Satellite imagery of secretive n... [February 16] – Read article

China's nuclear acceleration rev... [February 16] – Read article

Polish President Backs Path to N... [February 16] – Read article

Poland is considering possibilit... [February 16] – Read article

End of New Start Treaty: Need fo... [February 16] – Read article

The START nuclear arms treaty ex... [February 16] – Read article

Opinion | Trump Risks Igniting a... [February 17] – Read article

China’s Nuclear Acceleration Rev... [February 17] – Read article

End of New Start Treaty: Need fo... [February 17] – Read article

Head of military's space divisio... [February 17] – Read article

Europe rethinks nuclear weapons ... [February 17] – Read article

Why Is China Suddenly Building S... [February 18] – Read article

Life without the New START Treat... [February 18] – Read article

Polish president says Warsaw sho... [February 18] – Read article

Satellite images reveal expansio... [February 18] – Read article

Satellite imagery of secretive n... [February 18] – Read article

Why Is China Suddenly Building S... [February 19] – Read article

Life without the New START Treat... [February 19] – Read article

Satellite images reveal expansio... [February 19] – Read article

President Nawrocki wants Poland ... [February 19] – Read article

Netanyahu calls for dismantling ... [February 19] – Read article

Trump pressures Iran to agree to... [February 20] – Read article

Iran has threatened nuclear war ... [February 20] – Read article

Last nuclear weapons limits expi... [February 20] – Read article

The world is drifting back towar... [February 20] – Read article

China conducted secret nuclear w... [February 20] – Read article

Doomsday Clock strikes 85 Second... [February 21] – Read article

Last nuclear weapons limits expi... [February 21] – Read article

China conducted secret nuclear w... [February 21] – Read article

US offers more details on claim ... [February 21] – Read article

Why Is China Suddenly Building S... [February 21] – Read article
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Artificial Intelligence
Score Trend (Week of February 15–21, 2026)

This week, the risk associated with Artificial Intelligence remained

moderate, primarily due to ongoing advancements in AI capabilities

and their increasing deployment in sensitive areas such as military

and healthcare. Concerns were raised about the alignment of AI

systems with human values, potential misuse, and the concentration

of power among those who control these technologies. The integration

of AI into military and enterprise systems has heightened worries

about maintaining control and ensuring ethical use. Despite the

moderate risk level, the consistent score suggests a need for vigilance

and proactive measures to address these challenges. The focus

remains on ensuring safety, security, and ethical implications are

adequately managed as AI technologies continue to evolve.
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Artificial Intelligence
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

[Government] Implement stricter regulations and oversight on AI

deployment in military and healthcare sectors to ensure ethical use and

prevent misuse.

[Industry] Develop and enforce robust AI safety and alignment protocols,

particularly for AI systems integrated into sensitive applications.

[NGO] Advocate for transparency and accountability in AI development

processes to prevent the concentration of power and promote equitable

access.

[Academia] Conduct interdisciplinary research on AI alignment and safety

to inform policy and technological development.

[International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation on AI

governance to address cross-border challenges and standardize safety

protocols.
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Artificial Intelligence
Relevant Articles

Introducing GPT-5.3-Codex-Spark [February 15] – Read article

Bringing ChatGPT to GenAI.mil [February 15] – Read article

Introducing GPT-5.3-Codex [February 15] – Read article

AI Safety Alarm: Yoshua Bengio a... [February 15] – Read article

US military used Anthropic’s AI ... [February 15] – Read article

Introducing Lockdown Mode and El... [February 16] – Read article

Bringing ChatGPT to GenAI.mil [February 16] – Read article

Introducing OpenAI Frontier [February 16] – Read article

Cisco and OpenAI redefine enterp... [February 16] – Read article

Strengthening our Frontier Safet... [February 16] – Read article

Bringing ChatGPT to GenAI.mil [February 17] – Read article

AI safety shake-up: Top research... [February 17] – Read article

UK Considers Australian-Style So... [February 17] – Read article

What is the future of Artificial... [February 17] – Read article

Humans No Longer Make Decisions ... [February 17] – Read article

Bringing ChatGPT to GenAI.mil [February 18] – Read article

Introducing GPT-5.3-Codex [February 18] – Read article

Snowflake and OpenAI partner to ... [February 18] – Read article

Deepening our partnership with t... [February 18] – Read article

Strengthening our partnership wi... [February 18] – Read article

Bringing ChatGPT to GenAI.mil [February 19] – Read article

Introducing OpenAI Frontier [February 19] – Read article

Deepening our partnership with t... [February 19] – Read article

Strengthening our partnership wi... [February 19] – Read article

Strengthening our Frontier Safet... [February 19] – Read article

Advancing independent research o... [February 20] – Read article

Bringing ChatGPT to GenAI.mil [February 20] – Read article

Horizon 1000: Advancing AI for p... [February 20] – Read article

AI Arms Race Threatens Humanity,... [February 20] – Read article

OpenAI gives $7.5m to UK's globa... [February 20] – Read article

GPT-5.2 derives a new result in ... [February 21] – Read article

Harness engineering: leveraging ... [February 21] – Read article

Bringing ChatGPT to GenAI.mil [February 21] – Read article

Addressing Bias, Privacy, Securi... [February 21] – Read article

AI Safety Meets the War Machine ... [February 21] – Read article
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https://openai.com/index/advancing-independent-research-ai-alignment
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https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMinAFBVV95cUxOR2w0WXRfNDFWNUFaa09MRXNDTlZCMDE1aGJwMUV6OUxNb1ZBQmVidldJbWNIVk9wOGNOdEJLUlY4MkpoNUE1REtHdThNZzh5Z3NhXzdHODNnTFpROWlqZjVabWdCTUtzVFJVWTJac3d2SkpYYmphYXZwSnhYX0hfLURlODRZbXp6T2JycGJFLXluMmhQbnRzNE41QU0?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiywFBVV95cUxOSlMySU1HZDFMWHl4akg0a1VTTG8xUmRUVlI4SXV1RUgtTnJXWExmT2ctUy1ad1ZaYnRyN29LY1VJR0pfRW5LSUpnUnNaZkJIbk1QR3hfXzdsWE1PU1g4WGo4RGFzaHBlWG8yQmhVWVg5djl0QWo5YXViLTM2ZzVCNU9QMXBlLUdnTHdfeXMwTC1fUF9NUERhQlNTUTU0TWpKMS1YY0lzdGxvZVFCYlN4WWt3TWlyNzFWejFOYWVvNnByZVFSQXNPTE15Z9IBWkFVX3lxTE93Y3JwRkpvQjNCeUE1TmQyZ0xfR3FOeDdoRDAzRnEyUUFoUGVIRndXNXk4cUpGcjJBX29yQV9Ucld1VTJxTjVNbi1qcmtrbXVodGptVV9MYjkzdw?oc=5
https://openai.com/index/new-result-theoretical-physics
https://openai.com/index/harness-engineering
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Climate Change
Score Trend (Week of February 15–21, 2026)

This week, the main trend in climate change has been the high risk

associated with policy rollbacks, particularly those initiated by the

Trump administration, which are undermining global climate stability.

The dismantling of existing climate policies has exacerbated the threat

of extreme weather events and ecosystem disruptions, leading to a

heightened risk of irreversible environmental damage. Additionally, the

economic impacts and geopolitical tensions resulting from climate

inaction have further intensified the situation. The consistent theme

across the week has been the urgent need for reinstating and

strengthening climate policies to mitigate these risks and promote

global cooperation in addressing climate change.
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Climate Change
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

[Government] Reinstate and strengthen climate regulations to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions and promote renewable energy sources.

[NGO] Increase advocacy and public awareness campaigns to pressure

policymakers to prioritize climate action and educate the public on climate

risks.

[Industry] Invest in sustainable practices and technologies to reduce carbon

footprints and enhance climate resilience.

[International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation to ensure

countries adhere to and enhance their climate commitments.

[Research Institutions] Conduct and disseminate studies on the impacts of

policy changes on climate systems to inform public and policy debates.
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Climate Change
Relevant Articles

Sao Paulo Battles Floods and Dro... [February 15] – Read article

Trump’s EPA can’t simply erase c... [February 15] – Read article

Scientists warn Earth is enterin... [February 15] – Read article

"Dead, gone, over": Trump scraps... [February 15] – Read article

Daywatch: Trump administration d... [February 15] – Read article

Trump just torched the basis for... [February 16] – Read article

Despite Eastern U.S. cold, Janua... [February 16] – Read article

Trump EPA set to repeal scientif... [February 16] – Read article

Scaling up enhanced rock weather... [February 16] – Read article

Earth on Track to Become Uninhab... [February 16] – Read article

Trump just torched the basis for... [February 17] – Read article

EU ill-prepared for worsening cl... [February 17] – Read article

Global warming hits 1st tipping ... [February 17] – Read article

Ocean impacts double social cost... [February 17] – Read article

What will climate change cost Co... [February 17] – Read article

Climate change widened Valencia'... [February 18] – Read article

Trump’s EPA Says Climate Change ... [February 18] – Read article

Opinion: Trump calling climate c... [February 18] – Read article

Human-induced climate change amp... [February 18] – Read article

Climate Change Made Deadly Valen... [February 18] – Read article

Wildfire Weather Days Nearly Tri... [February 19] – Read article

Rescission of The Clean Air Act ... [February 19] – Read article

Valencia floods: Warming superch... [February 19] – Read article

Climate change threatens coffee-... [February 19] – Read article

E&E News: Start planning for cat... [February 19] – Read article

Antarctica faces 'devastating ch... [February 20] – Read article

El Nino: Heat related mortality ... [February 20] – Read article

Global warming must peak below 2... [February 20] – Read article

The EPA just took a giant step b... [February 20] – Read article

Climate change damages in Philip... [February 20] – Read article

Climate Change Made Deadly Valen... [February 21] – Read article

2/19/26: Beachgoer bacterial inf... [February 21] – Read article

U.S. Tells International Energy ... [February 21] – Read article

E&E News: US succeeds in erasing... [February 21] – Read article

Atlantic bluefin moving north du... [February 21] – Read article
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Pandemics
Score Trend (Week of February 15–21, 2026)

This week, the pandemic risk level fluctuated between moderate and

high, primarily due to rising cases of flu, measles, and respiratory

viruses, including COVID-19 and avian flu. The situation is

exacerbated by vaccine hesitancy and misinformation, which continue

to hinder vaccination efforts. The persistence of these challenges

underscores the need for enhanced public health strategies and

communication. Efforts to improve vaccine uptake and counter

misinformation are critical to managing current outbreaks and

preventing future ones. The consistent risk score of 3.8, with a peak at

4.0, indicates a stable yet concerning pandemic threat level.
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Pandemics
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

[Government] Increase funding for public health campaigns to combat

vaccine misinformation and improve vaccination rates.

[Healthcare] Enhance surveillance and rapid response systems to quickly

identify and manage outbreaks of flu, measles, and avian flu.

[NGO] Partner with local communities to address vaccine hesitancy through

education and improve access to vaccines, especially in underserved areas.

[Industry] Accelerate research and development of universal vaccines for

flu and COVID-19 to better prepare for future outbreaks.

[Media] Promote accurate information about vaccine safety and efficacy to

counteract misinformation and build public trust.
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Pandemics
Relevant Articles

CDC reports 6 more child deaths ... [February 15] – Read article

Annenberg poll shows drop in per... [February 15] – Read article
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Quick takes: Americans wary of v... [February 19] – Read article
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Intranasal vaccine against H5 av... [February 19] – Read article
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Vermont reports its first human ... [February 19] – Read article
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Maryland reports first US New Wo... [February 19] – Read article
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Using Routine Surveillance Data ... [February 19] – Read article
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https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiWkFVX3lxTE41OFYtMGZ6M19OR0FtRWZIY3ZXaXZTRWJOR0Y1MDI3X1lQOUdXcWpfOE9nc2JmNmIxODhNVy1SLUcyUHNhVktnNlR5YVJiRzlHTHJQTGZrWG5lQQ?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMikwFBVV95cUxPZTMzWFdKYTJwbV9sajNCeUpOU2M3NVBFZzc2YllqZjE3OHdyTDFjemY2cXdXbFVsV2k2bmd5WXJqclV3S2NlSEVuZXhVbUotVkk5NXlFRmx2MTNQZUM0OHBqTjZHaDdPalNNNlJPWlhZdTFOc2N5aHNTTmhjbG03NzVpc1l3aVRjbk1ZbGU1c1VpWUE?oc=5
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/influenza-general/flu-claims-5-more-us-children-s-lives-virus-continues-circulating-moderate-very
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/influenza-general/cdc-reports-6-more-child-deaths-flu-virus-levels-stay-moderate-high


Flu claims 5 more US children’s ... [February 21] – Read article

2026 US measles total nears 1,00... [February 21] – Read article

Pennsylvania facing ‘unprecedent... [February 21] – Read article
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https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/influenza-general/flu-claims-5-more-us-children-s-lives-virus-continues-circulating-moderate-very
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Information Integrity
Score Trend (Week of February 15–21, 2026)

This week, the global threat of misinformation remains high, primarily

driven by the proliferation of AI-generated content, deepfakes, and

disinformation campaigns targeting elections, health, and social trust.

The persistent spread of politically charged falsehoods and scams

further exacerbates the situation, with misinformation impacting

various domains including politics and health. The use of advanced

technologies in creating deceptive content continues to challenge the

integrity of information across platforms. As a result, there is a growing

need for effective detection tools, public education, and regulatory

measures to combat these threats.
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Information Integrity
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

[Government] Implement stricter regulations and penalties for the creation

and dissemination of deepfakes and AI-generated misinformation.

[Industry] Enhance AI detection tools to better identify and flag AI-

generated content and deepfakes on social media platforms.

[NGO] Launch public awareness campaigns to educate citizens on

identifying and reporting misinformation and scams.

[Education] Integrate media literacy programs into school curricula to equip

students with skills to critically assess information sources.

[International Organizations] Collaborate internationally to monitor and

counteract disinformation campaigns, especially during election periods.
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Information Integrity
Relevant Articles

Don't fall for alleged Trump pos... [February 15] – Read article

Fake images of Trump with undera... [February 15] – Read article

People are more susceptible to m... [February 15] – Read article

In the age of deepfakes, India f... [February 15] – Read article

Citing risk of deception, House ... [February 15] – Read article

People are more susceptible to m... [February 16] – Read article

Study Finds Generative AI and Us... [February 16] – Read article

Misinformation experts warn of d... [February 16] – Read article

Citing risk of deception, House ... [February 16] – Read article

Canadian researchers develop AI ... [February 16] – Read article

As AI-generated fake prescriptio... [February 17] – Read article

21,400 disinformation posts in t... [February 17] – Read article

$54M Lost: Fake Bank Text Scam T... [February 17] – Read article

Fake ‘Antivirus’ App Spreads And... [February 17] – Read article

North Korean job scammers target... [February 17] – Read article

Social Media - Was Jeffrey Epste... [February 18] – Read article

People are more susceptible to m... [February 18] – Read article

Kim Kardashian Says the Moon Lan... [February 18] – Read article

Belgium accuses U.S. ambassador ... [February 18] – Read article

Russian “Matryoshka” Bot Network... [February 18] – Read article

Tumbler Ridge Is Being Used to S... [February 19] – Read article

Russian fake news network target... [February 19] – Read article

AI-fueled disinformation surges ... [February 19] – Read article

AI Is Indistinguishable From Rea... [February 19] – Read article

Watch Tonight | The Deepfake Dil... [February 19] – Read article

Did Jesse Jackson's family bar O... [February 20] – Read article

Epstein files' references to 'je... [February 20] – Read article

Social Media - Epstein files did... [February 20] – Read article

People are more susceptible to m... [February 20] – Read article

Armenian officials visit Los Ang... [February 20] – Read article

Itasca PD investigate sexually e... [February 21] – Read article

Scammers Use Fake Gemini AI Chat... [February 21] – Read article

‘Misinformation is rife’: Reader... [February 21] – Read article

Turkey Urged to Free Deutsche We... [February 21] – Read article

Spotting artificial intelligence... [February 21] – Read article
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Unknown / Black Swan
Score Trend (Week of February 15–21, 2026)

This week, the main trend in unknown or 'Black Swan' risks includes

the adaptation of Bulgaria's 'Black Swan' cargo drone for surveillance

tasks, which poses potential geopolitical and security risks due to its

enhanced capabilities. This development indicates a shift in

autonomous military and surveillance technology, raising concerns

about unforeseen challenges in these areas. Additionally, there is a

significant risk of a massive cyberattack with the potential to disrupt

global systems and economies, as well as existential threats posed by

AI, which could lead to unprecedented disruptions across multiple

sectors. Furthermore, natural disasters, such as a second cyclone

hitting Madagascar, highlight the potential for cascading humanitarian

impacts. Lastly, Iran's severe water crisis presents a destabilizing

threat with possible global repercussions.
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Unknown / Black Swan
Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

[Government] Implement stricter regulations and oversight on the

deployment and export of autonomous surveillance drones to mitigate

potential security risks.

[International Organizations] Facilitate dialogue among nations to

establish international norms and agreements on the use of surveillance

drones and autonomous military technologies.

[Industry] Enhance cybersecurity infrastructure and protocols to protect

critical national assets from potential large-scale cyberattacks.

[NGO] Raise public awareness about the potential risks and benefits of AI

and advocate for ethical AI development and deployment.

[Humanitarian Agencies] Mobilize resources and coordinate with local

authorities to provide immediate humanitarian aid and long-term recovery

support to regions affected by natural disasters, such as Madagascar.
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Unknown / Black Swan
Relevant Articles

Bulgaria's "Black Swan" cargo dr... [February 15] – Read article

Dronamics to adapt Black Swan ca... [February 15] – Read article

Black Swan Reborn: Bulgaria Turn... [February 15] – Read article

HENSOLDT and Dronamics announce ... [February 15] – Read article

Bulgarian Dronamics Launches Pla... [February 15] – Read article

Bulgaria's "Black Swan" cargo dr... [February 16] – Read article

Dronamics to adapt Black Swan ca... [February 16] – Read article

Black Swan Reborn: Bulgaria Turn... [February 16] – Read article

HENSOLDT and Dronamics announce ... [February 16] – Read article

Bulgarian Dronamics Launches Pla... [February 16] – Read article

Bulgaria's "Black Swan" cargo dr... [February 17] – Read article

Dronamics to adapt Black Swan ca... [February 17] – Read article

Black Swan Reborn: Bulgaria Turn... [February 17] – Read article

HENSOLDT and Dronamics announce ... [February 17] – Read article

Bulgarian Dronamics Launches Pla... [February 17] – Read article

Artificial Intelligence in corpo... [February 19] – Read article

Top-performing fund warns softwa... [February 19] – Read article

AI poses existential threat to s... [February 19] – Read article

Fund Beating 99% of Peers Sees F... [February 19] – Read article

‘Existential threat’: OpenAI eng... [February 19] – Read article

A Second Cyclone Slams Madagascar [February 20] – Read article

Not just US strike, Iran is faci... [February 21] – Read article
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Week in Review: February 15–21,
2026

This week, existential risk trends across the six domains have shown

notable developments. In the nuclear domain, the expiration of key

treaties and increased nuclear activities by China and other nations

have heightened global tensions, prompting European nations to

reassess their strategies. The AI domain maintains a moderate risk

level, with ongoing concerns about ethical use and control as AI

technologies advance. Climate change risks remain high due to policy

rollbacks, emphasizing the need for stronger climate policies to

prevent further environmental and geopolitical instability. Pandemic

risks fluctuate between moderate and high, driven by rising cases of

various viruses and challenges in vaccine uptake. Information integrity

threats persist at a high level, exacerbated by AI-generated content

and disinformation campaigns. Finally, in the unknown risks domain,

developments in autonomous military technology and potential

cyberattacks underscore the need for vigilance, while natural disasters

and resource crises highlight ongoing global vulnerabilities.
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Closing Notes

Thank you for reviewing this week’s Panthrisk report. To stay

informed, visit panthrisk.com — our dashboard is updated daily with

the latest risk levels, GPT summaries, and recommended actions.

If you find this information valuable, please share it with colleagues

working to reduce global catastrophic risk. Awareness is the first step

toward action.
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