PANTHRISK WEEKLY RISK REPORT

Week of February 15-21, 2026

Panthrisk monitors humanity’s most serious existential threats using
curated news sources and Al-assisted analysis. Each day, our models
evaluate key global developments, generate risk-level assessments,
and propose actionable interventions. This weekly report summarizes
the trends, risk shifts, and notable insights from February 15-21, 2026
across all tracked categories.
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Nuclear War
Score Trend (Week of February 15-21, 2026)
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This week, global nuclear tensions have escalated significantly due to
the expiration of the New START Treaty and the collapse of other key
arms control agreements. China's expansion of its nuclear arsenal,
alongside increased nuclear rhetoric and potential secret tests by
major powers, has heightened the threat level. European nations are
reconsidering their nuclear strategies in response to perceived
security threats, particularly from China's activities and Poland's
potential nuclear ambitions. Additionally, tensions surrounding Iran's
nuclear program and the involvement of Russia further contribute to
the elevated threat. The lack of effective arms control frameworks and
diplomatic engagement has exacerbated these concerns,
necessitating urgent international dialogue and cooperation.



Nuclear War

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Convene an international summit to negotiate the renewal or
replacement of the New START Treaty and address the breakdown of other
nuclear arms control agreements.

e [NGO] Launch public awareness campaigns to educate citizens on the risks
of nuclear proliferation and advocate for disarmament initiatives.

¢ [Industry] Invest in technologies that enhance nuclear verification and
monitoring capabilities to support international arms control efforts.

e [Diplomatic] Engage in urgent diplomatic dialogues with China, Russia, and
Iran to de-escalate tensions and promote transparency and confidence-
building measures.

¢ [Military] Enhance crisis communication channels and protocols to prevent
accidental or unauthorized use of nuclear weapons and improve the security
of nuclear arsenals.
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Artificial Intelligence
Score Trend (Week of February 15-21, 2026)

o 3.8 3.7 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8

] e el e () ) ()
N v S v v S v
v G AY % o %
N n ~ N ’ ’
v <F oF < & &F ¥

This week, the risk associated with Artificial Intelligence remained
moderate, primarily due to ongoing advancements in Al capabilities
and their increasing deployment in sensitive areas such as military
and healthcare. Concerns were raised about the alignment of Al
systems with human values, potential misuse, and the concentration
of power among those who control these technologies. The integration
of Al into military and enterprise systems has heightened worries
about maintaining control and ensuring ethical use. Despite the
moderate risk level, the consistent score suggests a need for vigilance
and proactive measures to address these challenges. The focus
remains on ensuring safety, security, and ethical implications are
adequately managed as Al technologies continue to evolve.



Artificial Intelligence

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and oversight on Al
deployment in military and healthcare sectors to ensure ethical use and
prevent misuse.

¢ [Industry] Develop and enforce robust Al safety and alignment protocols,
particularly for Al systems integrated into sensitive applications.

e [NGO] Advocate for transparency and accountability in Al development
processes to prevent the concentration of power and promote equitable
access.

e [Academia] Conduct interdisciplinary research on Al alignment and safety
to inform policy and technological development.

¢ [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation on Al
governance to address cross-border challenges and standardize safety
protocols.
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Artificial Intelligence

Relevant Articles

I ntroduci ng GPT-5. 3- Codex- Spark [February 15] — Read article
Bringing Chat GPT to GenAl.nmi| [February 15] — Read article
I ntroduci ng GPT-5. 3- Codex [ February 15] — Read article

Al Safety Alarm Yoshua Bengio a... [February 15] — Read article
US military used Anthropic’s Al ... [February 15] — Read article
I ntroduci ng Lockdown Mbde and El ... [February 16] — Read article
Bringing ChatGPT to GenAl.nmi| [February 16] — Read article

I ntroduci ng OpenAl Frontier [February 16] — Read article

Ci sco and QpenAl redefine enterp... [February 16] — Read article
Strengt hening our Frontier Safet... [February 16] — Read article
Bringing Chat GPT to GenAl.nm| [February 17] — Read article

Al safety shake-up: Top research... [February 17] — Read article
UK Consi ders Australian-Style So... [February 17] — Read article
What is the future of Artificial... [February 17] — Read article
Humans No Longer Make Decisions ... [February 17] — Read article
Bringing ChatGPT to GenAl.m| [February 18] - Read article

I ntroduci ng GPT-5. 3-Codex [ February 18] — Read article

Snowf | ake and OpenAl partner to ... [February 18] — Read article
Deepeni ng our partnership with t... [February 18] — Read article
Strengt hening our partnership wi... [February 18] — Read article
Bringing ChatGPT to GenAl.nmi| [February 19] — Read article

I ntroduci ng OpenAl Frontier [February 19] — Read article

Deepeni ng our partnership with t... [February 19] — Read article
Strengt hening our partnership wi... [February 19] — Read article
Strengt hening our Frontier Safet... [February 19] — Read article
Advanci ng i ndependent research o... [February 20] — Read article
Bringing Chat GPT to GenAl.nmi| [February 20] — Read article

Hori zon 1000: Advancing Al for p... [February 20] — Read article
Al Arms Race Threatens Humanity,... [February 20] — Read article
OpenAl gives $7.5mto UK' s globa... [February 20] — Read article
GPT-5.2 derives a newresult in ... [February 21] — Read article
Harness engi neering: leveraging ... [February 21] — Read article
Bringing ChatGPT to GenAl.nm| [February 21] — Read article
Addressing Bias, Privacy, Securi... [February 21] - Read article
Al Safety Meets the War Machine ... [February 21] — Read article
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Climate Change

Score Trend (Week of February 15-21, 2026)
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This week, the main trend in climate change has been the high risk
associated with policy rollbacks, particularly those initiated by the
Trump administration, which are undermining global climate stability.
The dismantling of existing climate policies has exacerbated the threat
of extreme weather events and ecosystem disruptions, leading to a
heightened risk of irreversible environmental damage. Additionally, the
economic impacts and geopolitical tensions resulting from climate
inaction have further intensified the situation. The consistent theme
across the week has been the urgent need for reinstating and
strengthening climate policies to mitigate these risks and promote
global cooperation in addressing climate change.



Climate Change

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Reinstate and strengthen climate regulations to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and promote renewable energy sources.

e [NGOQ] Increase advocacy and public awareness campaigns to pressure
policymakers to prioritize climate action and educate the public on climate
risks.

¢ [Industry] Invest in sustainable practices and technologies to reduce carbon
footprints and enhance climate resilience.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation to ensure
countries adhere to and enhance their climate commitments.

e [Research Institutions] Conduct and disseminate studies on the impacts of
policy changes on climate systems to inform public and policy debates.
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Climate Change

Relevant Articles

Sao Paul o Battles Floods and Dro...
Trunmp’s EPA can't sinply erase c..
Scientists warn Earth is enterin...
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Trunp just torched the basis for..
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scientif...
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Earth on Track to Beconme Uni nhab..
Trunp just torched the basis for..
EU ill-prepared for worsening cl..
warmng hits 1st tipping ..
cost. ..
climate change cost Co..
d i mate change w dened Val encia'. .
Trunp’s EPA Says Cimate Change ..
Trunp calling climate c...
Human- i nduced cl i mat e change anp..
d i mat e Change Made Deadly Val en. .
Days Nearly Tri...

"Dead, gone, over":

Despite Eastern U. S
Trunp EPA set to repea

d oba
Ccean i npacts doubl e soci al
What will

pi ni on:

W dfire Weat her
Resci ssion of The Clean Air Act
Val enci a fl oods:
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d oba

Heat

2/ 19/ 26: Beachgoer bacteri al
U S. Tells International

War m ng superch..
Cimate change threatens coffee-..
EQE News: Start planning for cat..
Antarctica faces 'devastating ch..
related nortality ..
war m ng nust peak bel ow 2..
The EPA just took a giant step b...
C i mate change danmages in Philip..
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Energy ...
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This week, the pandemic risk level fluctuated between moderate and
high, primarily due to rising cases of flu, measles, and respiratory
viruses, including COVID-19 and avian flu. The situation is
exacerbated by vaccine hesitancy and misinformation, which continue
to hinder vaccination efforts. The persistence of these challenges
underscores the need for enhanced public health strategies and
communication. Efforts to improve vaccine uptake and counter
misinformation are critical to managing current outbreaks and
preventing future ones. The consistent risk score of 3.8, with a peak at
4.0, indicates a stable yet concerning pandemic threat level.
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Pandemics

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Increase funding for public health campaigns to combat
vaccine misinformation and improve vaccination rates.

¢ [Healthcare] Enhance surveillance and rapid response systems to quickly
identify and manage outbreaks of flu, measles, and avian flu.

e [NGO] Partner with local communities to address vaccine hesitancy through
education and improve access to vaccines, especially in underserved areas.

e [Industry] Accelerate research and development of universal vaccines for
flu and COVID-19 to better prepare for future outbreaks.

e [Media] Promote accurate information about vaccine safety and efficacy to
counteract misinformation and build public trust.
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Information Integrity
Score Trend (Week of February 15-21, 2026)
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This week, the global threat of misinformation remains high, primarily
driven by the proliferation of Al-generated content, deepfakes, and
disinformation campaigns targeting elections, health, and social trust.
The persistent spread of politically charged falsehoods and scams
further exacerbates the situation, with misinformation impacting
various domains including politics and health. The use of advanced
technologies in creating deceptive content continues to challenge the
integrity of information across platforms. As a result, there is a growing
need for effective detection tools, public education, and regulatory
measures to combat these threats.



Information Integrity

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and penalties for the creation
and dissemination of deepfakes and Al-generated misinformation.

e [Industry] Enhance Al detection tools to better identify and flag Al-
generated content and deepfakes on social media platforms.

e [NGO] Launch public awareness campaigns to educate citizens on
identifying and reporting misinformation and scams.

e [Education] Integrate media literacy programs into school curricula to equip
students with skills to critically assess information sources.

e [International Organizations] Collaborate internationally to monitor and
counteract disinformation campaigns, especially during election periods.
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Relevant Articles
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Al -fuel ed disinformation surges ... [February 19] Read article
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Unknown / Black Swan
Score Trend (Week of February 15-21, 2026)
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This week, the main trend in unknown or 'Black Swan' risks includes
the adaptation of Bulgaria's '‘Black Swan' cargo drone for surveillance
tasks, which poses potential geopolitical and security risks due to its
enhanced capabilities. This development indicates a shift in
autonomous military and surveillance technology, raising concerns
about unforeseen challenges in these areas. Additionally, there is a
significant risk of a massive cyberattack with the potential to disrupt
global systems and economies, as well as existential threats posed by
Al, which could lead to unprecedented disruptions across multiple
sectors. Furthermore, natural disasters, such as a second cyclone
hitting Madagascar, highlight the potential for cascading humanitarian
impacts. Lastly, Iran's severe water crisis presents a destabilizing
threat with possible global repercussions.



Unknown / Black Swan

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and oversight on the
deployment and export of autonomous surveillance drones to mitigate
potential security risks.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate dialogue among nations to
establish international norms and agreements on the use of surveillance
drones and autonomous military technologies.

e [Industry] Enhance cybersecurity infrastructure and protocols to protect
critical national assets from potential large-scale cyberattacks.

¢ [NGO] Raise public awareness about the potential risks and benefits of Al
and advocate for ethical Al development and deployment.

e [Humanitarian Agencies] Mobilize resources and coordinate with local
authorities to provide immediate humanitarian aid and long-term recovery
support to regions affected by natural disasters, such as Madagascar.
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Week in Review: February 15-21,
2026

This week, existential risk trends across the six domains have shown
notable developments. In the nuclear domain, the expiration of key
treaties and increased nuclear activities by China and other nations
have heightened global tensions, prompting European nations to
reassess their strategies. The Al domain maintains a moderate risk
level, with ongoing concerns about ethical use and control as Al
technologies advance. Climate change risks remain high due to policy
rollbacks, emphasizing the need for stronger climate policies to
prevent further environmental and geopolitical instability. Pandemic
risks fluctuate between moderate and high, driven by rising cases of
various viruses and challenges in vaccine uptake. Information integrity
threats persist at a high level, exacerbated by Al-generated content
and disinformation campaigns. Finally, in the unknown risks domain,
developments in autonomous military technology and potential
cyberattacks underscore the need for vigilance, while natural disasters
and resource crises highlight ongoing global vulnerabilities.



Closing Notes

Thank you for reviewing this week’s Panthrisk report. To stay
informed, visit panthrisk.com — our dashboard is updated daily with
the latest risk levels, GPT summaries, and recommended actions.

If you find this information valuable, please share it with colleagues
working to reduce global catastrophic risk. Awareness is the first step

toward action.
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