PANTHRISK WEEKLY RISK REPORT

Week of January 4-10, 2026

Panthrisk monitors humanity’s most serious existential threats using
curated news sources and Al-assisted analysis. Each day, our models
evaluate key global developments, generate risk-level assessments,
and propose actionable interventions. This weekly report summarizes
the trends, risk shifts, and notable insights from January 4-10, 2026
across all tracked categories.
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Nuclear War
Score Trend (Week of January 4-10, 2026)
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This week, the potential resumption of U.S. nuclear weapons testing
has significantly elevated global nuclear tensions, undermining
decades of arms control efforts. The situation is exacerbated by
geopolitical tensions, particularly following military actions in
Venezuela and the capture of its leader, Maduro. Additionally, the
expiration of key arms control treaties has contributed to an increased
nuclear threat level. Major powers are also modernizing their nuclear
arsenals, further escalating the risk of nuclear conflict. These
developments highlight the urgent need for renewed diplomatic efforts
and strengthened communication protocols to prevent accidental
escalations.
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Nuclear War

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Convene an emergency session to address the implications
of potential nuclear testing resumption and reinforce commitments to
existing arms control treaties.

e [NGO] Increase public awareness campaigns on the risks of nuclear testing
and advocate for policy changes to maintain moratoriums.

¢ [Industry] Enhance crisis communication protocols and establish direct
lines between nuclear states to prevent accidental escalation.

e [International Organizations] Engage in diplomatic dialogue with nuclear-
armed states to de-escalate tensions and reaffirm non-proliferation
commitments.

e [Public] Support and participate in movements advocating for nuclear
disarmament and increased transparency in nuclear policy.
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Nuclear War

Relevant Articles
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Artificial Intelligence
Score Trend (Week of January 4-10, 2026)
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This week, the risk associated with artificial intelligence has been
predominantly moderate, with a brief spike to high risk. The main
concerns revolve around rapid advancements in Al capabilities and
their integration into critical sectors, which outpace existing safety
measures. This has led to increased focus on issues of alignment,
misuse, and the concentration of power. There is also a growing
emphasis on the need for robust governance and safety protocols to
manage these risks effectively. Collaborative efforts between
government entities and private sectors are highlighted as both a

potential risk and an opportunity for improved oversight and control.
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Artificial Intelligence

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement comprehensive regulations to ensure Al systems
are aligned with ethical standards and human values.

e [Industry] Develop and adhere to industry-wide standards for Al safety and
alignment to prevent misuse and ensure equitable distribution of Al benefits.

e [Academia] Conduct interdisciplinary research on Al alignment and control
to address long-term existential risks associated with advanced Al systems.

e [NGO] Advocate for public awareness and education on the implications of
Al deployment in critical sectors to foster informed societal engagement.

e [International Bodies] Facilitate global cooperation on Al safety standards
and best practices to mitigate cross-border risks.

panthrisk.com — Panthrisk Weekly Risk Report



Artificial Intelligence

Relevant Articles
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Climate Change

Score Trend (Week of January 4-10, 2026)
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This week, the climate risk remains high, driven by a combination of
extreme weather events, ecological disruptions, and inadequate policy
responses. The situation is exacerbated by the U.S. withdrawal from
key international climate agreements, which undermines global efforts
to address climate change. The persistent impacts on ecosystems,
economic stability, and public health highlight the urgent need for
effective climate policies and international cooperation. Additionally,
the exacerbating effects of microplastics on oceanic carbon absorption
further complicate the environmental challenges. Overall, the trend
indicates a critical need for renewed commitments and actions to

mitigate climate risks.



Climate Change

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Rejoin and strengthen commitments to international climate
agreements to ensure coordinated global action.

e [NGOQ] Increase advocacy and public awareness campaigns to pressure
governments to commit to climate action.

e [Industry] Invest in sustainable technologies and practices, such as
renewable energy and electric vehicles, to reduce carbon footprints.

e [Research Institutions] Conduct comprehensive studies on the impacts of
climate change on disease spread and ecosystem health to inform policy.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate conflict resolution and resource
management in climate-sensitive regions to prevent geopolitical tensions.
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Pandemics
Score Trend (Week of January 4-10, 2026)
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This week, the pandemic risk remains high due to increasing cases of
infectious diseases such as measles, flu, RSV, and emerging threats
like avian flu and MERS. Vaccine hesitancy and misinformation
continue to pose significant challenges to vaccination efforts.
Persistent impacts of COVID-19 also contribute to the overall risk. The
situation underscores the need for enhanced public health
communication, improved surveillance, and international collaboration

to address these threats effectively.
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Pandemics

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Enhance public health communication strategies to combat
misinformation and promote vaccine uptake.

e [Healthcare] Increase surveillance and reporting of infectious disease cases
to ensure timely response and containment.

e [International Organizations] Collaborate internationally to monitor and
respond to cross-border infectious disease threats.

e [NGO] Support community outreach programs to educate the public on the
importance of vaccinations and preventive measures.

e [Industry] Accelerate development and deployment of vaccines and
treatments for emerging infectious diseases.
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Pandemics

Relevant Articles

Flu, RSV activity rising in US a... [January 4] — Read article

Fewer people are being vaccinate... [January 4] — Read article
US neasl es outbreak tops 1,800 c... [January 4] — Read article
Support for neasles vaccination ... [January 4] — Read article
Sout h Carolina neasles outbreak ... [January 4] — Read article
US respiratory virus activity ri... [January 5] — Read article
VWHO prequalifies 2 COVID-19 rapi... [January 5] — Read article
Flu, RSV activity rising in US a... [January 5] — Read article
US neasl es outbreak tops 1,800 c... [January 5] — Read article
Sout h Carolina neasles outbreak ... [January 5] — Read article
US respiratory virus activity ri... [January 6] — Read article

Study finds that despite broad C... [January 6] — Read article
Flu, RSV activity rising in US a... [January 6] — Read article
US COVID, flu, and RSV levels lo... [January 6] — Read article

First ever human case of H5N5 av... [January 6] — Read article
In utero COVID exposure linked t... [January 7] — Read article
US respiratory virus activity ri... [January 7] — Read article
Fewer people are being vaccinate... [January 7] — Read article
Measl es outbreak up to 337 cases... [January 7] — Read article
Measl es out break explodes in Sou... [January 7] — Read article
US respiratory virus activity ri... [January 8] — Read article

Flu, RSV activity rising in US a... [January 8] — Read article
COVID hospitalization tied to 69... [January 8] — Read article
RSV tied to heart problens, brea... [January 8] — Read article

Boston reports first pediatric f... [January 8] — Read article
US neasl es outbreak tops 1,800 c... [January 8] — Read article
US CovVID, flu, and RSV levels lo... [January 8] — Read article
Avian flu strikes birds in 5 nor... [January 8] — Read article
First ever human case of H5N5 av... [January 8] — Read article
France reports MERS in 2 travele... [January 8] - Read article
Saudi Arabia confirns 9 MERS cas... [January 8] — Read article
US respiratory virus activity ri... [January 9] — Read article

Flu, RSV activity rising in US a... [January 9] — Read article
Flu, RSV activity rising in US a... [January 9] — Read article

First ever human case of H5N5 av... [January 9] — Read article
Saudi Arabia confirnms 9 MERS cas... [January 9] — Read article
US respiratory virus activity re... [January 10] — Read article
COVI D continues to exact heavy t... [January 10] — Read article
Flu, RSV activity rising in US a... [January 10] — Read article
Upstate Measles Qutbreak Swells ... [January 10] — Read article
Rates of M ssed MWR Vaccination ... [January 10] — Read article
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https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/measles/us-measles-outbreak-tops-1800-cases-respiratory-illness-surveillance-returns
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https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiuAFBVV95cUxQOEliZ2ZNeWp6SWIzNWxQUDc5Qm9EZTFmLUFwQnl0NnVYWEpXUnlSenlDcWhtbGwzem9SLUNJY1FlYVVUWDVPa2dDUWRIaEstWi1wczdGbVFvRjVmSUs0QUUwWG40RGVZOE12MEdFRnc5YnQxWDNoLTRQLXA5b2l1VXhuTnltUzIxY3haVGZpbWcyWDlPY1J0LWk3VGtlWlB3Y0FpY3N1N1lpa3ZUbHVVamxIanY0VnpE?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMinAFBVV95cUxQY0g2bHRpT3lKSFVQWnl0TjVOTXNmWGVBZ1BkbHh0R01MNTdQellWa2tWeHp0TWNwcXJKRE9LbnVORnM4MFlCcFBHMy1ESHJWaTBKelZGdURHakl2STJJRi1aLU5sTkJOZE9tek4tVFRubHZLbzRaaW8tdW1ydmdKZG9fdGpWeFZKWUJUM2pHa3p3dnZ2cE95N0VMQ3Q?oc=5

Information Integrity
Score Trend (Week of January 4-10, 2026)
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This week, the risk of misinformation remains high, driven by the
proliferation of Al-generated content, deepfakes, and politically
charged falsehoods. The spread of these misleading narratives is
Impacting public perception and political narratives globally, with
particular emphasis on geopolitical events and public figures. The
misinformation risk scores have consistently been in the range of 4.2
to 4.3, indicating a persistent and significant threat level. The focus
has been on the impact of these false narratives on political and social
issues, with notable mentions of disinformation surrounding
Venezuela and U.S. politics. The ongoing challenge is to effectively
identify, regulate, and mitigate the spread of such content across
social media platforms and other digital mediums.



Information Integrity

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Implement stricter regulations and penalties for the creation
and distribution of Al-generated misinformation and deepfakes.

e [Industry] Enhance Al detection tools to identify and flag misleading content
and deepfakes in real-time.

e [Education] Integrate comprehensive media literacy programs into school
curricula to equip students with skills to critically evaluate digital content.

e [NGO] Launch public awareness campaigns to educate citizens on
identifying and reporting misinformation and scams.

e [International Organizations] Foster global cooperation to share best
practices and technologies for combating misinformation and disinformation.

panthrisk.com — Panthrisk Weekly Risk Report



Information Integrity

Relevant Articles

Deepf ake vi deos of George WII o...
Trunp post said US is 'locked an..
Social Media - Brown University ..
Di si nfornmati on Fl oods Social Med..
Deepf ake vi deos of Ceorge WII o...
Deepf ake vi deos of George WII o...
X posts - These images of shirtl...
El on Musk Falls for Fake Video o..
Di si nformati on Fl oods Soci al Med. .
Phot os of N col & Maduro's captu. ..
Fake Tech Revi ews Erode Trust: A..
Al photos fuel fake news about N..
Sudan’s “fake-fermale” online arm..
EU ‘takes very seriously’ fake s..
Fi nnish children learn nedia lit...
Facebook posts - This isn&#x27;t...
Social Media - After N col ds Mad...
A surge of visual misinformation..
Al , outdated visuals fuel msinf..
‘ Thank you, Trunp': video of cry..
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Way unverified claimBarron Trum .. [January 8]
Vi deo of people celebrating Madu... [January 8]
Donal d Trunp - The Wiite House s... [January 8]

Soci al Media -

After Nicolas Mad... [January 8]

Peopl e are nore susceptible to m.. [January 8]
Israel is using bots to fake soc... [January 9]
Fake Al Chronme Extensions Steal ... [January 9]

Janes Warren:

Fake images and vi... [January 9]

Read

article
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article

Read

article

Read

article

Read

article
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Read

article

Maya Jama Hits Qut At Grok Follo... [January 9]
How Al and nisinformation are po... [January 9]
Di sinfornmation i s weaponised on ... [January 10]
Latin Arerica is falling behind ... [January 10]
EC to nmonitor social sites to cu... [January 10]
HoR el ection: EC to nmonitor soci... [January 10]
Bl ackbird. Al secures $28mto cou... [January 10]
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https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/george-will-trump-deepfake-videos/
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Unknown / Black Swan
Score Trend (Week of January 4-10, 2026)
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This week, Iceland has repeatedly identified the potential collapse of
the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC) as a significant
security risk, highlighting it as a rare and catastrophic climate event
with unpredictable global consequences. The warnings underscore
the importance of understanding and preparing for such Black Swan
events, which could drastically alter global climate stability and have
far-reaching geopolitical and economic impacts. The consistent high-
risk scores reflect the urgency of the situation and the need for
immediate attention from international stakeholders. The focus is on
enhancing monitoring, research, and global cooperation to mitigate
the potential impacts of this threat. The situation calls for a
coordinated international response to develop adaptive strategies and
contingency plans to manage the potential disruptions to climate and
security.



Unknown / Black Swan

Recommended Risk Reduction Actions

e [Government] Increase funding for climate research focused on
understanding and predicting changes in ocean currents, particularly the
AMOC.

e [International Organizations] Facilitate global cooperation to develop and
implement contingency plans for potential climate-induced disruptions.

e [Research Institutions] Develop and deploy advanced monitoring systems
for real-time data collection on ocean currents to provide early warnings.

e [Public Sector] Raise public awareness about the potential impacts of
ocean current disruptions and advocate for sustainable practices to mitigate
risks.

e [Policy Makers] Advocate for policies that prioritize climate resilience,
adaptation strategies, and reduction of carbon emissions to stabilize oceanic
systems.
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Relevant Articles

I cel and deens possible Atlantic ... [January 4] — Read article
| cel and deens possible Atlantic ... [January 6] — Read article
I cel and deens possible Atlantic ... [January 8] — Read article
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Week in Review: January 4-10, 2026

This week, existential risk trends across various domains have shown
significant developments. In the nuclear domain, tensions have
escalated due to potential U.S. nuclear testing and geopolitical
conflicts, highlighting the need for renewed diplomatic efforts. Artificial
intelligence risks remain moderate, with concerns about rapid
advancements outpacing safety measures, emphasizing the
importance of governance and collaboration. Climate change risks
continue to be high, driven by extreme weather and inadequate policy
responses, with a critical need for international cooperation. Pandemic
risks are elevated due to rising infectious diseases and vaccine
hesitancy, underscoring the importance of public health
communication and collaboration. Information integrity is threatened
by the spread of Al-generated misinformation, impacting global
political narratives and requiring effective regulation. Lastly, the
potential collapse of the AMOC has been identified as a significant
Black Swan event, necessitating enhanced monitoring and
international cooperation to mitigate its impacts.



Closing Notes

Thank you for reviewing this week’s Panthrisk report. To stay
informed, visit panthrisk.com — our dashboard is updated daily with
the latest risk levels, GPT summaries, and recommended actions.

If you find this information valuable, please share it with colleagues
working to reduce global catastrophic risk. Awareness is the first step

toward action.
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